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VI PREFACE 

jieceflily, and fince become inveterate) of 
reading rapidly ; by which I overlook many 
literal omiflions or infertions, which one Vho 
reads more flowly wouhl dete6l. The confe- 
quencc of this, it may be replied, repeated pe- 
rufals might correft. And it is true ; but for 
fuch I wanted time. For being once perfuadcd 
that the tclliniony of Mr. Gibbon might be 
highly ufefull to the caufe of religion, I was 
fenfible that the fooner it could be brought 
forward, the better; and fincercly lamented 
every unavoidable delay. And how many fuch 
muft be there encountered, thofe alone can tell 
who have had trafls printed in the country; 
where a mafter has no opportunity of fel^fting 
his workmen from a tribe oi the moft idle the 
world knows. 

Such as with thefe intentions and under 
thcfe circumftances I have been able to make 
it, I now fend it forth. Continued is the attack 
of the enemies of Revelation ; day by day there 

aic 



PREFACE vii 

are protruded on the attention of the young and 
the unfteady, under various forms and from 
different quarters the delufive and pernicious 
doftrines of thofe, through its application to 
whom the name of Philofopher has been utter- 
ly difgraced, Rouffeau, Voltaire, and Gibbon. 
By thefe the earlieft duty of man, the redufti- 
on of the firft and great Commandment, 
** Thou (halt love the Lord thy God with all 
" thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with 
" all thy mind; " to prafticc, in the virtue of 
piety, is fet at nought : and the rules of mo*. 
rality in lieu being placed on the firm ground 
of individual relations, are holden forth as 
founded in the vague idea of the publick inter- 
eft : * the perfeftion o£ which it is far beyond 

the 



* The agreablenefs of this doctrine to the luimaii 
mind ( for agreable at firfl fight is its afpect ) feems to 
arife from its making every man the gcnreal friend. 
But while the excufe it yields for every crime com* 
mitted under the pretence of; or which eren may not 
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via PREFACE 

power of man to comprehend or to fecure. To 
the fpecious reafonings of thefe writers, and 
their numerous adherents, the fhorteft and the 
moll convincing reply is an appeal to fa£ls. 
The pretenfions of the chriftian icriptures have 
been long enough known to the world to have 
been thoroughly canvaffed. The predi£lions 
they contain do in particular faring the queftioii 
of their Divine authority at once to iffuc. The 
challenges uttered by the prophets in the name 
of the God of Ifracl, to all beings to difprove 
if they could, his exclufivc and univcrfal fovc- 
reignty, by falfifying their words as to the e- 
vents they foretold, leave us (ii their prophe* 
cies have been accomplifhed ) no medium be^ 
tween the acknowledgement of Him for the 
only tiue God, and the adoption of Atheifm. 

The 



feem inconriilent with the publick intereft, is thereby 
precluded, how much ' more effectually ii univerfal 
mutual benevolence enforced by the fimple precept| 
[[ Tbou flialt love thy neighbour a*, thy felf " I 



PREFACE IX 

The appeal made by the Apoflles of Chrift to 
the prediftions of tlic New Teftament as the 
teftimony of God in favour of his Son, leave 
us (if they have proved true) only the alterna- 
tive of acknowledging the Son, or denying the 
rather. And that they have not failed of their 
completion, the fccptical reader may be con- 
vinced if he carefully perufes the following 
Tra6l, by the evidence of Infidelity itfelf. Still, 
though his fcepticifm fliould be thus cured, 
there will remain for him, as well as for thofe 
who already confefs the truth of the Gofpel 
another confideration : That God having pro- 
vided mankind with fo wonderful a fyftem of 
evidence, calculated to prove in every ftep the 
gradual approach of that judgement for which, 
the Gofpel afiures us. He hath appointed a day; 
having given it In charge to us to watch for the 
events foretold, and pronounced a blefling on 
thofe who fliall read and keep the words of the 
prophecy ; how furely the guilt of wilfuU dif- 
regard to the kindeit admonitions, and of ob- 

flinate 
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ftinate difobedience to the highell authority, 
will be our own, if we continue to treat His 
word as a thing fo foreign to our concerns, that 
we look into it cafually only ; If when fur- 
rounded by a fcene the moil awefully accord* 
ant with His menaces ot judgement on the 
earth, we awake not to the thoughts of prepar- 
ing for the confummation He hath promifed ; 
if expetiencing, as we do« His infli£lions for 
the tranfgreflion of his precepts, we continue 
to go with tbe merltitude to do evil, and becaufe 
the bulk of mankind choofe to .think lightly 
of commiffions moft cxprefsly threatened with 
His wrath, and aflually attended, even now, 
with penalties ordained by Him, we fliut our 
eyes to the vengeance impending onthofe, who 
not having been killed by the pafl; plagues 
yet " repent not of the works of their hands, 
'* that they ibould not worfhip Devils and I- 
" dpis — oor repent of dieir murders, nor of 
" their forcerics, nor of their fornication, nor 
" pf their thefu . 

To 



PREFACE XI 

To flop, as far as in me lies, the courfe of 
guilt fo aggravated; to prevail on thofc who 
will liften to my call, to recur for proteftion 
to Him who alone can proteft them from the 
evils now poured on a world almoft ripe for 
deilrufiion, is my wifh in making pubiick the 
inftance contained in the following (heets, of 
an enemy of the Gofpel being forced to bear 
"witnefs unto it, and having his mad piirfuit af- 
ter fame, in attacking the Lord of Ail, reward- 
ed with the fevere and raoft jull rebuke, "Out 
•• of thine own mouth will I judge thee, O 
** thou wicked Servant, 
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A HE events of every hiftory be^ 
come proportionally more interefting^ 
as the chief cataftrophe to be related, 
approaches.* And when the tranfa£lions 
thus grow more important, the ardour 
of the reader encreafes ; and with re« 
doubled application he perufes thofe 
pages, that immediately precede the 

A con« 



2 A general and conneBed 

confummation, to the knowledge d£ 
which he is haftening. Now fcnfa- 
tions like thefe, with which, I may 
venture to fay every deader is acquainted, 
and with which none is acquainted, with* 
out. being pleafed, cannot, fure.ly, be 
unknown to thofe who attend to the 
prophetick Hiftpry of the Church, Far 
advanced in its completion a«ithe whole 
line of Prophecy is, every appearance of 
further accomplifhment carries our 
thoughts rapidly foirwar^ to that glori- 
ous confummation, in which all the pre- 
diftions meet; rendering us more anxi- 
ouH not to fuffer- atiy iii^cn^ t^^ pafs 
unnoticed, whi<;h by ^l^iftl^f^ \^ h((^ds 
ib ^he courfe^ woiiild ak^pyi:¥.<?/P9 ^. ^^^ 
Aill nearer ap|>reach of^ar r^defpf^^on; 
and augmenting in Wr br9^i\;s-the j,oy^ 
ful hope of the f{>eedy eftabliS^mer^ pi 
that kingdotBrof;tighteotifne£s-« im w^V^ 
alone we can i>e blefled witb the dttr 
joyment of happkiefs unalloyed. To 

, promote 



vi^m of tli( Prophecies, ^c. 3 

prompt^ thi^ vigilfipce ^p^png their 
brethren, by reminding tbdn of what 
the prophets and apoftles of the Lord 
j£ffi3 bfive decl^r^fj, ftould precede his 
letum, i^ pne iipportanf duty of the 
niiaift^r^ pf thfc church ; in perforpiing 
whichy r 9tp p^ffuaded they wil} both 
.4p wh^C « highly grateful to 2^\ who 
havfi adrc?dy ^ny mciJurc of tbi| glori- 
ous bopq j ^p4 p^rfprtn a wqik, wbiph 
^(by th* bleilipg .of Gpd pn the difchvge 
of a d^ty ^9 b^h epjpiped) ipigbt havp 

» 

^ iuoft lalut^iry i^ffie^ pp ^h^ mind^. of 
.»ax>y^ whp npw tr^^t thp gofpcl wi,th 

^eglc^, xftfcr^ly fnptn iipt b?^ig informed 
4^ thi* pprpemM *«d w^r/K^ling tefti- 
moqy, whifh is boxwe fo it by Jthe re- 
^l4»r a^compliftmeiit of prppl^pcies^ and 
.by tbQ ^itipn^l >ight ^topft d^ily 
th^owfl on jtbpfe which yef rfxp^in tp be 
fulfij^e4^ through the j^PfC manifeft 
probability of events, which are either 
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4 A general and conneHed 

openly foretold, or appear to be prcfig- 
;nified in them. 

Under the perfuafion I have thus 
flated, it is, that I proceed to make pub- 
lic the following fynopfis ; conceiving 
that the confiftency, and uniformity cx- 
ifting among numerous prophecies, de- 
livered by diflFerent perfons in diflFefent 

9 

ages, which are fo ftrong as to make the 
whole but one fcheme, of which the ear- 
lier prophets only fketched the outline, 
and the laft perfefted the pifturc, mull 
l^e fufficiently (Iriking to attra^ the at- 
tciltion of any, who do not lie under a 
natural imbecility of underftahding, or 
are not rendered adverfe to refleflion on 
fubje£ts like thefe, by the confcioufnefs, 
that a proof of the approach of judge- 
ment is little elfe than a demonftration, 
that their own condemnation lingereth 

not. 
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vit^ ofilj^ Prophecies, (3c. 5 

"Jn^ qi^ftji^ii^s ppt by hi$ ^potties to 

pur lyOff^, •* Wh^t fli^U be tbc fig^ 
'^ of thy iCpn^Qg ? ^nd of the end ^f 
*^ ^h^ WJ^AV \i^vp io fubft^nce bcAQ re- 
peated by joQUjItitudes of chriftsuns in 
ev.try fi|iqce€;d^r)g a^ : and t^ ^nfjyeis 
given itp thefe queOions have by .the 
^^Tcy of Qod be^n fo limited, as to pre- 
vent, 00 tbe ope iiai^d, f he mtfchiefs 
w^iijch wpuJd .naf^iK^lly arife from com- 
pj^t^ly ft^i^ying ^v*P«iB ruriofity ; and 
pp tbe .9tb€ir, .M^t\d<efpop4ency vhich 
^ai^igbit J^^^e ioi^^d the bricaiU of the 
/aiirbf nl f ibad ^ey . t>een left, through all 
^4^ iige^iihat have intervened (Gnce o^r 
^L4i^4 ^enIipi;Q, ^unfumiib^d with apy 
/yfpptoms :Qf the ;gi;adual fpproaich of 
ir .delii(^rwf:e. 



An author of our own age and nation, 
whom I ihali now have frequent occafion 
to cite, has dftted, -^* Th^ the iodifolu- 

A3 ♦^ Wc 
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6 A general and conneSei 

" ble conne£);ion of civil and ecelefi- 
^' afiical affairs, has compelled and en- 
^* couragcd him to relate the progrels, 
** the perfecutions, the eftablifhment, the 
^* divifions, the final triumph, and the 
*' gradual corruption of chriftianity.*" 
Now it is worthy of oblervation, that 
the two laft articles only being tranf- 
pofed, the events this authour has dc- 
fcribed, accurately correfpond, both in 
order, and in fubftance, to thofe which 
are contained in the prophecies relating 
to the church. Our bleffed Saviour his- 
felf when applying to thofe queftions of 
the twelve I have already 'mentioned, 
defcribed tWe whole fpace*of time- from 
the hour irf his fpeaking, to 'the day of 
his return in glory, uiidcr two periods : 
that which (hould be clofed by the def- 
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* Gibbon's Decline and Fall of {^c Roman £in« 
pire. 

tru&ion 
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vivu^oftke Prophecies^ i3c. 7 

truQion of Jerufalem ; and and- 'that in 
which Jerufalem ihould be trodden 
down by the GentHes. (Luke 21 J The 
former of thefe he marked as replete 
with perfecutiens again (t his difciptei, 
and the appearance of pretenders to his 
ewn cbara6ler : the fecond as attended 
with a great overthrow of the ruling 
powers of the world, and a fcene of 
confufioa^ trouble, and widely-extended 
diftrefi. 

• Now this later period, fo generally 
only defcribed by our Lord, is that to 
which the revelation vouchfafed to his 
apoftle John relaties ; and every point of 
the fketch given by his divine Mafter is 
preferved in the extenfive pifture of 
events left us by the difciple. 
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» Another outline of the {ameperiod, 
we 'find in the wiitings of StfPaul, who, 

when 



whexiihe warned jthc UTicfla1oTiiaii5,/£'|ii« 
2, ^A. £ ^.a()t to JDie;foan fbaluetf in.i:jtf^^ 
on troubled, a$ tlxait .the da^ pf Chnft 
^ere ait . hand, add^d. *.^ L^t- qo ntah 
*' 4ecerve you by my jxocans t for th^t 
•* day&ail fiotcome.^XiCfipttliejfe ccmte 
** a faUing away firft^ atid JChat 0l^o -of 
♦* fin be revealed, i the fon. of peiditip^n, 
<" who oppofeth and estakelh; 'iriwrfcjf 
^^ abov« Ml that'is' calkd/Cpd; ..otitfent 
** is worfliipped: fo that he as ^&od&*^ 
•* teth in the temple of Godv fliewing 
** bimfcif that he is iGodi : R^^i^c^iber 
•* ye not that when 1 wasoyej: with jfp^, 
?** I told, yoa.^hefe itrhings (? .>Afi4 ; rl^ow 
'^' 'ye Icnow^what ,withlMddfi<b, d^bftt: l^e 
*** wight ic revealed tii l»s itin?!8 : 
** (i.e. till4ieiKe revealed junbb'ife^fel^O 
** For the xoy^fleryLof ioi^k;^; dlHb/i^l- 
** ready work,' only he who now letteth 
^ witl lat, ^until lie 2i£ itaben: ^ut 0f the 
^ "wajr^ And >tfe^ JhaU . itbitt : .tisid^d 

** one 






view of the Prophecies, (3c. 9 

" one be revealed, whom the Lord (hall 
*• confume with the fpirit of his mouth, 
and Ihall deftroy with the brightnefs 
of his coming: even him, whofe com- 
ing is after the working of Satan, with 
all power, and figns, and lying won- 
•• ders, and with all the deceivablenefs 
** of unrighteoufnefs in them that perifh; 
*• becgufe they received not the love of 
•* the truth, that they might be faved" 

Here are diftinflly fpecified two per* 
iods as^ to pafs in an inverted order be« 
fore thi' coming of the day of Chrift ; 
£rft the duration of the man of iin, 
•which Ihall be ended only by the ap- 
pearance of the Lord; and then, the 
continuance of him, whofe exiftence 
did, at the time the apoftle wrote, pre- 
vent the manifeftation of the fon of per- 
dition; and who, he fays, was known 
to tbofe to whom he addrefled this epijC- 

tie. 



tie, Wheth^i? th^ firft cbriftf4ps pbt^Jped 
this tnoivJe<Jg^ hy att; inimed^te . r^ve- 
kticvn, Qr hyS^mf infpir^ ii^t^rpf^tcr'5 

iCxpJim^riQn gf\4n ancient pjrpp^cy ij 
not at pr^feot known ; b\it the ppwer i^ 
£df wbich i^M th^n th£ pbftacl^ to the 
riffl of ih^ tnanQf ii^ .ii& f^id tp Ixavc 

lH;e» the Romw |lr»pirfi.};R^ rtws *ra^ 
jiitkui; is fe^»df 4 dowf^ to w^Kit e^Jy bjr 

but particularly by one * of an age, in. 
which it is fcawjdyin feim^ft ;tQ J)f: fiip- 
pofed, that trwUtipii; on-powtf (p ijWo 
j^ftiog ^ tfci* qQuI4 h^i^ i^rijDkKed.frTr- 
,Whilc if »r« Ifiok Wfe t* iht ^ri^g»;?lP 

4h£ prophet whwt St. Paul 4p(3« w t^^ 
paiTage Uttle lefi th^n^ qviot^, wiQ A^U 
find, (thatihd »fe,^ /* the fy^ pT p^e 
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♦ Tertullian/ fee the paflaees fjroift'iils woifk's 
Quoted "by Bp. Newton in the 2(lwvdl. ^his-Diibf- 
tatJpQs on the.EcophccieSf |)..4i3[.. 

*^ dition," 



^ ditbnj'* ^ ^ ^' of hifli ifrhofc doitii- 
** ttton .18 tb be takeh ' away,' ithcti the 
^' jodgetotot flteAll 4t ; '• and 6F « thfe' 
** *att'Of ftii7\ W 6f *« hk*>rho exalu 
** ftth'hittifeff'^boV«Wei»y God,** ispre- 
di£led by Diitftt ^i tof (Mtit to ^afs t^fily 
^^t- ^e OV&rf hr^^ <;^ the imcitnt Ro- 
UMi Ejklfkc:] and its dmficn iht6 fmaller 
kkigi%tes : fw in chap. ^^ v. a j, the laft 
f»rtiWfr >of ' tbi pfOjbhaV yi!fi6n rs thus 
^^sj^laiHed Mi Wtif^.w*** The foarth beaft 
" (hall be the fourth kingdoitt Upoti 
-*' earth ; "which (hall be diverfe from all 
^ kmgA6!i«i5^, *itd ftMill dfevouf the whole 
^.' eeitihi )i^ (ball t^cftd k down, and 
♦*^ ^dl teeik '*t *ft pktes : iitid the 'ten 
^h«im:olit of \his kingdom arc ten 
<' Wftgs, Which fl!ia««irife: iiid a1?K)*he4? 
*« flWlil^a^r^ffc aftwthem^ atid he IhaU be 
V dW^^Wtt'-the firft; and he (hall 
^' futyddt ^ee k^s^! and heftaH fpeak 

<« and 



12 A gcnefal and eonneBed 

** and {halt wear; out. the faints of the 
'^ tnoft high, and think to change times 
^' and I4WS ; :and they fhall be given in* 
V to his band for a time^ times, and' die 
dividing of a time. But the judge*^ 
tneA(:ihall fit ; and they (hall take a- 
vray Us dominion to confume, and to 
^' deftroy it uptp the end." So that the 
tradition^ which^ even confidered alone^ 
deferves to have gre^ t weight allowed it; 
is here confirmed by the . words of the 
prophet* . 
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Now the fame fucceflion of powers is 
predicted in the Revelation given to St. 
John J where the overthrow of the rulers 
of one third of the earth is reprefented 
to take place previous to the rife of that 
tyrannical power, which was to reign in 
the feat of the ancient Roman Empire ; 
and the ^duration of the fame power is 
defcfj[bed, as continuing until the return 

of 



view of the Profhecpcs^ C?c. 43 

of " the King of Kings, and Lord of 
** Lord§."-f-N either is ev^n this a com- 
plete reprefentatipr^ of the ac^racy pire- 
ferved in t]^ cpniifteQcy o|. the «arlior 
^4 later prediaiops.. Sinpe^ as Ac 
' Iffl^^^ Aates of Europe blxcS^ out of the 
^mfion of the ancient Roman empire ; 
that empire is 19 the revtilations nspre- 
fcnt^d, as having t>«r^ w^undftd in one 
-^ its headiSs and aigain recovered ; fa 
/^^hat und^r a differ^ni appeatapce 9itid 
period, it is- ftill the fame, While this 
particular is preferv^d lik^Mrifp ia tbp 
prophecy of Daniel: <^^* ^i» ^f 36- 
Where the man of fifi is delibribed »« tM 
king, \yithout any mark tiO dillingiaiih 
tftm, from the poller whifih def^royed 
Jerufalen. Add to which that from 
t/» 31* of this chapter to the end^ there 
is deliv^ed an elegant outline .pf .the 
whole hiik>iy of ^he churchy after^ard^ 
more fully given ^y St. Joha* 'Ihm 

B the 



:i4 A general and conneHcd 

the defolation of the Holy City being 

fiated in t;; 31. and the falling oflF of the 

apoftate Jews in v. 32. in the latter part 

**of this verfe, thofe who would receive 

:the gofpel/ are defcribed, with their ex- 

ertionSy and the fuccefs* of their preach- 

ring.—** But the people that do know 

"their God*, fliall \e ftrong, and do 

"exploits^ and they that underftand 

'" among the people; Ihall inftru£t 

•" many/*- Then follows a declaration 

•of the perfecutions to which they would 

be expofed :— *' Yet they (hall fall by 

" '.the fword, and -by flame, by captivity, 

^** and by fpoil many days." And this 

ds ' fucceeded [by mention of the relief, 

*which the followers of Chrift, (of whom 



* Who thefe were our Lord has fpecified, by 
'defcribing the oppofite generation, ** Thefe things 
*•* will they do unto yoii, becaufc they hare not 
**J kaown ^e father, nor mc.'* ; 

the 



vUtb iyfihe Prifpheiies^^c. 17* 

the Jewifti cAnyem Were the o>igpcn- 
l^adert) fticm^ci itcciVc, through the ^m^ 
i^i^ixi^"^ mibi^6n^ the^bfpel, and the 
e^lSb df^thSs laft eVferit, m mating niimy 
dili6iis iirkehd tb do f6. * <* Now whea 
*^ tttiy itiift r4il,^ihfey ' fhall be h6lpen 
•« '^ttih i lit'tie' hfilpi But many IhaU 
** ileSiV^ X6 ihe* with iflfattiricis." 






. * 




Vferil ditW -^atftciiJiVs^ Mid afcerfaihccl 
by lliirii ttdfcs, ai-are hbt ■ ajJ^HcJibk \6 
a^^Hthtr ^ri' ih Vhtliaei^iJf the cTnircIi. 
^(flii-'mitiy-fiitli chiptwofthis iie^elationi . 

bliiiiJ ia great thA^ge lA" tfcegdvcriiiSg 
pi)VrfcVi 6f tMt -liart'' dt the ektth, in 
Whlfc^'^i:\f6K^V and'tiiVife t»m*iitttid to- 
hi^^efcki'gfci^ tHa(«'Vtrfe'ri6 mher 

thkn^'tHeRbfiiiiiV and the eveht^ ^tc-' 

c€'dihgthat'cliiiige, tvhiiih tiiuft, in con' 

• / B a refpondencc 



^6 A gencr aland connect d 

rcfpondcnce^with thecataftrophe of this 
part of the prophecy, be fuppofcd ip 
. paft alfo amojig ^hofe governing ppwcrs^ 
toeing dqfcrib'ed as ^^tending diffexent 
fiicceflions, not of perfons^ but of perjr 
ods, each marked by, its own moft. pro* , 
ininent charaftcriftic^ wherever we may, , 
from the difcordant testimony of writers,. 
Aippofe the time of the evangehft's re- 
ceiving tl^svifion* is to be. veally placed, 
the Jir^ fuccejion prefigured: in it muft 
commence, after, the , ccafine ^of the , 
family of VefpaGan« . Becaufe if the a- 
poftle was favoured with the revelation, 
while Jerufalem was yet fian4ing^ the. 
words tranflated in our bibles ; ^^ Here^ 
"after, cA. ^v^i. (^r.p^ilat wv7«) after 
tbefe .things, mull be applied to the time 
^ter the removal of that city, which eveqt 
the apoftles feem ever to have confideted 
as a particular Kraj and confequently if 
wt t^e what alone the text juftifies, the 

beginning^ 



view 6/ ini Prophciies, (3c. 17 

' * * . 

Beginning of aTucceffio'n, for the open- 
ing of tile 'fir ft leal, it muft be the coin* 
ihehccinent of that, which immediately 
followed the faijfiily, under whofe reign 
Jerufalexri was aettf6yc3.* Our way 
thus far cleared, \ii lis next turn to the 
revelation made by opening the firft leal^ 
and difplaying the fii ft page of the roll ; 
and which Evidently defcribes a period 
of conqueft; ** And I faw," faith the 
cvafigelift. (ch. 6, v. 2.} " and behold a 



* It Is 6f €on£djerabIe importance* to afcertaia 
xht pcriojdi at which the vifion commences ; be. 
caufe the prophetick biftor^ given by St. John 
tliough it comp)rize tilt i^c^r^fentaildi^S'of feyeml 
cotemponry coucies» yet fof^lics 09 too with a 
regular f<?ri^f of events* extending to the confum^ 
maticAi of air tmhgs; bjr fixing xhtiiidti the sera 
of Its commencement^ w^ gain a l!n^ highly nfefiil 
to prevent oar adopting any inferprefatibiY ihcon- 
fifientwit^t^e regaliEilr dr'der of tiic'hiftbiry giveii 
in this wohdierfut diftld&y'ieV. 

Ki « white 



iS AgtneraLani 46fmtHcd . 

'^ white horfe, andhe tfaaf fatonlum 
*^ had a hour.; and a crown was given 
^< unto him : and he went forth con- 
** quering, and to conquer."* In coin* 
cidence with this prediftipn, there ap- 
peared after the death of Domitian, a 
fucceflion of emperours, under whom 
the Roman empire was carried to its 
greateft extent : beginning indeed, with 
thefhort reign of Nerva, but quickly pro- 
ceeding to the triumphant one of Trajan, 
fwhofe pillar in commemoration of his 
Mtenfive vi£lorie& yet remains a monu- 
ment of the accuracy with which this 
period is defcribed,) and ending with 
that of Marcus Aurelius. An hiftorian 



* For an accorat;e Interpretation of the parti* 
cular fymbols employed in this prophecy^ the 
leader may confult Bp« Newtottf and the other 
writers cm the apocalypfe, a» it comes not within 
Jie compafs of the prefent tsealife to enter mi* 
Auteljr ioto their neamng. 

to 



to whom I hare already alluded^ though, 
^rhaps generally thought little dchn>!>«. 
of bearing any teftimony to the truth o£ 
prophecy, fpeaks of Trajan as. of a 
prince by whom, *' the peaceful fyftem 
•* of his predeccflbrs was inierrupted by 
fcenes of war and conqueft/' (Gibb. ch j, 
p. 5 J and of this wholcperiodof profpe- 
rity. in the following terms, ** If a man 
'' were; calied to fix a period in the 
" hiftory of the world, during which 
'^ the condition of the human race wasi 
'' mod happy and proTpcrou^. he would 
« without hefitation name that, which 
f* elapfed from the death of Domitiaa 
^^ to the accelBon of Commodus," Gibb. 
ch. a. But tl^en, the fcene changed. 
And what did the opening^of the fccond 
(eal difcover? '* There went out aiiothei; 
" horfc that was red ; and power wajs 
<^ fliven to him that fat thereoh, to takq 
V peace ^rom the earth, and that they 

•« {hould 



io ^ A ^eiifrdt'anS cdrinette3^ 

" mould kill one ariother ':' arid there 
^* was given unto him a great fWora/^ 
If we turn again to the fame uhpre-' 
judiced authoiir ; (unprejudic<:d at kaft 
on this fide,) we fhalJ find him fpeakiri^ 
of the tranquilHty arid happinefs of ^c 
eriipire as difturbed by Commod'us^ 
whofe cruel vanity made hini siEt the 
part of a gladiator. (Gibb. cA. 4.} rorni. 
irig thus a jfatal cofrefponde'n'ce with the 
the wordi of th^ prdphtty ; *' there 'was 
'* given to him a great fw6Yd/' 'arid at 
the death of his fuCcetfor Peitin^^ this 
wa$ in another rriode fulftlled; Whch'thie 
foldiers of the ^mtbtWii guaVrfs affl&nied 
the prerogative" bf dJ^dfing of' the 'em- 
pire ; and ini' the w'cirrfs of Kfr*." G'i%h()% 
^' tan out upon the t&tttpirts, with a 
" Toudvbite, and prolaimed that th^Ro:. 
^f ma w bifld' wis to be dlifiofedpf tdthe 
«» icft Vm^typSimt atidfiJAil** chi 5; 
■;■■ '■' ■ •■' ■■■'■ ■ • ■ ^ After 



view of the Prophecies, (3c. zi 

After the purchafe^ of which by Didijas. 
Julianas, Again in correfpondonce with 
ihc emblematic fword, a fcene of civil 
wars betwef n the f<^YeraI candidates for 
t)ie tl^rppjc enfuedy until SeveruS; gained- 
full pofleffion. AVhen another period, 
diftingufbed in its opening hy. the enac*. 
ticHiof " f^utary la^vs, executed with 
^^ inflexible finnnefs, and a conftant and. 
•; liberal diftribution of corn 9nd pro,.. 
rV viiions.'* (cA^ ^*,j>.. laj) and ending 
vith an emjp^erpJVi:.. .", whojfc .paternal. 
'* care, we are told« j^h, 6» i^- 1 <6. reduced 
^f. the'priceofpr<^ifions,andtheintcreft 
^^ of noLoneyr/' operied/and is thusprefig« 
uredfin the vifion; ** And I beheld, 
** and lo, a black horfe ; and he that 
V fat on him had a pair pf balances in 
''.his hand, .and I heard a voice in the 
** ipi'dft of the four Ifving creatures^ 
** fay, a meafure of wheat for a penny>, 
^ Mid three meafure of barley for a 

•• penny 



2'2 •:Ag^iydtKhdcMtSlei' 

" •pidhfty J afei fee th-dii ' ib'i(ri ''tiHt'lht 

; .. — j>' '. ,L .r.;l jili ir >. li! 'j ".:; 

' Hiat rat 'dtt^lifin'Wils'beiflr: -aiia hyii' 



<« 

«*'^ 



« with -tiufegfef.'itfa'^^ftSi'a^ittti'lahd' 

•> With' tire t.efeife'o'^-tl^ e"iVbh> ■ jf^the' 




Hit 'etttopietibii t)f this 36 the &Aii l''^' 
cbriAnetices with thfe lUfctifeftfoft of ttie 
tyratatMkxi'mlH tb ifie ehi jJii'd", tf Whtim 

the'Hi'ftdri^^ri f irM^irkSy p'i^Mt-^ 

edly iquoied',' iibtid:^,' iiot 'inl^ the' 
favage atjpfe'aritiiie/ aii'd tftii o^iiftelfiions' 
fo grievous, asto fefeifcte ■'*' ihroughiJut 
•• • ' *' the 



i** d^tjItiL iY^i{e;^e€tipc<liuiicomtQ6n in- 
^.!• fe^f :of :1h«. lenity, Sonoe of. the 
J}, u^fftrrjin jSC( fu0*<nef«. ^ }^ ord^rod ;to be 

:M«a^ni^ls4 Qth^rh tQibcL expofed tx> 
fij Wl4 b^ftfe €rther$ ug«4n^ bu l^ten 
. " X to cUftifc iKilb cUifea "'' ^A. 7». Imlud. 
ving^WmflKprippei^w^re in (hfi fji^ceof a 
,fc>i^j(ftO*$haaut; off by.tt^^ ft^wdi and 
;^tt€J» ytfirs tike 4«|nfe^€nt flliugbt^rsi and 
/*i^l jupA-filhomiandi tbfir fucceffor*;* 
.vbtAciiMli wnit iirrnpiiom ^.tiaorbftrians, 
<fliidiciltiiegl09i:fQn thfii ; itl^-ooe hy. what 






* The curious reader who wiihes to fee dill fur. 
• .A%t- m^nce* of the - flaughter prefigured -by this 
ftaU iray^'read Callienus's Letter, preierycd ia the 
2$2 A, qC Gibbon's iiiftYolunlc. , 



•• • 



are 



^4 A^cneral and conmSed 

are called the thirty tyrants, all contri» 

' buted to the general devaftation, that at 

thcclofe of Mr. Gibbon's tenth chapter 

we meet with this remark ; ** Applying 

-*^i this authentick fact to tble mod correft 

^* tablet of mortality, it ^evidendy proves ^ 

' ^* that above half the people of Alexaii- 

i^^ dria had periihed ; and could we veh^ 

< " turfe to extend the inalogy to the 

'** other ppoTinces, w^c might fufpeft^ 

*^* that war, peftilence, and famitie, had 

^* tronftimed in a few years, the nioie^ 

" of the human fpecies.*' Behold, Deatfc, 

ittid 'H<^| ibllowtng him! and maiic 

this faul teftnhony of a Writer, -who in 

,many paflages betrays a foittei^ enmity to 

the nam^ of 4Chrift, to the truth of this 

.prophecy !•" He neglefb. not however 



to 



* The TdfBinony of this writer, to the tevcak& 
account of th'is perlodi is (o very ntxaxtaitHe, 'di« 
• ' • J think 



view of the Prophecies, &c. 2$' 



t' 



to record thoft periods of perTecutiofi io^ 
w^hich the next feal fo plainly alludes^, 
(See the fixteenth chapter of Gib66n*s 
hiftbrj)'' And, faith St. John whei^he. 

C " iad 

_ — __- .^ — , .^ ,,.. 

I think tfaple leaders who either haye not alitady 
read J or bare not obfenrcd itj will be fiir from 
thinking the following extrai6t improperly intro« . 
diicedf ^ Bot ^ Icnig and general fiunine was 'a 
*^ tralamity of a more ierioot'kihd. Itwasthe'Ia* 
^' evitable confeqoence. of ra|iine and oppreffida»' 
^< which extirpated jbe prodoce of the prefent and . • 
''f the hope of fbtore harveftt. Famine is almoft al« 
'< ways followed by epidemical difeaies, the ef« 
'' fedt of fcanty and nnwholefome food. Otlier 
'' caufes nioft however have contribatedto the iiiri* 
<< 008 plagae, which from the year 250 to the jrtac' ' 
^ 2659 raged witlioot interruptioi^ in every pro- . 
<' vinccf every city^ and almoft every fiunily of 
** the Roman empire. During fome time five 
*' thottfiindperibns died daily in Rome; and man/ ' 
^' towns, that had efcaped the hands of the barba* 
** rians^ were entirely depopolated%'' Cibb* ch 
io» 












a6 A:^^MV(^l ^^^ conmQci 

had opened. the Qfth.fciilv. I. Taw undei; . 
' the ^tar the fouls qjF> them that were, 
(or ra^ther had fe^en)/ " llain for the, 
*' ifrordjof Godt ap4 for thft* te(lixnonyr> 
**. whi^]^ they held ;, and they cried with 
** a loud voice, faying. Hew long O 
"lIofdiTHiSIy and True, doft thou not 
jtad^-aftd avrage otrr hloo(f on them 
that dwelt ofi the iearth ?. and white 
rpbw^er^ giyeA unto eyqry: piie of:, 
-$l^?iPfi.?«d itwMrfoidiwto.t^^^ that 
"tfthleyi ftioiiikl mft yelfopfrJltlk: feafom. 
•• %&tiltheir fcHow ftivatits ilfdatid their 
**^brethreq, that^ iChpuld be kil|ed»'«« they 
'•'T^cie, /flbi0^4/biafiA^^^ M^t^ is 

{lxpil^)Q ei&pr«l£^ an.', interval, between 
paA .perfectKHoa, . pointied at by, ** tbem 
**-wh<iBadbeien flaln/' and future juft. 
impending, cleartjf figni^^d^by me«tioii. 
of.thpfe, whQ V in a. iitUc^Cp«fi>J9,. flKHtld- 
'^.ta«.ktUed; as. they, w^e.** Aad fuch 
WM tfao' feafen which fucceeded the 

dread* 



vifw iff the ProfhecieSf &c. a^ 

dreadfnl "diftradiotis abovementioiicd ; 
from the death of Valerian, under wfaofh 
the eighth perfecotion rook ^iSace, to 
the two laft and mod dreadful of allj 
imder the reign of Diocletian and his 
aflbciates in tht empire. After which 
Aat great change took place througlb 
which according to the prlsdiGEions of 
Daniel, the Ibrvahtis 6f Gdd '* Were 
^ hblpen with a htde brip" ind Which 
ins thut pre^fignified to St. Jdhti^^AnA 
^ i hthcM, inhtn he had opeh^d the 
*< bkth ftsil, ihd l6, tht^e Va^ a ^I'ealt 
^ earthqtiiilki I and the IViii ^tti^ii 
^ bliik ali ftfctetoth 6t h'ai^, aftdf' ife^ 
<^ in6bn betaitie ^^ blddd ; ahcl th^ i^^fs 
«« of heaVtn tell tttit6 the eahh, t?vcfa ai 
*i fig-trte taMh h^r tiAtitody fi^^ 
« when &t is fhatfcn 6l? i riilghty tfr^iM • 
f* arid the heJiVen^ Adj^artfed as k' fc¥6*ri; 
« when kk rolled td^^ther; ihd eV^/y 
^^ mbtintaih kbd ifland w6re itfoVed out 

C 2 ** of 
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'' of their places. And the kings of the 
« earthf and the ffreat men, and the 
\\ ncl} x^ien, and the chief captains, and > 
.«*: thjc. tnighty men, and every bond 
*' n^an, aiid every free man hid them- 

^< felves in the .dens and in the rocks of 

.' ■ . • •■ 

y the mountains ; and faid to the moun- 

fi • • ■ ^ ' 

«'' {aijM.iaQd rpcks, Fall on us and hide 
*r >i; from i)ie face of him that fitteth 
«» on, the throne, and from the wrath of 
•« the, lamb : \For the great day of his 
*' wrath is come ; and wl^ Ihall be ablo 
'« (O.ftand?''. Hereismoftnianifeftlybe* 
tc^^ed ip the ftrong^ft fymbols a great 
j^MuagS in the.goyermng powers of the 
wosldy aad,fo>tn a companion < with the 
pn;ceding' feal, evidently thofe powers^ 
1>y- which ^tbe fenrants of God, and 
t^nft^had even till tl>en been perfecuted. 
Axiii.hy what could the powers of 
hteatliea Rome be more ftrongly charac- 
Mrizedi or the time of J^beir removal 
. . more 



vie»tf tke Prophecies, (ic 5j 

more amiratdjr mnAtA, thkti as Tuc* 
ceeding a greit peffb'datioh df^ ihi 
chuicb ? It was thtn by the viaori^s o# 
Ccm(hiiitiii6 th^t the ^re^t pa[tr6ns of ike 
faeathcfir worifaip tv'er^i ddltf6^^d : It wa4 
tken by his couverfiofi, th^t tiie honour 
paid to- the faoft of hea:ven was' wifbr 
drawn. Hie (un was ^^Hved of tiis 
gloiy, - and the tAaoh ot het (pknddar. 
nd tbe teaiiher^ of the heathen worlct!: 
(appimrefxtl/ charaderized^ by the ftart, 
whieh are ufed as guides by the wanderi* 
ersof the night) fell frdfn their exalted" 
flation:. While by the removal of the 
feat ot th« ettipire, fibm^ what ixiay 
not improperly be termed tKc th'rqiie 
<tf idolatry, Itiomi?/ to Cdiillaiitinbple^ 
whofe mnabitttfits; is the abov6 cTtect; 
fiiftoiia^r ttAiiSetj^ afterwards loalteil, 
tUat thdf dtyiui AeW iieth pQlYuttadt^. 
with 'Adtg, ibtiSpifiiiiViheivehiotlkoiae 
iepMVid'ui i^toYt^-^vAhnce tbefetien. 

G 3 htUs> 
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hills of the new city muft have been m 
part covered with inhabitants from the 
(even hills of the old, (for fo m^xiy 
were there in each) and as well as the 
great meii| mai^ plebeians Ukewife muft 
have followed the migration of the court, 
th^. iUands, (for fo jnoft fatally were 
the plebeian habitations in Rome term- 
edj .together with the hills wipre moved 
9ut pf their places. While thofe who 
had joined, in perfecuting the chriitians 
mull have been ftricken with .terrour on 

",..■■♦«•■■ 

feeing them become triumphant. And 
further, in refpe6l to that part of the 
metaphorical language of this paflage, 
in which itis fai4, '^ the, fun became 

'li /"j III! ... • ■- ■ ^ 

' ^ 'black as fack . clgth of h^ir : *' the f ol« 
lowing particular^ ftated b^ Mr. Gibbon 
ought Aot .to be omitte4.: that, before 
his converfion '' the devotion of Conf-. 
'* tantipe was peculiarly. 4ire£ted to the« 
!.' £enms of the, fun, t^e apollo of 

•;Greek* 



■*• •• 



.1 



view of the Propkeciee,^ &c. jx 

** Greek and Roman mythology ;'' and 
that *' the fun was uaiverfally celebrated 
'' as the invindUe guide and protedorof 
** Conftantine/' (Gibb. ch.20.) yet Tach 
was the change, that in the words of the 
fame hiftorian ; ^* many years before his 
*^ baptifm and death, Conftantine had 
^* proclaimed to the world, that neither 
" his perfon or image (hould ever more 
*^ be feen. within the walls of an idola« 
**• trous temple/' (id. Hid.) Nor (hbuld 
it be pailed oyer in filence^ that - that 
emperour who afterwards endeavoured 
to reftore the fervioe of the idols, was 
peculiarly addi^d to. the worfliip of ihe 
fame feigned d^eity. " For he" (Julian) 
fays the fame writer, in ch. 23. *' Dedi« 
*' caCed a ddmeftic chapel to' his tutelar 
** deity, the fun, and ey^ry morning he 
*' faluted the parent of light ; (fuch are 
the words. of Mr. Gibbon^);** with a fa-) 

!* crifice-: the Uood .of another riOim, 

•* - • •■ 

was 



I 



3g it gekMii and iPUneffiA • 

f^ was. fli,td at the moimes^ when the 
f^ fun' lUok below tdi€ Hofiuon : and the, 
!"( mcMUk, t)ieAayi4''and' tiieg#tfii of th6 
^^^ Dighr reteivecti tlieir rtipeAive and 
Vfeafonable Jibnouvft- ■ f f om the inde* 
-' faugable devotion^ of Julian/' Ih; 
fovefliemiig: dienr tbe* ii^pienai iecep« 
tiohiaad^ftablillimdlat^ of ^httt'do^rBie, 
vtoch : h^ ItSv pFetraiQiK}^ fmall^ o^r* 
thtewi this fuperftitioa fa- ftfohgly prc-^ 
iaailuQig »t the lame time in two ifttperial 
knalto;^ was tkevt not foimetbing^ peeuli<p 
trtjK proper inr the ufe ef the emblem ei 
the- fuQ) moon, amd ftara being iborn of 
thdv g^cnrjs and diprmd of tfaeir in? 



V 



GttiA'p Iiowe^er as^waii the ziteaMion 
thuiipEFodMe^iii tiieifdigioA of the em- 
pire, iseithex'the Incerity of many of the 
GohKetti, noi; the ebntkiuaHoe of the 
puiAtjjo o^warflupwas^gitalfyy IhaiR that 

which 
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which wa s prrfignified by the fpirit 
of prophecy, through the words of 
Daniel : " They (hall be holpen with a 
*' little help, but maiiy fiiall cleave to 
.** them with flatteries/ - ' In the Apo- 
calj^fe, the ctrcamftahces of' the' fdin^e 
period "aire defcribield iiinder the figu'te of 
the fttfpenfion of the diirine judgenient^ 
upon the eatih,'' unfit the fervants'tif 
God* were feated. * By which I conceive 
was forefhewh, hot only that agjt^at 
number of real-believers ihould then re- 
teive the fe^of biiptifm ; but that the 

* f * 

oceiirvences of the* time woiild t^d to 
fepiuale the real from the feigned chrif- 
laihs. ' For fuch St. Paul had declared 
would be the - ufe - of- -faerefies ; imd in 
thefo the age of Conftanttne and .his fucs^ 
ceflburs; mofft remarkably abounded' t 
*' For there nmft be a^fo herefiies among 
** you that they whi<^ ^re-lip^m>ved majj^ 
'* be may tnidc "itaMSeflf athongybui^ 
' (Cor. 



34 Agemrai m4 c^nfuB^ 

/ Car. Qk. II, V. i^.) and of fuch t^ryais 
had O.aBiel alfo fpoken as taki&g place 
at 1^3 pwod: *• And fotne of tMni <tf 
V undeirilaoding ihall £ail, to cry ^ibem, 
" pujd fp purge, and ; to to^ls^ tlhem 
^V wJiitPi evien to tfae time of end: b^ 
'>\ f^^ip it ia yet for an appointed iMne/' 
WJherc the fuggefti^qithat-tMs fpedei$ oif 
jp^obation iDbuUi c<munue for .the tryal <^ 
^VCT^fjgeicraftoo of chuftia^s, ^vca* to 

tim fpod, 4;of]^eQ^Dde with what ia tauighlt 
U^ \xy ihp command f^id in* ^he^ fouitJi 
.yfirre of the piiieteentb (^i^i|^}}r of gcViB^ 
^tjx^ C€t he given to th^ }QCii|fti;i. 'VlM 

f ; ^ lyrhi^ ibf^ not the fejd fff GiHi in thfar 
*•: ^i:^ead;:^.".»: ^^d w^il? , fr4«n .pain* 
.^ experienci^ fvery iincerq ^Jiriftiatl 
Jcnows» that. fuel} txya^ ftill; comjwiei 
i^ach may j^fyf tjl^e 190A , ^iicqiiii^ging 
Cpof^lf tio^^y frpin this aflu^n^ ; of the 

himi 



view of the P^offkeies; &t. f^^ 

Wm, whi^i\ th-rfe»pa(rages aflFordl " And 
" after tijcft- tiki? -s"* (the rcvoluti m m ' 
the cmpir<r) •• 1 IW. ffjys St. John J 
'*. four sktkgti^ ftandirig on the four c^r- 
*' mers of the earth, holding the four 
" vrmds o§ the earth, ihat the winds 
*' ftM^ld iK>t' blow on- the earth, nor on 
'''tb6 feai itor onany tree. And I* faw 
*^ anotliier angel iifcetidiiig from the 
*' eaft, banng'the Osal 4if tHe living Gqd^ 
'* And he eriied' with a loud voice to the 
*' four angek", t!o whom it was givto tor 
** hurt: the earth and the fca, faying, 
"hurt! not 'the earth; neither the fivai, 
** • nop the trees',' till we have fealed the 
*':fcrva^W of our God in their f6rfr- 
•* •h«ad»/' Yc^, 7, 1, 2, 3.) Nor was it only 
, - . the 

. -i ■ • 

t 

••* Thtfc ^of(fs'a&ahi1fi<;ftIy: indicate not mcrerjr a 
feflfbh'df peace to the churchy fticl) as was expcri- 
enced on Conftantine's declaring in favour of 
chriftianity ; but a fufpenfion of impending judge- 

ncnts 
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• 

tke contentions that arofe between the 
chriftians concerning different points of 
the dodrine of fcripture, that tended to 
demonftrate who would honeftly feck, 
and finoerely obey the truth ; but the 
teni|x>rary . revival of paganifin under 
Julian bad, asi we learn from the* writer, 
to whom I am fo much indebted for e* 
lucidating the conpletion of this part of 
the liqe of projpbecy, contributed to the ' 
fanpfe , purpofe. . ** It 15 indeed " (fay/ 
tl^is .ufeful aut)iour) ** more than pro* 
** hable, that the reftoratioa and encour* 
*' agement of paganifm revealed a mul« 
'* titude of jiretended chriftians, who fipom 
"' .motives of temporal advantage, had. 
^ • a^uiefced in the religion pf the for- 



nefits of heaven i while the emblematic beaier iit 
the feid coming from the caft^ aid the phfaff» 
§u'r God, i^nly expreis^ that the difcipk^of the 
gofpclwcre thefcaled* 

'• mer 
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** ihei'Hgn, an<f whaaftcrwartlbtetUTtitd 
*« wfth thfrfamt flcxibiHt/df confciciice, 
*• ttx the fidthf' which was profcflfcd by 
•;tlfefiicccffow of Jtriiakit'^(Gibb. a.23.) 
Aiidfiba»^ umcH at a later pi!Hod/ preten* 
deiw<i^ ihtennixed with real chriftians, 
ia the- manner which the diftin6lion of 

m _ 

theft ikft by ftafing them indicates, and 
wMfch the phrafe of the prophet, " fliall 
** cleave to them with flatteries," fy 
properly »dfcfcribes, we have another tcf- 
tiiriony from' the ' unfufpcfted pen of 
Gibbon. " The churches were Sited 
^* with the encreafing muhitudes of 
" thofe unworthy profelytes; who had 
*• cotiformed, from temporal motives, to 
** the teigntng religion : and whilft they 
" devoutly imitated the pofturei^ and 
*' recited the prayers of the faithful; 
" they fatisfied their confcien'ce by filent 
" and fincere invocation oiF the gods of 
** antiquity/' (Gibb. 28.) And were 

D not 
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not thofe who efcaped from the errours, 
and fcandal of herefy, on the one hand^- 
i^nd from the contagion of. hypocrify on 
the other, fo as to preferve the integrity 
and purity of their principles ^ prac- f 
tice, amidfl: furrounding temptations^- ; 
really fuch conquerours through Chrift 
as to anfwer to the emblem of a multi* 
tude {landing before the throne, and be- 
fore the lamb, clothed with w})ite robes 
the^ enfigns of innocence, and having 
palms, the fymbols of triumph in their 
handle 

How great were the miferies infli£led 
not by the heathen perfecutors, only biit 
by the barbarians who had embraced 
chriftianity under the Arian herefy, may 
be imagined from the following account 
of what a large body of citizens fullered, 
who were delivei:ed by order of Hun. 
nerie,.king of the Vandab to the Moors 

of 
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cf the Defert, — *** A venerable train of 
•* bifliops, prelbytcrs, and deacons, with 
^' a faithful crowd of four thoufand and 
«• ninety-fix perfons, whofe guilt is not 
•* precifeiy afcertained, were torn from 
** ih^ir. native homes by the command 
•* of Hunneric. During the night 
** they were confined like a herd of 
** cattle, anudfb their own ordure: 
«^ during the day they purfued {heir 
•< march tnrer the burning fands ; and if 
^ they fainted under the heat and fatigue, 
" they were goaded, or dragged alonf^ 
*■ tiH they^ expired in the hands of their 
■^•' 'tdrmtotbrfc'*— »-attd,** refpeftable citi- 
•^ -zenfr, noUeirnatrohsl and confecrated 
•* virgins, were ftri^ptd naked, and 
** raifed in the air by puUies, with a 
♦« weigfal' ' fufpended at their feet. In 
^ thisj painful attitude, their naked 
♦^'bodies were timi with fcourges, or 
""'burnt in the moil tender parts with 

D 2 " red-hot 
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** red-hot platen ,pf iron : the ampu- 
«^* tation of the ears, the, nofe, the 
** jipngue, and ;th^ right. hs^nd, Wja^jnflic- 
•* ted by the Arians; ^nd^thqugh the 
•• pr^cife number ;fiaRBpt >e defined, it is 
'! evid^at, Hhflr many; p^irfqns, ^morig 
•* Wjhooi .a biljiop, and ^ap^Qjcpnruriiray 
«f b^ ^P^^^^d were intitled to l;he cnQwn 



. .i 



How 4?fcri|3*iyie .5)f ftp4, jfeojv ^yro- 

CGoint glv^ui to tber^F^Pgelift ;of |j||ofe 
jfeen in t^evifion^ {cJi. 7« ?/. ^^40 -> Wfeefe 
^ ^re.th^ which cj^jgj>nj^ .of grtf^^jtri^ 
(*' bijil«tf9p, ^iifl l?^€fir?^he4rU>e.Vii9>hes 
f.* ^ndocn^df ^^m whit^ i^ the b}ofi4 of 
*^ jtfaje laqaj}. Therefore fire thqy before 
•f the t^Qfte of Qpd< ^ f^rpq bint 
ff <^j^ ai^d x}ight iqL:^}& tfmple f a^d:h« 
5.* ,thajt.fit/;eth a?, ^hp tferon^ ^^IJidweU 
" mPg (thejB,. Tfo^jf ftftjl hunger no 
. . r ** more; 
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** more; neithier third siny more; neither 
** (hall the fun light on them, nor any 
•• heat. For the lamb which is in the 
^ midft of the throne (hall fe6d them ^ 
^ and ihall kad them unto living foun- 
*^ tains bf waters : and God fhall wipe 
•^ away all tears^from their eyes/*^ 

Sti LL it IS a melancholy reffeftion tho*- 
it is not to be pafled over in lilencei (be« 
caufe every individual may fatisfy him*- 
felf of the truth of the reprefentation^. 
and ought thence ta draw a powerful 
leflbn of pefrfonal caution,) That thi» 
multitudte great as it is reprefentcd, is 
ftill in coinparifon with the bulk of the 
jbtiman- race/ fa fmall, that both the 
prophet and' the apoftle fp&ak of it as^ 
very feleft ; a truth which will be ftill 
more ftrongly marked by the progrefs of 
tUis reveiw. Now the former having^ 

D 3 declared;. 
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declared^ that the Yifiqa w^§ . PPjt Y%% 
complete, propcccjs. to IkeiicU o^t th« 
condu£l of the gov^rwijci^ power of t,ha£ 
pprtiop of the world of iwhieh hie vs^s 

peaking, the fuccfffqrf in t^9f liQOtVi 
archy by \Yhich .Jer.u,C*kiii was laid 
wafte. . " And t^l^^ kin^. ;f^3^& tjbe t<?xt,), 
^^ fhall do according to his will, and he 
•* fljal) ^xa<^t himfelf, ,and magijify. hipji- 
*; icif aJbpM^ ey^r^,Gp4 apd flhifU fpefilR 
" niarvellous. things .^gainft the C 0,4 9^^ 

, Qods,.an4 IhaU profp^r tiJjl Ab^ '^^\Sg{ 
vkf;^i^B,.h^ ^ipcotmplilhqd.: foy, jthal; tj\^ 

• is determined ft fl^l bf^dpnf^ .IsIc;^J;)fjr( 

•| ihiiU i?. ^ftaxd-ti^e ^od,of4liftf4it^e;^?fJ 
". i^or jhe dtfiire, ot wQinw;^: n^h^f^m^ 

•' any God,: Jbn^he Ib"^^ m^f^^l^^j 
*^ Jelf al^ove.4^^ ,,^^\}^ his{eftatej(h^j 
*Vhe h^^nour tt^i.Godaf foj:ces,'' (pjifp/er.r. 
*<^ ha^^xap^e ^qcurfttely; with ths.^TigM^ft^ 
** %itifiq-cad of Go^, P^Q^eap^^pv/ir hi^ , 
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pofleffion Iball he honour/'j* and 3 
Cpdwhuni h^sfatbers kiieiy.notihall hts 
^ honour witlf gi>ld ftiy^ aadtKithpre^ 
i* cious:.ft^>n|t!^andwrtli plfcafant things/' 
** i.hiw. fliail h^ do ill the moft llrOngi 
*•• holdii, (or rather and over hn ftrong^ 
** holdsthtjftifiil appoint.piotcftc^isj w;th 
**• a ftrapgje gqd whom iic flinJ^acknow- 

" l^^g?^ wd encr^afe with gl^Ty.; and 
** 4haU divides, the land fur gain. And 
'' at t|;iie time of ihfT end (bftU the king^ 
•J'lftfi ^he iout^ pulh at him l*axi)d thef 
** MngP^ the. nprth: ft»Uf docate ajgaihfl? 
*' him like ^ w\^ix\mnA^ with chariotsr 



1 . 



• For the cxaA completion of this part of the 
propKctick Hiftory ofthc Man of Sin, 'the reader 

msjr confult the learned Bp. Kewton, OAtheplace* 

.* ■ . ■ ■ ■ ' • 1 

-^ + How accuratel)r the patronrfaints of the Ro« 

man cKurcli cdrre(pond with' this predi^ion, a 

Ihtk refteAiotaf wilt IheV Hit Veidcr, 

' i I. . . . T .':t .11. a 4 <4 ^ 1^^' 



r: 



44 '^ general and cowteBed 

« 

^^ and with horfemcn, and with many 
" Ihips ; irid he (hall ent^r into the 
t<< xouatries,' «nd Ihall overflow; and 
•* pafs over, he Ihall enter alfo into the 
f^ glorious land, and many countries 
** fhall be overthrown: but t'hefe Ihall 
** efcape out' of his hand, even Edbmi 
** and Moab, ^d the chief of the chil- 
" dren-'of Ammon. He (hall ftrctch forth 
*^ his handi^airo upon the countries andf 
. ^ the land of Egypt fliall not efcape ; but 
^ he (hall have iM)Wer over the gold an J 
filler, andK>ver all the precious things' 
of Egypt : and' the Ly bians andP the 
Ethiopians (hall be at his fieps. But 
tidings out of the eaft and out o^the 
north (hall trouble him, therefore he 

' • ■ , * 

(hall go forth, with great fury to de- 

.... , ^ 

** ftroy and utterly to make away many, 

* And he (hall plant the taberpacleis o£ 

■.'■■■ i- 
< his palaces betwicen the &a& in tho; 

« . glorious holy mountsun*; -yet (hall he 

V •' consie 
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. *' come to.his end, and none fhall help 
" him." (Dan. ch.iiyV. 36, to the end." 
The courfe df prc^etick hiftory thus 
delivercd'hy Daniel in ten, vcrfes is di- 

. ';i^.eifificd withfo mainy particulars by St. 

'John, as to iomploy abnoft as many 
{Chapters:: jtt where the prophet had 
r&(bended:lx) more tninble defcriptioni 

-iftfaeapofile has. avoided uiineceflary re- 

vpsfition, M'tfatt .pTO{ihet hisfelf has not 
Rpeited intfaisL'paffage'ivhet be had, is 
wilO be ' 'hereafDier lioticed, ■ ftkted in a 

•fixxiner :ciiajpter,^ " " Axid "wheh (faitih.the 

''<^:crb0^''iftw).ti«uiid e^wtied the 1 event h 

« fead,- thcife A^ai* fikaice in heiydn atroUt 

'** the fpace of haJf att lioiar^ aiwi liaw 

•* the feven angi^sl which, flood befcDire 

> GCkI, and to them' were given feven 

.** trumpets.*^ ' 

' * . ■ I ■ 

iHTE^iPHETEk^ have noticed the al- 
iniion here made to thb fervice of the 

Jewifh 
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Jcwifti temple, iiv which filence was ob- 
ferved during *lthe offering of the incenfe 
and while fuch a filence beft expreft the 
humble devotion of the iv^orffiippers, " fo 
here it ftrongly implies- in the fpoc- 
tators and minifters of the divine juc^e- 
ments, an anxious expe£):atian of what 
was about to be infii6led on the earthy 
- and the infli&ions^ as they tended to de- 
: ftroy, bbthi in it$ primiidve and later 
form, the fourth grbat empire of Daniel^ 
(the total fall of which, cilKler hiat, whom 
' St. Paiil declares^ the Lord (hall dc&xo^ 
by the brightnefs of bis coming; h like 
that of J^richb^ th^ ' firft ftep^ tawards 
' kingdoms ^ the ^arth being given 
to the faints of the Moll High) are ^ mar- 
ked a& the ftages ^of the fall of that city 
were, by the founding of feven trumpets.^ 
But before the founding of thefe com- 
menceth, the* (late- of -the : chriiliait 
world is foretold by a. molt fig^i^canit 

emblem 



vievi 4>f the Prophecies^ C?c. 47 

emblerh. *' And .another angel came 
*' :and ftood at the altar^ having a golden 
*' .cenfer ; and there was given unto him 
*' much incenfe that he fhould offer it 
*' with the praycirs bf all faints upon the 
*^ golden altar which was before the 
" throne." Here furely is marked a 
period in which the corruptions prevail- 
ing among chriftiaqs, (flowing perhaps 
from theii^ i profperity> lignified by the 
cenfer being of goldj rendered much 
incenfe neCeflary to pake their prayers 
acceptable; nor a^s this is placed im- 
mediately before the founding of the 
firft ^rumpet^ ought we but to conclude, 
that the fubje£i: of them was fomething 
threatened, by th^; trumpets, and there- 
fore too not eafily granted. But what 
could this be, fo probably as a delay of 
the impending judgements? fmce we 
know, that the ancient chriftians prayed 
for tbd! duration of the Roman empire. 

Mark 
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Mark then the pcogrefe ofthe propfaec^i 
*' And the fmoke of the incenfe whick 
came with the prayers of the (amts, 
afcendedup before God out of the 
*' angers haasdv And the^ angel took 
" thecen&r, and filled it with fire oft bil 
*' altar, and cafl; it into the earth : £ind 
*' there were voices and tbunderings- 
'' afkl' li^tnin^s, and an earthquake.** 
If aflions W exprefive, the^ petition fdr 
a delay wasr accepted ; and all farther 
applications on that head forbidden by 
caftiiig the cenfer away : while its b^ing 
filled with fire from the altar^ but too 
plainly indicated; that the fucdeeding 
troubles fhould .at leaft, be forwarded 
by^thofe, who minift^r at the altais and 
the immediate coming on of voices, and 
thandetings, and lightnings^ and an 
earthquake, manifefted,^ that though 
the fQundit>g o^ the trumpets {l^uld be 
deferred^ yet there fhbuld foUow^folne' 

im- 
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immediate judgements. Let us now 
turn to the hiftory of this period. In 
the reign of Valentinian and Valcns wq 
find the prelude to the fall of the em- 
pire, (which according to Mr. Gibbon, 
ch. 26. * may juflly be dated from the 
reign of Valcns,) in the pcrmiflion 
granted to the Goths to pafs the Danube, 
and the exertions made by the officers 
ofValens, ** That not a fingle barbarian 
'* of thofe who were rcferved to fubi^ert 
** the foundations of Rome, fhould be 
** left on the oppofitc Chore. The whole 
*' mafs of people which compofed this 
•* formidable emigration, muft have 
** amounted to near a million of perfons 
" of both fexes and of all ages." If 
then we view this multiude as reprefented 
by the hiflorian before their pafiage 
covering, *' a fpace of many miles along 
" the banks of the river; and \^'ith 
" outftrctched arms, and pathetic la- 

E " mcntatioKi-, 
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•* mentatidns, loudly deploring their 
«« paft tnisfortunes and their prdfent 
•• danger j'* aild after their paffage, firft 
becoming, from the ill ufage of the im- 
perial oflicers, clamorous, and then 
commencing hoftilities, which continued 
ieveral years, and in which the ertiper- 
Our hisfelf was flain, and the extenfive 
provihces from Conftantindple to the 
jtilian Alps being ravaged by the bar- 
i3arians exhibited a moll diftrefsful fcene 
of rapes, maffacres, and conflagrations ; 
We Ihall not be at a lofs for the voices, 
and thunderings, :^nd lightnings, nor 
even for the earthquake that followed 
the fall of the cenfer, — and yet for a 
literal accom'pliflitnent of this laft, we 
have the further teftimony of the writer 
who unintentionally contributes fo 
much to ihe eluciclation of thefe pre- 
diftions. ** In the fecdnd year of the 
** teigti of Valantinian and Valens, on 

<' the 
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the morning of the twenty-firfl: of July, 
the greateft part of the Roman world 
was fhaken by a violent and deftruftivc 
earthquake, the impreffion was com- 
municated to the waters ; the ftioies 
of the Mediterranean were left dry, 
by the fudden retreat of the fea 5 
great quantities of fifh were caught 
with, the hand ; large veffels were 
ftranded on the m.ud ; and a curious 
fpeftator amufed his eye, or rathfer 
his fancy, by contemplating the vari- 
ous appearance of vallies ancj n^oun- 
tains which h:id never fince the forma- 
tion of the globe, been expofed to the 
fun. But the tide foon returned with 
the weight of an immenfe.and irre- 
fiftihle deluge, which was feverely 
felt on the coaft qf Sicily, of Dalma- 
tia, of Greece, and of l^gypt : large 
boats were tranfported, and lodged 
on the roof» of the houfes, or at the 

E 2 *' diftancc 
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*' diftance of two miles from the fliore : 
** thepeople with their habitations, were 
fwept away by the waters : and the 
•' city of Alexandria annually comme- 
** morated the fatal day, on which fifty 
•• thoufand perfons loft their lives ia 
** the inundation." ( ch. 26. ) But 
while the attendant circumflances of the 
fall of the cenfer are thus verrified by 
hiftory, the acceptance of the prayers 
previoufly oflPered is no lefs fo, in the 
profperous reign of Theodofius the 
great, during which the impending ruin 
of the empire was delayed for fixteen 
years : and of whom, Mr. Gibbon has 
left us the following eulogium ; ** The 
** genius of Rome expired with Theo- 
«• dofius, the laft of the fucceffors of 
*' Auguftus and Conftantine who ap- 
*' peared in the field at the head of their 
" armies, and whofe authority was uni- 

** verfally 
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«• verfaUy aeknowledged thraughout th^ 
•' whole extent of ilje empire." 

\ 

As I have ventured ta apply the cen- 
fer's being filiecj with fire from the altar- 
as an emblem that the fucceediqg trou- 
bles 'fbould at lead be forwarded by 
ihtire who minidered dA the altar; it 
i^ay be cxpe^ed that I Ihould bring 
fome proofs of the ill-conduft, either 
pf the clergy in .general, or at leaft of 
the heads of the churches in. that age. 
Therefore, although every one ac- 
quainted with ecclefiaftical hiftory knows 
bow greatly corruption had at thi^ 
period fpread among the facred order* 
and the prevalence of herefies is itfelf 
9 fuflBcient proof of it ; f fince they were 
nioftjy fet on foot by ecclefiaftics.) I 
yet will lay before the reader, two paf- 
fages of the hiftory of the decline and 
fall of the Roman Ixppire on this fub- 

E 3 jea 
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je^, — the firft is part of an cxtraft made 
by the authour from an hiftorian of the 
time. *• The ardour of Damafus and 
•* Urfinus to feize the epifcopal feat (of 
** Rome) furpafled the ordinary meafurc 
** of human ambition. They contended 
** with the rage of party ; the quarrel 
" was maintained by the wounds and 
death of their followers; and the prae- 
•« feft, unable to refill or to appeafe 
•* the tumult, was conftrained by fu- 
** peri or violence to retire into the fu- 
** burb^. Damafus prevailed. One 
** hundred and thirtv-feven dead bodies 
were found in the Bafilica, where the 
chriftians held 'their religious affem- 
*' blies ; and it was long before the an* 
•* gry minds of the people fefumed their 
** accuftomed tranquillity. When I 
** confider the fplendour of the capital, 
«• I am not afloniftied that fo valuable 
•* a prize fhould inflame the defires of 

i ** ' ambitious 
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' *• ambitious men, and produce the 
** fiercell and mod obflinate contefts, 
•^ the fuccefsful candidate is fecure, that 
*' he will be enriched by the ofFeiings 
*' of matrons ; that as foon as his drefs 
" is compofed with becoming care and 
elegance, he may proceed in his 
chariot, thro* the ftreets of Rome 5 
« and that the fumptuoufnefs of the im- 
«< perial table will not equal the profufe 
•* and delicate entertainments provided 
" by the tafte and at the expence of the 
•« Roman pontiflFs/, (ch. 25 J The 
other paflage on this head I extraft from 
the account of the perfecution of the 
Donatifts given in the thirty-third chap* 
ter. ** By thefe feverities, the fanatics 
*« ,were provoked to madnefs and defpair, 
** the deftroyed country was filled with 
«« tumult and bloodfhed; the armed 
** troops of Circumcellions alternately 
*' pointed their rage againft themfelvesor 

*' againft 



5^6 A general and conneSei 

** agaitift their adverfaries. Under thefo 
** circunaftances Genfevic Chewed himfelf 
** to the Donatifts as, a powerful d^ 
** liverer, the conqueft of Africa was 
c« facilitated by the aftive zeal, or fecre* 
*• favour of a domeftic faftion ; and the 
** intolerant fpirit which difgraccd the 
** triumph of chriftianity, contributed 
** to the lof^ of the moft important pro^ 
•* vinqe of the weft/* 

Having faid thus much at prefent in 
fupport of my interpretations ; I pro- 
ceed iti the propofed review ; during 
the progrefs of which, other teftimonie*^ 
to the fame purpofe may, perhaps pre^. 
fent themfelves« 

Thi trumpets which precede the fall 
of the ancient Roman empire are three ; 
atnd the judgements prefigured under 
them have been applied to the three 

great 
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great iilvafionsof the imperial territories, 
which took place one after the other, 
beginning with the very period of time 
marked in this prophecy, by the found- 
ing of the firft trumpet; and which were 
fcvcrally conduced by Alaric the Goth, 
Atilla the Hun, andGenferic the Vandal: 
whofe powerful attacks contributed in fo 
efpecial a manner to the overthrow of 
the empire, that we find them clafTed 
togethei in the following pafTages of the 
hjftorian hitherto fo conftantly cited by 
me — ** The terrible Genferic; a name 
** which in the deftruflion of the Roman 
*' empire, has deferved an equal rank 
•' with the names of Alaric and Attila " 
(Gibb.cA. 33) The following are the 
words in which St- John defcribes the 
firft of thefe fatal infliftions—" And the 
firft angel founded, and there follow- 
ed hail and fire mingled with blood, 
" and they were caft upon the earth : 

*« and 
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•* and the third part of the trees was 
** burnt up, and all green grafs was 
•' burnt up." 

Although I have in general referred 
the reader, to former writers, for the in- 
terpretation of particular emblems em- 
ployed ia this prophecy, it feems in fome 
um^iiixxt ueceflary here to uotice, the four 
divifioDS made under the iirtl four trurru 
p^ts of the Roman world : a i^rafe uiv» 
del? which that empire is, in conformity 
with ancient writers, frequ^e^tly mention^* 
endt by th^ authour of the'^ hiftory of it's 
dfif^line aBd faU. From tbti well known 
emblem then, ufed under the fourth to 
exprefs the ruling powers of the ftate, 
that is, the heavenly bpdies, we may 
from a;nalogy conclude; what is meant 
hy the earth, oa which the hail and fire 
under the firft trumpet were caft. For 
as the earth k m it's, natural (ituation 

oppofite 



\ 



vi^w" ofihc Prophecies^ (3c. 59 

oppofite to the heavens, fo the fubjeflis 
are oppofitc to the rulers of a country ; 
arid the moft diftant fubjefts, thofe for 
inftancc on the borders of an empire, the 
tnoft fo. Again, fince the land includes 
in it the rivers andfprings^ the ftorm of 
of hail and fire, poured upon the former 
it naay be expefted, will be found to 
extend in their deflmftion to the t(»wns 
and cities, which ( as I Ihall prefently 
prove) muft by analog^ be included un- 
der the emblem of rivers and fountains 
of water. The fccond trumpet brings 
an heavy inffliftion on the fea, which is 
ih fcripture repeatedly applied to mul- 
titudes and to armies, and being general- 
ly confidered and efpecially by the 
Tcriptural writers, as at a diftance, and 
bounding the land, well reprefents the 
tlDOps of an empire employed in defence 
of it's frontiers, while this explanation of 
the fea leatls at once to that of the foun- 
tain. 
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tains, and the rivers : for thefe preftrv- 
ing the analogy founded in the acknow- 
ledged interpretation of the emblem of 
the celeftial bodies, can be no other than 
the fources and fl reams, by which the 
multitude of waters is replenifhed ; 
which are in fa6l the villages, towns and 
cities of a country ; for thence are its 
armies recruited. 

With this interpretation of the fym- 
bols, fupplied (I muft again requeft the 
reader to obferve) at leaft in its principles, 
by the text itfelf, we fhall find little dif* 
ficulty in difcerning the accuracy of the 
completion. 

Quickly after the death of Theodo- 
fius the Great, clouds of barbarians in- 
vaded, different provinces of the empire. 
** He died, (^fays Mr. GibbonJ in the 
*' month of January : and before the 

'' end 
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'^ end of the winter of the fame year the 
^' Gothic natioxi was m arms/' ch. 30* 
In the very feafon bf hail, and from the 
^eold region of the north, did thefe dorms 
firft rife. '^ The barriers of the Danube 
** were tbrown Open; the favage war- 
^* nets of Scythta iflued from their fo- 
•* refts.-»«-»The various troops of barba- 
^' rians that gloried in the Gothic name 
*^ were irregularly fpread from the 
woody fliores of Dalmatia to the walls 
of Con^ftantinople/' Their great 
leader Alaric relinquifhing the idea of 
taking that capital, turned his fteps to« 
ward Greece, in his march to which, 
meeting with no refiftance, '' the fertile 
" fields of Phocis and Boeotia were in- 
ftantly covered by a. deluge of barba- 
rians> who maffacred the males of an 
age to bear arms, and drove away the 
" beautiful females, with the fpoil and 
cattle of the flaming villages. The 

^ •* travellei^ 
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• •' travellers- who vifitied Greece Teveral 

, ** years afterwands could eafily difcover 

** the deep and bloody traces of t&« 

" march of the Gotfas/''^ 
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. Weigh the fcveral particulars here 
noticed; jhe various troops of barbanans 
ravaging the country like partial ftornSs 
of h^il ; then uniting, and with the=fury 

4yi a wide-extending tempeft ■• deftroy irtg 
all that risfilleds driving the cattle and 
the heiplefs part of the human fpecf 6s 
before them ; and leaving on the face 
of the land, fuch deep traces of fire and 

. {laughter, that the courfe of their ravagts^ 
could be difcovered.for years afterwards. 
.Then confider, what images more proper 

. to. prefigure fuch events^ than hail and 

"fire mingled with blood being" poered 
on the earth ? » • . r. . , 

I 
.. Yej* the language. of the prediftion 
fuggefts to us the .appearance of more 

armies 
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armies than one to manifefl its com- 
pletion; and accordingly, two years after 
the above expedition of Alaric had been 
checked by Stilicho, there broke out a 
rebellion of the Oflrogoths in Phrygia 
under a leader named Fribigild : and 
the ravages of this flormare thus defcribed 
by the hiftorian. *' The vineyards and 
** fruitful fields between the rapid 
** Marfyas, and the winding Meander, 
•* were confumed with fire ; the decayed 
*' walls of the city crumbled into duft 
" at the ifirft ftroke of the enemy ; the 
*' trembling inhabitants efcaped from 
" a bloody malTacre to the fliores of the 
** Heljefpoiit; and aeon fiderable part of 
** Afia Minor wa^.dcfolated by the re- 
** bellion of Fribigild." \ch. 32.) 



u. 



In Teafons when hail prevails, one 

IJorm has fcarcely paffed ere another 

rifes. In the year 399, Fribigild had 

?. F 2 aflaulted 
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afiaubed the eaftem empiris; in 400 
Alaric attacked the weftern ; forcing hi» 
way through Pannooiia, and the Juliana 
A]p!s ; befieging AquiLeia^ aod conquer* 
ing t|[ie provinces of I&ria and Veoetia* 
Then being loft to the hiftorian for fome- 
time.^ In 403 he again appears ap* 
proaching the imperial refidence- of Mi- 
lan ; when being driven from thsnoe he 
turned towards Rome^ buit 4^ hH was 
chafed by Stilicho from Itdiy, Yet 
fcarcely was he departed, wh(^ to hormw 



* Profcfledly to fiU vp this laterval in the fiory 
ef AliM^icj Mr. Gibbon here introduces two 
ajiecdotes. One of the learned RufiniM» and the 
ofder of an old eonntiymanj who Is repr-eiented 
as tremblfog for ifs inet, bis co-teoopoxary tnes^ 
which muft be deilroyed in the conflagration of the 
vrhplfi country.* flow ftrongly does this ^irciun- 
ilancei fo particularly pr^fervedj anfwer to the 
image of the prediAion, ^ and the third part of 
^' the trees were bu«>t«^ 

th« 
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th^ hidoriahs oiv^n metaphor; a dark 
cloud began to colleft along the coafl; 
of the Baltic ; which in 406 burft ia 
thunder upon the bapks of the upper 
Danube : from vvhence the ftorm pafled 
on ii^o. Italy. .An h^ft of confederate 
Germans, under Radagaifus invading 
that country, pillaging, or deftroying 
ina4iy of it^ cities, and:at length laying 
fiege to Florence; near the walls of 
which; aU' end was put by Stilicho to 
both the confquefts and the life of this 
b^rb^riaji chief. 



J •! 



. : . . A) I^ge body of. thp German army^ 
hpwever, ilill .^ jrpmained. under Alaric, 
.a^4 thefe, coniifliag. of., various tribe^ 
Suevi, Vandals, Alani,, and J^urgun- 
dians^ defcendqd^ , indeed lik^ hajijl 
mingled with fire, upon Gaul. And by 
them yft are .affur^d, , " A fcen.e of peace 
" and plenty was fu4djenly. changed in- 

F 3 [' f. 
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^ to a defert; and tht 'profpeSk of the 
^^ fnioking ruins could alone diftinguifb 
*' the folitude of natore from the de« 
" folations^ of man. The flouriihiiig 
f^ city of Mehtz was furprized and de* 
^ ftroyed; andmany thoufiitidchriftians 
^< were inhumanly maflacred in tho 
^ church. Wormi^ periihed after a long 
^ and oSftinate fiege. Strafburg, SpireSi^ 
•• Rfaeims, Toumay, Arras, Atniens^^ 
•* experienced the cruel oppreffion of 
** the German yoke : and the confuming 
^^ flames of war fpread from the banka 
•* of the Rhine over the greateft part of 
'• the feventeen' provinces pf Gauh 
** That rich and extcnflve country as far 
*' ^s the Ocean, tht Alps, and Pyrenees 
** was delivered to the barbarians, who 
•* drove before them in a promifcuaus 
** crowd, the bifliop, the fenator, and 
** the virgin laden with the fpdils of 
" their houfes and altars/' 
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Had we no other circumftances to 
adduce, thefe alone might feem to prorc 
fuch a coRi)^letion of what was threaten- 
ed under the firft trumpet, m ought mofc 
juftly to excite our awful admiration. 
But the hiftoric report of the tempeft 
proceeds lyet farther. In 408, Alaric 
again invaded Italy, . pillaged feveral 
cities, ravaged a large extent of country, 
and folemnly affirming, that he was 
compelled by a feeret and fupematural 
impulfe to dire£); his march to the gates 
of Rome, laid fiegc, to that metro- 
polis; the inhabitants of which, op- 
prefled by plague and famine, at length 
agreed to ranfom thcmfckes, and their 
city. But this yielded only a Aort relief, 
fincc on Honorius's refufal to comply 
with his demands, Alaric returned, and 
was admitted into Rome ; from whence 
after having fet up a new empcrour ; he 
departed. But having degraded this 

phantom 
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phjantom of Rp^falty, an4 beiAg ftiH[at 
variance withaiid provoked by Hpnorius,-. 
he in 41,0 returned thie third liine- to the* 
capital, which was unexpectedly, betray-^ 
ed to him at tl;ie houf of midnight, . apdj 
delivered to the licentious fury of the 
tribes of G^iinany and Scythia. At 
their entrance they fired th^ adjacent 
houfe3 to guide .their march, and di£^ 
tra6l the attention of the Citizens: and 
" the flames confumed many private ar^d 
** public buildings. — A cruel flaughter, 
*1 was made of the Romans, and the 
*5 ftreets of the City were piled with. dead 
" bodies, which remained without burial 
•* daritig the general confterAatipn. — 
** And whenever the barbarians,- 'Wer^e 
provoked by oppofition, they extend- 
ed the promifeuous mafTacre to the 
feeble, the innocent, and thehelplefs." 

In fix; days Alaric evacuated Rotfie;- 
and marched jnto-the fouthern provinces^ 
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of Udiy, deftroyirig whatever dared to 
oppofe his pafiage; and conteoting him» 
felf with the plunder of the unrefiftiog 
country. Nor did the Goths leave it till 
after his deceafe, when they had reigned 
over it four years without controul ; 
having in their ravages, flanghters and 
conflagrations, exhibited a fcene which 
bears no common (imilitude to the pro* 
plietic reprefentation, '• of hail and fire 
^ mingled with blood, being caft upon 
" the earthy whereby the third part of 
^ the tKes werie huwt up^ ^ud all gr^en 
^* gfafs/' 

Still the completion of this Trumpet 
Aould not be difmiflfed without noticing, 
that one contemporary writer compares 
thefe very incurfions of the Goths to a 
ftorm of hail. (See Claudian as quoted 
by Newton and Daubuz on the place.) 
And another aflerts that the prediflion 
the Hail was literally accomplifhed 
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by the falling of fiich in feveral'pJacei, 
fo large as not to be holden in a man'^ 
hand. 

The Vifion proceeds, *' and the fe- 
cond Angel, .founded, and as it were 
a great burning mountan was caft into 
the fea: and the third part of the fea 
becarneblood; and the third part of the 
** creatures which were in the fea, and, 
" had life died; and the third part.ojf 
^V the fhips were deftroyed.'* 

Under the firft Trumpet a ftorm of 
barbarians, and efpecially of Goths un- 
der their leader Al^ric, having. faUe|:^;pn 
the land of the Roman world, accoi-ding 
to the. interpretation of that emblem 
already given; the next great in.v^der pf 
ihe imperial Teritories was Attila with 
hi^ Huns; and the part of the J^oman 
pofleffion which he by falling on it, turiji- 
ed : into blood was the fiauratiye fe^- 
confifting of the troops and garrifons 

which 
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f which- defended her frontier; though. at 
f.the fame tirne, bis irruptitJin alfocontri- 
. buied (o llie deflruftion of her fliips in a 
, literal Ceflfe for hiftory teftifies that At- 
- tila l^.hisk invading the , empire enabled 
rGenferic to Jobtain the command of. th^ 
• Sfca'i \yhiie.thfeii?ipQriaJL forces were em- 
; ploycdfiiirr^f>uifing the former, and the 
rcOnfis^ence of thi;> Was tha ruih of the 
. Eipperpiij^s naval, poiver. B^ amountain 
;we find in SCriptuje ^eprefented not only 
i^iCity, but; a pqwer or Kingdom, as the 
4iQue' whicti was cut out witbqutbatids) 
^ jin jfchedream of -Nebucahdn'fizza^ related 
•in ithe fecor^d chapter of Daniel) aqdbe- 
came^^ grcat.tno.iifiiain, w^s iiireprefenta. 
.liqriof il^e I^ing^jom of the Meffiah. And 
ta^lin ^ Vulcano or Burning noountain itis 
^Ahehe.^d. which gives the figns of Fury, lb 
..i,n this nation of the Hun^i their, le^ader 
r^^At^iaib^^raAed a violence .of fihCar^er 
: i^jorrefp.oqding, acurateJy ; to the ; ty^e. 
•Of/hinfi Mr, Gibbon fpeaks in the fol- 
lowing 
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lowing tertna } *^the hawgfaty fteps, and 
*^ dtfaeAticmr of the Kitfg of the Huns 
^^ cxpt&SeA the catkUioumeh ef lAi Ik* 
** pcriarky abdve the rtfft of nismkitid, 
*^ and be bid a euftoMFof &$ttely tolling 
^ hk eyes, sa if hd wifhed to ttijoytkt 
** teiynyr¥^hicbbeiiii^ed.-^H«deI]ghf- 
^ ed in Wait, ai^ the bflf&ari^n Princ^« 
^^ cotifeifedy iiithektignagts^ofdevotidki 
^^ €¥ fldtt«ry, ch^ ihey c^nld tioc fHre* 
'^ :fome to ^e Wf ^ a. fteady e;fd, o«i the 
«" divide Maje% of the King o( the 
•* Han^r* And agiia '• this is a foyixig, 
*» wwthf of f he ferocious pride of Attila, 
^ t&at the Grafsf nc^er grew oft the fpot 
•* where his hot f^ hadf ttod.'* The ffieri- 
lity caufed by the erufi^on of a bth'hing 
idoa^2^« entinm be better parallelled. 
And how great was thsit mountain, of 
whidi be formed the he^d, may be con- 
^eiv^i^ from the folto^ing {Period cff the 
hifiory ; '* wb&k Atlik coBeaed his 

imlitaify 
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military force he was able to bring 
into the field an array of five, accord* 
^' ing to another account of feven hun- 
^^ dred thoufand Barbarians." (Gibb. 
CA.34J 

How this enormous mountain execut- 
ed the evil predi6led next claims our 
attention. ** The Illyrian frontier, fays 
" the hi dorian, was covered by a line 
of caflles and fortrefles, and though 
the greateft part of them confi fled only 
of a fingle tower with a fmall gam Ton, 
they were commonly fufficient to re- 
pel^ or to intercept the inroads of an 
enemy, who was ignorant of the art, 
and impatient of the delay of a regu- 
" lar fiege. But thefc flight obftacles 
" were inftantly fwept away by the in- 
" undation of the Huns, they deftroyed 
** with fire and fword, the populous 
" cities of Sirmiumand Singidunum,of 
** Ratiaridy and Marcianopolis of Naif- 

G fus 
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■^* fus atid Sardica ; where every circum- 
" ftance in the difcipline of the people^ 
*' and the cottftru6lion of the buildings, 
** h'^d been gradually adapted to the 
'^' fole purpofe of defence. The whol^ 
*' breadth of Europe, as it extends 
*' abpve five hundred miles from the 
" Eu;iLine to the Hadriatic, was at once 
'* invaded, and occupied and defolated, 
^* by the Myriads of barbarians, whom 
*^ Attila led into the field." Surely the 
rapidity of this defolation anfwers well 
to that of a copnMy overwhelmed by a 
fallen mountain. And for the reprefen- 
tation which the prophecy contains, of 
much, very much blgod to be Ihed, be- 
fides what muft have flowed in the cir- 
fiances already . notiq^d, the hiftory 
proceeds to teftify,ftill further the com. 
pletion of it : *^ Three armies of the 
** Eailern empire were vanquiflied in 
.** three fucceflive engagements. From 
-" the HeleTpont to Thermopyloe and 

" the 
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^ the fuburbs of Conflantinople he 
•* (Attila) tavaged without refiflance 
^* and without mercy, the provinces of 
•* Thrace and Macedonia. The words 
** the moft exprefl&ve of total extirpa- 
tion and eralUre are applied to the 
Calamities which they infli6ied on 
•* feventy Cities of the Eaflern empire.'* 

Thcf45 ravages were ftopped by a tr(tdiiy 
with the Emperour of the eaft. But four 
years afterwards Attila again threatened 
both empires, and in one* year more ac- 
tually invaded Gaul; and ftorming in 
his way the greateft part of the cities, 
advanced into the heart of country, when 
at length he was met and, defeated by 
iEtius the imperial General. This how* 
ever, prevented not his penetrating the 
next into Italy, where after dettroying 
the city of. Aqu^ileia, fo that *' the fuc- 
*' ceedi ng geaer'ation could fcarcely 
* difcover its ruins," he "reduced the 

' ^ G 2 *• cities 
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** cities of Altinum, Concordia and 
'^ Padua fin die words of Mr. Gibbon 
" fo applicable to the effc6ls of a buru- 
** ing mountain) into heaps of ftoncs 
*^ and allies/' Several other cities fuf- 
fered under his rapacious cruelty: and 
Attila fpread his ravages over the rich 
plains of modern Lombardy, after which 
on a preffing application, he granted 
peace to the Romans : and retiring into 
his own dominions, in a few month) 
fell by a fudden death; which occafioned 
too the diffolution of the empire of 
the Huns, and yielded in this parti- 
cularfull corrcfpondence to the fcriptural 
figure of a burnt mountain, as we find it 
applied to Babylon in her deftruQion, 
" Behold I am againft thee, O dcftroy- 
** ing mountain, which deftroyeft all 
the earthy and I will ftretch out mine 
hand upon thee, and will roll thee 
*' down the rock, and make thee a burnt 

/ f 

" mountain." {J^r. 51, 25*^ 

Neither, 
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• 

Neither, as' I have before fuggcfted 
is this trumpet unattended with a literal 
completion; fince within its period, dur- 
ing the wars of Attila, and by his iur 
ftrumcntality, ivas (et on foot a naval 
power which deflroyed that of Rome. 
Of this the Englifh hiflqrian of her de- 
cline and fall informs us in the following 
paflages. '*The alliance of Attila main- 
tained the Vandals in polleffion of 
Africa, an enterprize had been con* 
'* ^erted between the courts of Raven- 
*' na and Conftantinpplq for the reco* 
** very of that valuable province; and 
'* the ports of Sicily wtre already fillcid 
** with the naval and military forces of 
*' Theodofius. But the fubtle Genferic, 
" who fpread his negociations round the 
*' world, prevented their defi^ns, by 
'* exciting the King of the Huns to in^ 
*' vadQ the Eaftern empire." (C. 34.) 
Thus far the naval power of the empire 
was oiily prevented from acting: but 

G 3 from. 
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from this flowed as a confequence the 
rife ofGenferic's dotninioh ofthefea. 
*' He refclved to create a naval power, 
" and his bold jefolution was executed 
" with a£live and fteady perfeverance. 
** And after an interval of fix centuries, 
*• the fleets that iflued from the port of 
*• Carthage again claimed the empire of 
** the Mediterranean,** which they ex- 
** ercifed fo abfolutely it feems, as to 
*• conquer Sicily, fack Palermo, and 
*' make frequent defcents . on the 
" coafts of Lucania." — " Armaments 
expenfive and ineffeftual were pre- 
pared for his deftruaion, but the 
defigns of the Roman government 
** were repeatedly baffled, and the'inter- 
*^ pofition of his formidable confederate 
•* the King of the Huns recalled the Em- 
*' perours from the conqueft of Africa 
'* to the care of their domeftic fafety.** 
The naval power which thus rofe by the 
ftafonable aflSftance of Attila, afterwards 

grew 
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grew to fuch a magnitude, that '' in the 
the fpring of each year the Vandals 
equipped a formidable fleet ill the port 
of Carthage— .and their arms, we read, 
fpread defolation from the columns 

" of Hercules to the mouth of the Nile/* 

Mark then, in thefe uncontrouled ra- 
vages of the Vandals, one confequence 
of the burning mountain's falling on the 
figurative fea, that one third part of the 
fliips in the natural were deftroyed! 

As the fecond trumpet announced the 
approach of him who was the inftrument 
of deftroying the out guards of Rome, 
himfelf levelling her land barriers^ and 
his ally through his interpofition ruining 
her naval defence ; or perha])s more 
accurately, this lad dwindling away, in 
confequence of the great exertions his 
attack rendered necefTary on the land« 
iide; the thivd proclaims the ap« 

pearance 
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pearaace of him, to ivhom it was referved 
to put am end to her internal ftrength 
under an emblem tnQBi accurately analo^ 
gOU5 to thofe ^ready employed. " And 
the third angel, founded, and ther^ 
fell a, great ftar from Heaven burning 
as it were a lamp, and it fell upon a 
** third part of the rivers, and upon the 
** fountains of waters ; and the name of 
'* the ftar is called Wormwood ; and tbe 
*♦ third part of the waters became 
** Wormwood; and many men died of 
** the waters, becaufe they were made 
•* bitter," the prophetic writers have in 
difiFerent inftances ufed the emblem of 
f£ars for princes and great men ; and in* 
the prediftion of Balaam it is employed 
^particularly for a royal conqueror; 
Num. 24; 17. Such then, if we con* 
Cder the end for which he comes, must 
here be meant. The words of the. 
Evangclift defcribe a meteor, " a ftar 
^1^ burning as it were a lamp fell from 

" Heaven;" 
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" Heaven;" by which laft words furely, 
not only the fuddennefs with which it 
came on the Roman world, but the 
power by whom it was fent is alfo 
fignified. 

Behold then Genferic, two years only 
after the burning mountain was exhau(l« 
ed, proceeded from Africa to Rome, as 
a conquerour, this king of the Vandals 
had already (tgnalized himfelf by wreft- 
ing that province from the Romans* 
And for his falling from Heaven ; Mr. 
Gibbon, has tranfcribed this lingular 
anecdote of him : That he was accuf- 
tomed, when on hoifting fail, '' he 
" was afked by his pilot, what courfe 
** he Ihould I jr ? to reply with pious 
arrogance, leave the determination to 
the winds, they will tranfport us to 
** the guilty coaft, whc.fe inhabitants 
** have provoked the divine juftice." 
Such was the opinion which Genferic, 

even 
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tven in a;i advanced age entertained of 
his own inflrumentality. And how 
.thoroughly he performed the^talk afligned 
jjnder tbis trumpet, the Hiftorian's ac- 
count of his particular expedition to 
plunder Rome, will evince. 

The reigning Emperor was roufed to 
notice him, only by the news of his 
having difembarked at the mouth of the 
Jyberp (So fell he at firft on the river) 
In three daies he advanced frpm the 
port of Oftria to the city of Rome ; the 
gates of which were opened without 
refinance. But in fpite of the fupplica 
lions and promifc of mercy, " Rome 
♦* and its inhabitants were delivered to 
V the licentioufnefs of the Vandals and 
V. Moors, whofe blind paflions revenged 
** the injuries of Carthage, the pillage 
•• lafted fourteen days and nights ; and 
*• all that yet remained of public or 

•* private wftalth, of facred or propbanc 

" treafure 
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*' treafure was diligently tranfportcd to 
** the vefiels of Genreric. — The uafor- 
tunate Emprefs with her two daughters, 
the only furviving remains of tlie 
great Theodofius, was compelled a3 
a captive to follow the haughty Van- 
dal; who immediately (mark the 
rapid progrefs of the meteor) hoi fled 
fail, and returned with a proCperous 
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'* gale to the port of Carthage.^' ^ 

'' Many thoufand Romans of both fexes 
** were carried off, and their diftrefs 
" was aggravated by the unfeeling 
*' barbarians, who in the divifion of 
** the booty feparated the wives from 
^* their hufba^nds, and the children frorn 
** their parents." Such was the worm- 
wood that fell on the river of Rq^e, 
and on the fountain of her waters ! 

Genferic m the refaiainder of hii life 
employed the pother, whidi he hadob- 
tained by the help of Attila, in tumiiig 

the 
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the feas of the Roman world into blood. 
Under the reign of Ricimer Italy was 
afflicted by the inceflant depredations of 
the Vandal pyrates. At Zacynthus he 
literally mud have made the waters 
bloody, by calling, as he did, the 
mangled bodies of five hundred noble 
citizens into the fea. And in the year 
468, by the diftin6);ion of the larger 
part of the fleet which the Emperour of 
the Eafl: had fent againfl: him, he 
** again became, fays Mn Gibbon, the 
tyrant of the fea : The coaft of Italy, 
Greece, and Afia were expofed td his 
revenge and avarice ; Tripoli and 
^* Sardinia returned to his obedience ; 
he added Sicily to the number of bis 
provinces — and before he died he be- 
held the final extinftion of the'Empire 
»• of the Weft/' So truly did the fall 
of the mountain of the Irons caufe the 
fea to be turned into blood; and fo 
truelj^ did the Star called wormwood 

embitter 
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embitter the rivers, and the fountains of 
waters to the deflruftion of many— 
but before I pafs on from the completion 
of the prediftions under'this trumpet* 
I cannot refrain from calling the atten*- 
tion of the reader to apaffage irt the 
life of Genferic remarkable for contain- 
ing a literal accompHfhment of bis 
making the waters deadly. In note 52, 
of his thirty-fixth chapter, Mr. Gibbon 
tells us from Prifcus, that by way of 
reducing Mauritania to a defert, that he 
might ' defeat the operat ions of the 
Roman Emperour, ** he burnt the 
*^ villages and poifoned the fprings/* 
And how could he more exa€lly fulfill 
the charafter of a ftar, burning like a 
lamp, falling on, and at the fame time 
embittering the waters ? 

Under the three firft trumpets the 
inftruments,^by which the judgements 
were executed, are defcribed, but at 

H the 
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the fourth merely the event is mentioned, 
as if brought about at once with little 
procefs. " And the fourth angel 
«' founded, and the t}iird part of the 
fun wa$ fmitten^ and the third part of 
the moon, and the third part of the 
ftars \ fo as that the third part of 
them was darkened ; and the day 
flione not for a third part tii it, and 
the night likewife." And thus it came 
to pafs ; for the laft of the Roman em* 
perours, called in derifion AuguH 
lulus, was depofed by Odoacer with no 
other exertion than that requifite for 
taking the city of Pavia, executing the 
fjnperour's father, who bad (hut bim/» 
felf up in it, and flaying his uncle in an 
a£iion near Ravenna. And the Mo* 
narch who was dethroned, (Mr. Gibbon 
obferves,) would be lefs entitled than 
his more immediate predeceffors to the 
notice of pofterity, »• if his reign, 
«* which was marked by the extin&ion 

'' of 
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", of the Roman Empire in the Weft, 
•* did not leave a memorable CEra in 
** the hiftory of mankind/' 

And thus, according to the words of 
St. Paul, was taken out of the way» 
he who letted; and nothing more re- 
maining to witbholdt but that the man 
of fin (houH be revealed in hi^ time, we 
mayjaftly expeQ» that the revelation 
will now proceed to the difcovery of the 
rife of this extraordinary power. And 
fo indeed it does ; the remaining trum- 
pets including under them the whole 
period of its duration : And the found* 
ing of them being proceeded by a folemii 
denunciation of great aflii£lion to the 
inhabitants of the earth from what fliould 
happen under them. '* And I beheld, 
** (fays St. John) and heard an angel 
•' flying through the midft of Heaven, 
•• faying with a loud voice, woe, woe, 
'' woe» to the inhabitants of the earth, 

H 2 by 
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*' by reafon of the other voices ,of the 
*• trumpet of the three angels, which 
'' are yet to found/' 

The infliftions under the former 

• .- « 

trumpets wc^e .chiefly dir^fted againft 
the Weftera Empire; but with thofc 
of the three lafl: the- whole Chriftian 
worlds if not, more, nay, as it appears by 
the coinpletiiQi|i certainly more, is nien4* 
ced.* Nor cannrc too^much admire thofe 
decifive piarks of fore-knowledge, thzi 
are given in the method erf defcribiag 
the approac;hing evils. For as the ge- 
neral apoftacy of Chriftians i,n w4iich 
the church of Rome took the l^ad, was 
in the eaftern part of Chriftendom^ 
puniih^d. by their fubjugation, firft to 
the Saracens, and then to the Turks ; 
while the authority of the Prince of the 

• Neither the ravages of the Mahometans, nor 
the cruehies of the Adherents of the papacy have 
been confined to Chriilendom. 

apoftacy 
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apollacy continued to prevail in the 
Weft: to prevent confufion in the 
prophecy, it was neceffary that the for- 
tanes of thefe two diflFerent regions 
Ihould be from this period fcparately 
delineated. But how could this be done 
before hand, but under the dirediun of 
a being who faw the order and the con- 
nedUon of the events while yet future, 
with as certain an eye as an hiRorian 
difcerns them, when they are paft ? I 
moft eameftly beg the reader to weigh 
well this queftion : And to bear it in his 
mind, while, he perufes the following 
account of the two different lines of 
events contained in the prophecy. For I 
am perfuaded^ that the moft fceptical, 
with all the latitude in which he may 
be inclined toconfider the power of con« 
jcfture, the probability of coincidence, 
and the like; muft yet deem it morally im- 
poffible, that any falfe prophet^ who fat 
down to coxnpofe a cquxCi^ of pretended 

predi^gni. 
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predidions, relating to tlie fortunes of a 
particular body of men, fliould defcribe'' 
it as to be divided in its lot after a par- 
ticular period, and thence purfue the 
diflFerent hiftory of the two fcparate 
diviiions through acourfe^of ages, with 
fo much truth as to have his account 
juftified, even generally^ by the Event, 

But to return, a diflin£|; arr^ngemjepit. 
being thus neceffary ; ip jhe order of 
the relation the firft place was naturally 
given to the Eaft, as. containing both 
the birth place of Chriflianity, and the 
fcene of the final perfecution of its pro- 
feffours : Jerufalem being defined 
under the Gentiles, as well as under the 
J«ws, to be ftained with the blood of 
the martyrs, and ,the meaftire^. of the.; ^ 
iniquity of the former, as well as that 
of the latter, being to be filled up; by 
profaning the city of the great King, 
by the murder of his witneffes. • ' . 

StiU 
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Still the arrangement I have before 
ftated of two lines of predi6llon comf. 
xnencing from this period, feems not 
to be confined to the prophecies of the 
Apocalypfe, but exifts, as I conceive, 
in the book of Daniel; for. though in his 
eleventh chapter* no iuch dilhndlion is 
made, yet in his feventh there is evi- 
dently^ ^iven the predidion of the. man 
of; fin, or the flaverv of the Weftern 
empire; and in the eighth appears to be 
defcribed the rife and progrefs of Ma- 
homet, and his followers, or the fub- 
jugation of the Eaftem. I here ufe the 
language of hefitation, not from doubt 
but Yrom a (incere defire to avoid any 
juft imputation of arrogance, in bring- 
ing forward an interpretation in which 
I am not patronized by any preceding 
writer. Let however, only the latter 
part of the vifion of the Ram and the 
Goat be ferioufly confidercd ; and I 
tbinky the rife, the progrefs and the 

character 
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cbdnSUr of ^iahomet will be fn&y 
manifeft. The prophet's relation of 
this part of his vifion runs thus^ *'And 
'* ovdoi oatioS them (fee Dan. ch. g. v. g) 
came forth a little hornt which waxed 
** e^^ceeding great < towards the foutfa, 
«« and toward the.eaft, and toward tho 
'' pkafant land. And it waxed great 
*' even to the hoft of heaven; ai^ it 
'* caft down fome of the hoft» and of 
'* the fiars to the ground and fUmped 
'^ upon them. Yea he magnified him- 
** felf even to the prince of the hoft; 
** and hy him the daily facrifice was 
*' taken away, and the place of his fanc« 
tuary was caft down, and an hoft 
was given him againft the daily facri- 
*• ftce by reafon of tranfgreffion, and it 
'< caft down the truth to the ground: 
*' and it praflifed) and profpered/' 

Now, as it is in itfe]f improbable* that 
this ihould be a repeated account of the 

very 



it 



viezu of ihe Pr opkecies, Cie. 93 

very fame power wbofe whole hiftory 
from its firft appe;\rance to ifs deftruftion 
was given only in the chapter immedi* 
ately preceding; fo its rifing out of the 
one of the four horns, by which the. 
diviQons of the Macedonian empire was 
prefigured, by no means correfponds 
with the fpringing up, as mentioned in 
the eighth chapter, among the ten horni» 
Qn the other hand, the declaration of the 
Angel in v. 1 9. that the prophecy rc« 
lates to what (hall he at the laft end of 
the i^di gnation, excludes all ground for 
applying it to Antiochus EpiphanciSf tkO 
lefs than the relative ii>'^uatioii of his 
country, which hes north of Judoea* and is 
in the nth. chapter of this prophet con*, 
fidered as fo lying; and confequently he 
not being able to extend his conquefts 
towards Judoea in any other than a fouih 
line, can never be the power here de- 
fcribed as waxing exceedinf^ great to. 
wards the fotUh, and towards the eajl^ 

and 
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and towards the pleafarU land. The fame 
circumftance of lituation too (had we 
not the exception to them before given) 
excludes the Romans from being intend- 
ed in this predi6lion.--For in the facred 
writings (one text only excepted) the 
four cardinal points of the compafs: 
alone being ever noticed, the men- 
tion of the fouth and of the eaft includes 
the intermediate point of the fouth 
£aft, and confequently no power from 
the North Weft, the diredion in which 
Rome lay, could be charaflerized, by 
enlarging himfelf, not only towards the 
South Eaft but towards the pleafant land, 
which was in the South Eaft.— -We are^ 
then reftrained to look for the completion 
of this prophecy in fome power by 
wlbich the ftate of the Jews or the 
Chriftians or both hath been greatly 
a^ffefted, and which hath rifen neither 
to the Notth nor to the Weft of Jcrufa* 
lem, and yet within the precinds of the 

realms 
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realms of Alexander's fuccelfors. Now 
what power has arifen that fo well 
anfwers in thefe feveral particularst or 
rather that does in fad include them all 
but the Mahometan ? This firft arofe 
.within one of the divifions of the Mace- 
donian Empire, and to the South of 
Judosa ; it fpread its conquefts towards 
the South and towards the Eaft^ and to* 
wards the pleafant land, all in a ftraight 
line, it waxed great likewife towards the 
Weft, but it did this by a circuitous 
courfe. It came out firft too as a little horn 
a defcription not very applicable to the Ro- 
mans, either in chara£ler or behaviour 
when they firft fet foot in Alia. Andhow 
far the other particulars of this prophecy 
were accomfdifhed in Mahomet and his 
followers {hall be fltewn, after I have of- 
ferred to the reader'a aoticc a coincidence 
meriting obfervattott in the feveral ac- 
counts of thi& Prophet Si. Paul and St« 
John.«-*The firft ftates the rife of Ma- 
homet 
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hornet as to take place wheti the tranf- 
greffors are come to the full : The fecond 
fays, that the delufion of the man of 
fill fhall be fcht as a putiiflimeht, beeaufe 
mepv believed not the truth, but had 
plJeafureinunrighteoufnefs: where ftirely 
the- fame period (that in which the fins 
of the people call for judgement) is tha« 
ra^^rized for the rife of thefe t^^ pe^i^- 
ci^I Now St. John afcfib'es tt^feachdf 
tlicm the feme durktiofi, and QDcafcsdF 
thc^time 6f their end as the fahie, and 
confequ^rltly in his a<*count tHey ithuft 
bfegin at th6' fairie tiriie; in iexafl cor- 
refpondence with each of the feperate 
decl^'atiorfs* of the two former writcSriJ. 
Suiihlicoindideiiees in prophecy of which 
thfe^lMJy pfe^liif/cn' rfieirfelVfes do not 
'lecrtr feiWalrd,- "^^o^i 1ft e the fame in his- 
tory, thiat thfe ^rftfetjT' drew originally 
from the one ?btir(ft,**ivith this only dif- 
ferenee, -^tliat- in- the. former cafe their 
ih]forAAfi<>n mufthi^ niore than a human 

origin. 
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origin, even the operation of " that 
•* feJfsame fpirit, who divideth to every 
" man fcverally as he will." 

Since on the firft view it may perhaps 
appear to fome readers, as an objeftion 
to my interpretation of the paffage noVvr 
under confideration,* that in ftating the 
kingdoms of the four Horns as extend-' 
ing to the rife of Mahomet, the body of • 
the Macedonian Empire is confidered as- 
ftill diftind: from that of the Roman; 
I muft requeft that the 12th verfe of the* 
7th -chapter of this prophet may be te-' 
fcrred to, where it will be found, that: 
under the prevalence of the fourth great 
Empire, the others are confidered as yet . 
inexiftence; in exafl: corrcfpondence : 
with the language of the Apocalypfe,; 
in which the Roman Empire, as appears- 
by feveral texts '^'i havfe already had oc- 
cafibn to quote, 'is fpoken of as only one 
third part-' of the vorld^ This point- 
■-•'*. I explained. 
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explained, I now proceed to the hiftoric^ ^ 
teftimony of the gr^at prevalence of 
iniquity at the feafoo in vfiiic\k l^is 
fcourge of Chriftendom appeared, pre- 
ferring to that of other the evidence of 
my ufual afliftant. 

<• When the :tranfg???fl5>rf are wiw.tp 
•« the full," fayfi tl^ t^M: '^^ Th^ birtj^ 
•*^ of Mahomet^ . fi^ys Mr. CihbcHii 
•^ was fortuiiafcely pla^ped ia ' the uiQ^ 
" degenerate and difeidfrly period of 
" of the Perfijpf, theiRonfJ^^s, ^ind the 
'".Satbairians iof Ejurppe.;" Were lis^ 
tranfc^ibe ail the parages of thi^ wri^ar 
which might be hrgt^ght ia Support pf 
the above aflertion, as to degeneracy in 
xnorah as well as in fpirit^ they w^ulfl 
fM«U .my volume, alre-^y promHk^ 
fomewhat to ejcceed, ti:) a -fiwi^ ^nprfnojUly 
layger than, that I ar' firft; propftly*d jfof 
it. The readoniwho is defirouft (^f irwre 
particular infonsiabon Qn the pg^ot, <n.ay 
^ find 
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fittdtt cfpccially in the 40; 4I, 43 45 
and 47 chapters of the Decli'ie and Fall 
of the Roman Empire. I (hall reflrain 
my quotation to an inftance or two of 
the guilt fpoken of in the thirty eighth 
verfe of the eleventh chapter of Daniel ; 
th^worfhip of patron faints, and a ftrange 
Crod. So early in his hiftory as the year 
431, we find him recording the woHhip 
of the Virgin Mary, in chapter 47, in 
the fame chafpter, we read, that the 
Etftfli'fMr Jtr^im^iMt ^' had fecQfedthe 
" p4tronitg«l of the Vi^giuj arrtd St. 
Mkilaet the Alth* Angel ;" and that his 
rfcCbf ery frotft ^ d^ngemus- ^ifeafe " was 
** afcribed to the miraculous fuccours of 
" the holy Martyrs Cofmas aftd Da- 
mnm/' This genertil Narfes is in the 43d 
cfekpr#^*<iihftd to hatvepard his de- 
v6tiotiS to the author of vi^oty, and the 
'• bliflfeaVirgii^ his peculiar pAtroncft/' 
aftd ftt 1^ ^^d of the 6th cehttiry 
/Mf.' C; aflUrtt u«; the genuine or 
fiaiiJdtos relics of St. Peter and St. 

I 2 Paul 
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Paul ". were adored, as the palladium ; 
'' of Chrillian Rome."-:— And at the very, 
time when Mahomet began tp. propagate 
his doftrine the corruption ofj. the . 
Chriftians is thus defcribed^-^ — '*.The 
' Chriftians of the fcventh century had .- 

* infenfibly relapfed into a femblance of 
•' paganifm : Their public and private; 
' vows wer« addreiOTed to the relics and. 
\ images that difgraced.the Temples ^of^ 
' the> Eaft : The Throne of .t^* AU. 
\ ii)ighty was darkened '|>y:a;clqud of { 
' Martyrs, an4 Sainr$,\ and ^ngelsy^ 
^ the objefts of popular- veneration;. 
\ and the pQlly radian heretics, who 

* flourifhed in the fruitful foil of Arabia, 
'\ invefted the Virgin Mary with the 

* name and honours of a Goddcfs/'— 

- ■ 

(Gibb. cA. 5S}. It is fifter (he mentionf . 
of fuch tranfgreilions .that the prophet ; 
inthe40th yerfe of his eleventh chai{3|t€r 
announces the affault to^be madje pp the 
Kmpitc^ &iQ,hy .the Saracens and ^af ter- 
• , . . ■ o . -i J- ..waifds.- 
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wardi fcy the Turks, as may be feen in 
the qliotatioh already made. In no paf- 
ticuiar however* repeating the defcripiion 
he had given of the King of the former 
in his Sth cha|>ter, and to which I mult 
now call the reader^s attention. 

^ A King of fierce countenance/' bow 
ftrongty thiS; part of the chara6ler wa9 
exemplirfied ia the Saracen power, the 
following anfwer returned by one of their 
moft famous Generals, to a liberal oflFer 
cf peace made by the Greeks and record- 
ed by Mr. Gibbon, will ferve as a proof; 
*''.'Ye chriftian dogs; you know your 
** option; the Koran, the Tribute, or the 
" Sword. We are a people whofe de- 
light i« in war, raiher than in peace/ 
^* and we defpife your pitiful Alms, fince 
*' we Ihall be fpeedily mafters of yout 
•* wealth, your families and your pcr- 
•* fofHs.** This reply was given in a u 
hcmr of great danger: and that the fero«« 

I cioufnefs 



^ it 



102 , A general and conntBci 

cioufnefs of it was not more than tljat whiqh 

his followers might have imbibed from ^ 

■ '.■ '' ■■■* 

their mafter. we learn from this account 

ofthehiftorian; " The prophet of Medina , 

*' affumed in his newRevel^tions, ^Qercer 

" and more fanguinary tone, which 

** proves, that his former moderation was 

^' the efFeft of weaknefs : the^mearis of p6r- 

** fuafion had been tried,.. the feafon ' of ^^ 

*' forbearance was elapfed, andhewasnovj 

''commanded to propagate his; religion' 

' by the fword, to deftroy.th^ moaumentai 

** of idolatry, and without regarding the 

** fanftity of days or months, to. purfue 

•* the unbelieving natibns of the earth" 

(ch. cp) and we confequently find, in 

the next page, the following leffon, 

" The fword, fays Mahomet^. is the key 

*' of Heaven and of Hell: ^ drop of 

*• blood flied in the caufe of God, a 

«* night fpent in arms, is of more ayail, 

*/ .,than two months of fading or praycf ; 

!* whoever falls ia battle, his fins are 

*! forgiven: 



view of the Prophecies^ i3c. 103 

** forgiven: at the day of judgement his 
" wovinds Ihali be refplendentas vermil- 
'* lion, and as odorifierous as mufk; and 
*\ the lofs of his limbs fhall be fupplied 
V^ by the wings of Angels, and Cheru- 
" bim." Thus the impoftor not only 
t^re a fierce countenance his felf, but 
hardened, thole of his followers, fo that 
the power which began in him, even in 
it3 continuance anfwered to the words 
of the prophecy, " A King of fierce 
" countenance — flball itand up/' 

Tfae'learned reader in confidering the 
next paliage, '' and underftanding dark 
** fentences," will perceive, that the 
original words would have been more 
accurately rendered, "and teaching dark 
" fentiencejj" — and while this particular 
is well calculated to fix our attention on 
the Arabians, a nation remarkable for 
their conftantufe of fententious and pro* 
verbial fpeech; it,does alfomofljuitly de- 

fcribe 
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{iAhi tht atithottt of a nh^ dofilrito?,' * 
ptoductd, as Mr. Gibbon mforttti tts^ ' 
" in frsrginettts, at tfac drfcretion of 
•^ Mahottidh Attd In which each rtve-' 
•' latioti k^fiiited tb' thef e«iergettcieif of 
*• hispoficy and paffibh: And all con- 
•• tradiQion is rembvferf by tfi^ favihg' 
*' ffiaxini, th^t atty text is abrogated' bt 
" modified'by any fubfequent jyaffagc:?* 
Arid totitaiiiin^. acdohhrrg to the tstiit 
iuthour, ^* aii endlefs incoherent V^ap^.' 
** fody of febteand precept, ^fld dtdarila- 
** tion^whichfeldojtnexciteftafentimenjor 
" an ide^; which fometimes crawls in the 
'^ duft, and fometimc^ is loi^ in the 
*' clouds '/'and of whofe fayings, or inftruc-^ 
tive anions were collefled) for. the edifica- 
tion of his followers, **feven thpufand two 
** hundred and feventy five traditions/' 
Thus did he teach dark fentence& ! 

The J)rediftion proceeds to declare; 
fhat ^hh power Ihall be i^ighty^ but 

" not 
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^* not by his own power.*' Of the 
completion of the former part of this 
pofition no proo^ need be proJaced: 
And for that of the la^ter, fuch was re- 
markably the cafe of Mahor?iet ; not 
only when bting left an Orphan with 
no other portion than five C^mds, and 
a maid feivant, his Uncle Abii- Taleb 
became ** the. guide and guardian of his 
** youth,'* and after\y;ard fupplied the 
dowry for that mdixxugt which raifcd 
hii^ to the flatioi;! of his anceftors ; but 
Ayhpiii- on firft fetting his impodure on 
foot, he would have been cruflied, had 
npt the fatne Uncle prpte6led bis fame,, 
and his perfon againft the afTaults of the 
of the KorcQieites, and again, when 
l^ing driveu from his native city,. he 
was received at Medina, where was 
forpi^d, according to the hiftorian^ 
'*: a j>plitical affociation, the firft. vital. 
^ fpark of ;the Empir^. ofj the Sara* 
** cens." Every ftcp after which was 

an 
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an additional an^mentation of that 
power to which he had originally no 
claim, nof indeed any probable mean^ 
of acquiring, and in the ufe of which hc* 
and his fucceffors cfid defray wonder* 
fully. A part of t&c dcfcription which 
while it yields moft evident and ftrong[' 
confirmation to the appHcation 1 ani 
how making of this predi6^ion to Maho- 
met and his fucce^Tors, is equivalent to 
what is exprefied' by the name, whidH' 
it in the Apocalypfe, t>ettowed Otk tliti 
tLing (^ the emblemaUc Lotufts; ih' t%t 
Hebrew^ tongue Abaddofi, but in the 
Greek, Apollyon^ und in the En^liih,'. 
l!)eftfoyen "^ [ 

It feemah Iktle rtquidtic to sccitifnaltfM^ 
proofs of this pani^olaif of the Maho* 
nietah chara^ier ; tvcty ^nt afr all t^n* 
yetfant in hiftory i$ already apprized, 
that akn6ft inmtiAnirable multitttA^of 
the human race have been turept away by 

their 
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tbair rav^jes in Europe, Afia, an4 
Africa ; here therefore I ftiall deem it 
ff ffi,cient merely to produce, as to fome 
wilancQS, the concordant fufErage of 
tjiat irnparti^ yitnefs, whofe evidence 
I hav^ for manifeft reafons fo conftaady 
ufed, in demonftratin§ the completioa 
©f thofe prophecies, the events pf which 
feUwithiti the extent of his hiftbry. Now^ 
bow far the itnpoftor himfelf is charge- 
2^t4e wHh the pri;3ciplc9 on which his foU 
^wers in this point aded, may he colie£)> 
f dfroip the follQwingJgcneral refleftion of 
the hiftori^n, ** the ufe of fraud and per- 
*f fidy, of cruelty and injuftice, were of- 
^* tetifuhfervient to the .propagation of the 
" faith ; and WahoTp^t commanded or 
" approved the ajfajfmation qf the Jew* 
" ^d idolaters who had efcafcd fron^ 
" Afield' oj hatikr That thefe leiTong 
^ttre ifiot /oi;gQjttei3i the following 
;^ecd9tes will pfove. In the fifty-firft 
■Cftaj^f^ we reid^ thftt in thefij:ft year of 

the 
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the firft caliph, his Lieutenant Caled 

fought many fignal battles on 'the 

fronliers of Perfia; and, by the "tefli- 

in'ony of a Mahometan hift^riaifi, " an 

" immenfe multitude of infidels were 

** flaughtcred; and fpoils infinite and 

*' innumerable were acquired by the 

" viftoricus Moflems/' The very next 

year ' was fignali zed by the battle of 

Aifnadin, in which the Arabs, under 

the coriduft of the fame Caled, flew 

* 

above fifty thoufand of the fubjeSs of 
the Greek Empire. After the flaughteir 
of fome thoufands more* Damafcus was' 
taken, partly by ftorm, aiid partly by 
capitulation. When the ferocious Gakd 
wifhed to put all the inhabitants to the 
fword ; but being prevented from that, 
he afterwards purfiied a numerous com- 
pany of men, women, and children', 
who had left the city under benefit of the 
capitulation ; and under the plea, that 
the three daies hehad allowed them foV 

their 
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their retreat, were expired, overtook 
them far advanced in the imperial ter- 
ritories, and" except, fays Mr. Gibbon, 
•* a captive who was pardoned^ and 
** difmiffed, the Arabs enjoyed the fa- 
** tisfaSion of believing, that not a 
** Chriftian of either fex cfcaped the 
** edge of their fcymitars." To thefe 
inftances of the deftruftivc progrefs of 
this power, I will only add that of the 
battle of Yertnuk, fought aboi)t three 
years afterwards, in which according 
to the refport of an Arabian General, 
•Copied by the hiflorian, though he affeds 
to doubt its accuracy, one hundred and 
fifty thoufand Greeks and Syrians were 
deftroyed. From thefe fpecimens then 
given within a fmall portion of the 
extenfive fcene of their con^uefts, wc 
tnay moft juftly conclude, that the 
accomplifhment of this part of tlie cha- 
rafter of the Mahotn.etan power was n© 

K Icfs 
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Icfs remarkably cqrre£l, than that ' of 
any of the foregoing. 

It is further declared by the prophet, 
that this King of fierce countenance, 
•' through his policy aMbihall caufe craft 
to profper in his hand," Of this cha- 
rafteriftic, of . the Mahometan power the 
following paffages of the hiftorian con- 
tain fufficient evidence. **Thedifciples 
of Abraham, of Mofes, and ofjefus 
were folemnly invited to accept the 
*' more perfedt revelation of Mahomet; 
but if they preferred the payment of 
a moderate tribute, they were entitled 
to the freedom of confcience, and 
** religious worftiip. In a field of battle 
" the forfeit lives of the prifoners were 
** redeemed by the profeffion of Iflam; 
** the females were bound to embrace 
the religion of their mailers; and a 
race bf fincere profelytes was gradu- 
ally multiplied by the .education of 

the 
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"< theinfant captives. But the millions of 
"• african and afiatic converts, who 
" fwelled'the native band of the faithful 
** Arabsi mii^ have been allured^ rather 
*^- than conjlrained, to declare their be* 
** lief in one God and the apoftlc of 
" God. By the repetition of a fentence 
** anifabmijjion-to circumcijion, the fab* 
*• jeB or the Jlave, the captive or, the 
" criminaly arofe, in a moment^ the free 
** and equal companion of the viHorious 
** Moflems. Every fm was expiated 
^^ every engagement was diffolved : The 
*« vow of Celibacy was fuperfeeded by 
«* the indulgence of nature; the aHive 

fpirits who flept in a cloyfler were 

awakened by the trumpet of the Sara^ 
■*• cens; and in the convuljion of the 

world, every member offocicty ofccnd- . 

ed to the natural level of his capacity 

•' and courage' ^* In the profecution 

*• of the war, their policy (that of the 
•* Saracens) was not lefs effcdtital -than 

K 2 their 
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<* their/word, By fhort and feperatc 
*' truces they diiTolved the union of the, 
*' enemy; accudomed the Syrians to 
•' compare their friendlhip with their 
'' enmity; famiUarized the idea of their 
*' language, religion, and manners; and 
exhauftcd by clandeftine purchafe, 
the magazines and arfenals of the 
^' cities which they returned to be* 
" fiege.*' — In a recent aClion under the 
walls of Emefa, an Arabian youth, the 
coufin of Caled» was heard aloud to 
exclaim, '* metbinks I fee the black- 
" eyed girls looking upon me; one of 
" whom, Ihould (he appear in this 
** world, all mankind would die for 
** love of her, and I fee in the hand of one 
them, an handkerchief of green (ilk, 
and a cap of precipus ftones, and 
** fhe beckons me, and calls out, come 
** hither quickly for I love thee." 
(Ch. 51) To thefe I muft add one more 
inftance of policy; the Cahph Abube- 

kcr 
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ker'in a circular letter fummoning the 
tribes of Arabia to invade Syria, clofes 
the epiftle thus, u and I would have 
•• you knoV, that the fighting for rcli- 
" gion is an aO; of obedience to God." 
Confidently wuh which Icffon, after 
the battle array was formed at Yermuk 
** the exhortation of the Generals was 
** brief arid forcible: Paradife is before 
*^ you, the Devil and Hellfirc in your 
•^rear.'* 



The remaining particulars in the 
prophet Daniel's defcnption being en- 
larged on in the book of the revelation, 
the confideration of the completion of 
them will be more properly deferred, till 
■we meet them again in the prediftion of St. 
Johti, whofe wonderfuli defcription of 
the rife a-nd progrefs of Mahomet, and 
his Saracens runs thus ; " and the fifth 
'^ angel founded, and 1 faw a ftar fall 
**'f^:om Heaven unto the earth: And to 

K 3 him 
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* ' him was given the key of the bottom- 
L^f lefs pit. And he opened the bottom- 
*f lefs pit J and there arofe a fmoke out 
y of the pit, as the fmoke of a great 
f' furnace: And the fun and the air 
were darkened by reafon of the 
fmoke of the pit, and there came 
-f r out of the fmoke Locufts upon the 
*' earth: And unto them was given 
•* power, as the Scorpions of the earth 
^ have power. And it was command-* 
" ed them that they fliould not hurt the 
" grafs of the earth, neither any green 
** thing,' neither any tree; but only 
'• thofe men which have not the feal 
** of God in their foreheads. And to 
'* them it was given, that they fhould 
^* not kill them, but that they Ihould 
*' be tormented five months: And their 
*• torment was as the torment of a 
*^* fcorpion, when he ftriketh a man. 
t^ And ia thofe days fhall men feek 

death 
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*• deaths and fliall not find it ; and 

** {hall defire to die, and death fliall' 

** flee from them. And the fliapes of 

** the Locufts were like unto horfes. 

** prepared unto battle ; and on. their 

** heads were as it were crowns of gold^ 

«• and their faces were as the faces of 

**• men, and they had hair as the hair ot 

*• women, and their teeth were as the 

*• teeth of lions. And they, had breaft 

'* plates as it were breaft plates of iron, 

'• an(f the found of their wings was as 

** the found of chariots of many horfes 

'* running to battle. And they had- 

•' tails like unto fcorpions, and there 

were flings, in their tails; Afid 

their power was to hurt men five 

*• months. And they have a King over 

'< them, which is the angel of the bot- 

" tomlefs pit, whofe name in the He- 

•« brew tongue is Abaddon, but in the 

"Greek hath his name ApoUyon," 

The 
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The very high though undefi^ned 
Eulogium wbich Porphyry paffe(J on 
foraeof tKeprofihecies of Daniel, vvhcn 
he afferted, chat they wiere written after 
the events which they defcribed, thu$ 
bearing a moft unequivocal teftimoiiy to 
the accurate GOrrefpondence, which time 
demonftrated between them and the 
events which they prefigured, might 
with equal juftice be bellowed on this 
admirable prediflion : Which contained 
in a book.that had been quoted and com- 
mented on four* hundred years before the 
birth of Mahomet^ defcribes with ex- 
traordirlary prceifion tlie rife and pro- 
grefe of the Empire begun by him, and * 
eftablillied by his fucceffours. On pe- 
rufing the paffage that '« to- a ftar which 
*^ had fallen (for fuch is the correft' 
" tranflation of the original) *' from 
" Heaven ^^^L% given the key" &c. the 
reader may perhaps recollefl: thofe 
triumphant words of our bleffed Saviour, 
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" r beheld Satan as lightning fall from 
" Heaven •/' and comparing with this 
declaration the war between Michael and 
Sats^n mentioned in the 12 th chapter of 
this book, where a woe is pronounced 
on the iithabitants of the^earth, and fea^ 
becaufe the Devil is come down i\nta 
them having great wrath, may eafily 
conclude that he (hall but a^nticipate the 
interpretation I am about to offer of thi^ 
emblem, by fuppofing it was intended 
to inform us, that this plague of 
figurative locufts was brought on the 
earth, through the juftly permitted iri- 
terference of the great advprfary of man- 
kind. But though much may be urged 
in favour of this folution, when I refleft, 
that by an analogy drawn from thq 
Scripture which promifes, that ** they 
*^ that turn many to righteoufnefs, Ihali 
** fhine like the ftars, for ever and 
*' ever ;" one who has apoftatized from. 

the 
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the duty of teaching righteoufnefs 
anfwers accurately to the figure of a 
fallen ftar, I am flricken with, the 
powerfull manner in which the afliftance 
of a Chviftian or a Jew, t which Maho- 
met received in the compofition of the* 
Koran is here charafterized; by a 
** fallen ftar to whom was given the key 
'* of the ca/ve of the bottomlefs pit\* 



+ This is a fa£l which Mr. G. does not feen' 
cordially to admits though confirmed by the in- 
ternal evidence of the Koran itfelf'; for as the im- 
poftor could neither write nor read, the paiTages of 
that book borrowed from the facred writings, 
which many inconteftably have beeni muft have: 
been fuppHed by fome one converfant with thofe 
writings: While the anfwer to this charge given in 
the Koran (fee the Life of Mahomet at the end of 
Ocklcy's Hiih)ry of the Saracens, p. 12), by its 
cxiflence proves, that the accufation was known to 
the impoftor, and by its weaknefs juftifies our 
prefumption of its truth, nay it demonftrates, that 
he had converfed with the Perfian Jew at lead. - 

a phrafe 
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a pfarafe ufed only in this place of 
Scripture^ though tranflated as no more 
than equivalent to one feveral times re- 
peated ; by which overfight is concealed 
from the obfeivation of the Englifh read- 
er, an elegant accuracy of predi6lion 
that cannot be too much admired. Since 
the word ftanding in the original for cave 
is more particularly expreffive of thofe ca- 
verns which on account of the fprings they 
contain emit a vapour, and were by pagan 
fuperftition often confidered as the feats 
of oracles, and fources of infpiration. 
And does not this emblem mofl fully 
defcribe the rife of a pretended revela- 
tion ? or when fuch, anfwering in all 
points to the prcdiflion was propagated 
at the period to which this prophecy 
relates, does not the literal circumftance 
of its rife from a cave^ both fix the 
application, and demonftrate the truth 
of the prophecy ? And that fuch was 
the origin of the Koran, we learn from 

Mr. 
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Mr. Gibbon's declaration, that Mahomet 
during the month ramadan in each yealr 
withdrew from the world to the cave of 
Hera, ** and confulted the fpirit of 
*' fraud and enthufiafm." Thathisfalfe 
dodlrine too brought on a fpiritual dark- 
nefs by obfcuring the hght of the truths 
the fate of the Gofpel in the countries 
ruled by the difcipies of Mahomet fiif* 
ficiently evinces, without taking into 
the account the following words of the 
hiftorian in defcribing the treatment of 
Chriftians dwelling there, " a decent 
*' reverence for the national faith is im^ 
** pofed on th^eir fermons and conver- 
V.fations: And the facrilegious attempt 
*' to feduce a mufTulman will not be 
** fuffered to efcape with impunity • ' ■ 
** In a time however of tranquillity and 
" juftice the Chriftians have never been 
** compelled to renounce the Gofpel or 
"to embrace the JCoran; but the punifh- 
*^^ ment of death is inflifted for the 

*5 apoftates 
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** apofiates who hare profefTed and 
•* dcfcrtedthc law of Mahomet/* (cA. 15) 
Reftrifiions like thefe, and efpecially the 
iafl (which i^ I underlland the writer 
through the affeded brevity or ftudied 
obfcurity of the paflage, comprehends 
the fentence of death on all who are 
concerned in the converfion of a Maho- 
metan) when laid on the leflbns of truth, 
amount to obfcuring it ; though we add 
sot the effed: of other circumftances 
which have impeded the influence of the 
Gofpel, and diminifhed the number of 
its difciples in the regions under the do* 
minion of the Muflulmen. I cannot 
pafs however^ from the accomplifhment 
of this part of the prophecy, without 
calling the reader's notice to the comple- 
tion of it even in a literal fenfe at the 
very time when the impoflor began his 
tyranny by fubjugating the Jews of 
Arabia mentioned by Biniop Newton 
from an Arabian hiftorian; *• In the 

L ** fcvcnteenth 
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" feventeenth year of He radius half the 
" body of the fun was eclipfed; and 
" this defeft continued from the former 
*' Tifrin to Haziran, (that is from Oc- 
tober to June) fo that o^Iy a little of 
its light appeared/' 






As out of the fmoke came locufts 
upon the earth, fo the pretended divine 
miffiort of Mahomet was the immediate 
caufe of the Saracens overrunning the 
coutitries they did, in proof of which 
the reader may (I mean, if he wilhes for 
more teflimonies of I't, than thofe with 
^vhich'he i^ Already acquaintpd) look 
back to^the quotation of page 102 com- , 
mencihgwith "'the propljet of Medina/* 
here I will only add the following in- 
fiance of the conneftiod* between the 
doftrine and the cpnqviefts ;r it is, that 
when on his declaring war againft the 
Romans, and preparing to march, the 
Moflems were difcouraged and among 

other 
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other hardfhips with which they had 
to encounter, they all allcdged the in- 
tolerable heat of the fummer, (in the 
words of Mr. Gibbon,) *• Hell is much 
hotter/* replied the indignant prophet/* 

Had not the language of prophecy 
from the age of Jofeph to the CEraof the 
apoftle taught us toconfider thofe beings 
to which the prediftions* afcribe preter- 
natural a£lion& as^ fimilitudes ufed to 
convey inftru6lion^ the defcrlption of 
the locufls here given is fuch, as mult 
kad the duUcftmiud to fuppofe, that 
ibmething more than thofe animals an^ 
meant. — *• With power as the fcorpions 
** of the earth have power, not hurting 
'* either grafs, or green thing, or tree ; 
'♦ but with flings in their tails torment- 
** ing.men," nianifeftly indicates ; only 
typical locufts, the antitypes of Avhich 
mull be fought after in.. that period, to 
which the prophecy belongs. The inter- 

L 2 pretation 
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pretsition siffor^ed by t!ie aSuai ap- 
pear^nce at the time of the Ara.bii:i?n 
armies led by Mahomet and his fuccef- 
fours, I have antici|i|i,ted in confiderii^g 
the circumftanees preceding their ap- 
pearance : And for the accuracy cf the 
feveral particular points of fimilitude 
here mentioned, I muft take leave to 
refer tli€ leadeif^ to thofe v/ho have before 
written on this book ; while I go on to 
Aaie th-j unexpevted rapidity of their 
delolor iosis, prefigured by their charader 
of locuils and the noife of their wings, 
recorded in t^ following anecdote of 
fhcir conqucft«.— " With^ the iame 
^' vigour and fuccefs they invaded the 
** fucceffors of Auguftus and thofe of 
^ Artaxerxes, -and the rival monarchies 
*' at the fame inftant became the prey 
•* of an enemy whom they had been fo 
*• long accttftomed to defpife. In the 
♦* ten years of the adminiftration of 
\^ Omar, the Saracen reduced to his 

" obedience 
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•' obedience thirty- fix thoufand cities or 
** caftles, deftroyed four thoufand 
" churches or temples of the unbe* 
" lievers." And one hundred years after 
Mahomet's flight from Mecca, vt^ are 
told, the dominions of his fuccelTors 
extended from India to the Atlantic 
ocean over Perfia, Syria, Egyp^ Afiica 
and Spain. An extent of Empire fo 
great' that we may well join; in the Hif- 
torian's rcfledion at the opening- of his 

. fifty fecond chapter, " When the Arabs 
" firft.ifluedfrom the defart, they muft 
" have been furprized at the eafe atid 
"rapidity of their own fuccefs." While 
with aftonifhment no lefs juft, we may 
view both them and their conquefts 
mod ftrnogly ch€ira6terized in two fepa* 
rate prophecies, one delivered above 
five hundred, and the other more than 

• a thoufand years before their appearance. 

Of the following inflruftion fo coin- 
cident wijth the apoflie's declaration that 

itf 
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it was coxiimanded ihefe embiemadc 
locufts^ '< that they (hould not hurt the 
grafs of the earth, neither any green 
t|^ing» neither any tree," 1 ihould not 
takenotice, as it has already been brought 
forward by the learned prelate to whofe 
work I have before repeatedly referred, 
did not I find it recorded by that writer^ 
Whofe teftimony tothe truth of prophecy, 
and confequently to the divine Origin of 
that Gofpel, in confirmation of which 
the gift of prophecy was granted, &p« 
pean, to me fo worthy of remark: deftit>y 

* f faid the Caliph Abubeker to his troops) 
^"^ ii6 palm trees, nor burn any fields of 

~ ♦♦ coim I cat down no fruit trees." 

Mr. Gibbon has trudiy obferved^ that 
%he I&aelites were commanded utterly 
to d^droy the feven nations of Canaan : 
h^A tbatM ahomet propofed to bis ene- 
mies, either to embrace his creed, or be* 
come tributary, or try the event of battle. 

And 
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And in one of the paffagei of fcripture 
to which he refers in proof of the former 
pofition» we read thefie words, ** hot of 
*' the cities which the Ijord thy God doth 
^' give thee for an inheritance, thoa fhalt 
'' fave alive ^nothing that breatheth/ 
leading us at once to the interpretation of 
the next paffage of the prophecy before 
us, which exprefles the oppofitionbe^ 
tween the two commiffions of the Sa- 
racens and the Ifradites. The latter 
were utterly to exterminate the nations 
againft whom they were fent ; But to 
thelocttfts ** it was givett fiiy s St. John, 
i* that they fiiould not kill them^ bat 
■« that they ihonld be tormented fire 
^ months/' And accordingly in die 
event the Saracens fubdaed but cKd i»ot 
cut off the nations ; die Empii«, as it 
has been obferved, was aflfided but not 
annihilated by them; 

The torment which thefe locufts were 
toinflid is particularly defcribed as be« 

iiig 
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ing " like that of a Scorpion^ when he 
" ftrikes a man," the fling of this venc- 
mous animal it is well known lies in .its 
. tail; yet to draw our attention to a re- 
prefentationof circumllances fo lingular, 
it is efpecially remarked, " they had 
•* tails- like unto Scorpions, and there 
" were flings in their tails." Now a 
. prophet that fpeaketh lies having been by 
one of the ancient prophets expreGly 
ftiled the tail ; If. g; is^ ** Jte pr9- 
'* phet that teacheth lies^ he is the taiL" 
The evils^ ari£ng from a^^falfe do6lrine 
could not by wy fy mbol bemore flrongly 
announced. And as the firflpropagation 
of this do6lrinc, was^ the caufe pf the 
aiifery, which fell on a tra6l of countiy 
fo extenfive; fo thofc inhabitants o£ the 
conquered regions who would not receive 
their • creed, flill fuffep grievoufly on 
account of the difference between the^r 
own faith apd that of their conquerours*. 
Some particulars of their affliflions will 

offer 
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^^er tii/'jTiielvv- more ftron^'y iq our 
nolicc ia roiiuJerin j a i'uture portifin 
of f\\i r.: prL,;>iieciiN, At the prelcnt our 
c»if^wir?:i a; :: icil:i**incfi ^o tiiofc inifcrics 
wliirlii; : Stiij^otiS pu::.:u:.irly iiiflifled 
du:i:>^ i'ivc pri';v':ciic iiioiiihs or 150 
ycBis : :!; Forfuci; i.^ t'lv-ipjce i:i v/lucli 
it is faid tfcey fhoiilu :urnuT*t tliol;; 
ftgainfl whom they wt;o ftnt* And! 
Lave anticipated much of what might 

b6 



% This mode of expfcffing yean by dates b die 
cafe of snfli^oii of the dfTlne jiidgenmtSf nay be 
totn wtdi an antlnritati^e explaaatioaiiiNiim: 149 
34.— -Whcse dsfre b denonncedoa tlie cUildienof 
Uracl forty yean foflfeiing for their reliifiag to go 
xxp, and iske poEcflion of the promiied iand ; ac- 
cording to the niiiober of dates in which thty were 
fcarching the land. *• Forty daics» ((ays the text) 
« each dii\ for o ji-art fliall ye bear yoor iniqiiittei^ 
<« even forty yeaxs/' The lame type ii ufed aUb 
in 4th Ex:k. V. 6«—- ^' Thoa (haD bear (fatd the 
" Lord to the prophet) the iniquity of the Hoiife 
«« of Jvdah lorty daies : I have aj^ointed thee 

w ioch 
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be ftated even of thofe affliftions; finqe if 
the reader reflefts on the teftimonies of 
(he ferocity, and rapid ravages of the 
Saracens before produced, he will be 
amply convinced, that miferable indeed 
mud have been the (late of the inhabi* 
tants not only of the countries which they 
had over run, but of thofe into which 
^hey were likely to advance, fo that, 
to purfue the metaphor of the text, 
while they continued yet on the wing^ 
what multitudes muft have been in per- 
petual and mod diftrefsful anxiety^ 



** each day for ayear** I mention thcfc paflaget 
toJ>revcnt rhe reader, who may not have met with 
a flatement of the authority on which this appli-> 
cation of daies is adopted by the writers of the 
ApocaIypfe> from imagining that fuch interpretation 
is arbitrary, and I take this opportunity of obferving^ 
once for alU that the reilridVions of time and im- 
"^Bges contained in this book are peculiarly calculated, 
to prevent or detedt any fallies of imagination in 
interpreters. 

from 
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from fear thdit ^ fight 0/ barbarians (a 
phrafc for which I am indebted to Mr, 
Gibbon) (hould reach their residence, 
defpoil them of their property, and force 
their wives and daughters from them 
into fervitude the mod abominable I 
And while they were thus employed 
could thofe who fuffered under them 
at all enjoy their lives ; or rather, mull 
not myriads have eameftly wifhed for 
death to deliver them from their op- 
preffors ? But by the fettlement of efta- 
blilhed monarchies in the feveral 
countries of Perfia, Africa, and Spain^ 
their rapid and perpetual motions were 
ftopped ; when they mingled with 
the Natives of the conquered countries, 
and not only thefe fears abated, but 
the race itfelf, which caufed them was 
in fome meafurp altered : For that 
before this period they had ceafed 
to receive from the land from whence 
they originally came, Mr. Gibbon tcH^ 

tifies 
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tifi^s at the deftp, of the foUofv^g appp^ 
fite paflage^ ^' her ToveretgnQr (fpeajgm^ r 
^^ of Arabia) was loft by the extent and. 
^^ rapiility of hi^r congiiqftfij, tli^ colo- 
^' nie^ of the nation were {battered over - 
n the £^ft and Weft^ and their blood : 
^' .was mingled with the blood of tbciir 
^'^ converts and captives. Aft^r . the 
^ jreign of three Caliphf> the^ throne 
"** was tranfported (from Medina to the ; 
^^ Valley of J^amafcos, and the banks 
** of the . Tigris J th? holy; cities were 
**, violated, by impioTjis. war; Arabia was 
^' ruled by the ro(^ of a fubjefl, perhaps 
** , of a ftranger ; au4 ^e Bedpwecns of 
••• the Dtfcrt, awakening frorn their -. 

^* dream c^ dumiaion, refumcd their 

* ■ 

•* old and folitary indcjrend^nce.'* (CIu 
50.) The firll fixed cftablifhmcnt of the 
Caliphs w^s xnzflc at Bagdad : ** In this • 
** 'City of peace, fays the hiflorian, amidft 
*\the riches pf the jEaft, the AbafEdes 
^ 4«,£d<4ne4 ^hq abftiuence and fru- 

,» gality 
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f« gality of the firft Caliphs; and afpired 
•* to emulate the magnificence of the 
'* Perfian Kings/* Through this alter- 
ation of manners, together with the 
threefold divifion of the Caliphate were 
the torments fuffered from thefe embla- 
matic locufts abated, and having once 
fulfilled their miflion, they became 
more like other nations. 

Of the name faid to belong to their 
King, I have both fpoken before, when 
confidering the parallel paflage of Daniel, 
and expreffed my convi6lion> that a 
reference is here intended to the predic- 
tion of that prophet. 

If in rendering the next fentence 
** one woe is paft,*' our tranflators had 
added the word ** by'* they would more 
accurately have expreffed the original 
term, and by the phrafe, '• one woe is 
" paffed by," given us what feems to 

M have 
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have been deGgned in this part of the 
prophecy, an image of the fubfidence of 
the affliftions caufed by (he locufts, 
fimilar to that contained in Daniel's ac« 
count of the end of this power; " He 
*' fiiall be broken withouta hand.*' Where 
appear to be prefigured, not only the 
mode in which that extenfive Empire 
dwindled, as it were, away, after its firft 
diviIiop,?i^hik ihe.tme fucceffours of jthe 
impollor became in time mere ftiadow*, 
but, a^ in the prophetic defcription of a 
period we generally find- the charafter- 
illics of it, . moft deeply impreffed on the 
perfon in whom it cQmme;nces, the per- 
fonal fall of Mahomet himfelf is vtry 
ftrpngl)^ pn^rked : This' blafphemous 
pfjEft^^^t? ta revelation, whoCe name 
m,adfe?;thoufa'nds tremble, and^who oc- 
C^ftoR^d a reMolMtiit>n in falarge aportion 
cif the globe, beipg fatally brought to his 
death,) no*i by thei f^drd of; the brave, 
orthe arm of the mighty, but by poifon 

( " more 
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^** more ignominious, obferves Mr.' 
Gibbon,, fince it was oflFcred as a tell of 
*' his prophetic knowledge,"), given him 
by a Jewifti female, through the mean 
of a flioulder of mutton ! 

After the relation of the events of the 
lecond trumpet we read, ** the fecond 
woe, is paft, behold, the third woe 
comcth quickly !'* The diflFerence bc- 
tweenthis denunciation, and that uttered 
on the condufion of the firft woe, *• one 
'' woe is paft ; behold there come two 
'* mor^ woes hereafter," evidently in- 
dicatesj that between the ceafing of the 
firft and the commencement of the fe- 
cond woe, .therfe fliould be fame inter\'al', 
with which intimation the ^vent ac- 
curately cojrefponded : jSince the pojMijr 
prefigured ^y the four angels, bound 
on the Euphrates did not invade the 
tfirvilprids of.the Zmpire* till, fpm^ cexj^- 
.ti»f i.e9. had elapled fince the cetTatiQa of 

M 2 the 
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the ravages of the Saracens: The Turks 
indeed of another tribe had made their 
irruption fooner^ according t6 the words 
of Daniel; in whofe eleventh chapter 
all the powers that have proceeded to 
Judoea from the North, are charaflerized 
under the general title of the King of 
the North . But the evangelift notices 
only that particular nation, whofe firmly 
eftablifhed Empire has lafted even until 
the prefent day; and will continue nearly 
to the founding of the lall trumpet. 
The terms in which the former fpeaks, 
claim therefore our attention firft^ 
after prediding the attack of the King 
of the South, as already ftatcd* ; 

He 



* In confidering the particular prophecy of Ma* 
hornet^ to whofe power the application of /i&^iu6y^ 
rftbtSwb is remarkably warranted J thatimpoftor 
I haye obferved^ is in chap.* 8th defcribed under 

the 



\ 
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He rapidly proceeds/ - " and the 
" King of the North (ball coine 
^' againfl him like a whirlwind, with 
'' cbaripite and wuh horfcxnqn, and 
't with many fliips; and he flfall 
" enter into the countries, and fhall 
-* averfloM^ and pafs over. He (hall 
^\ enter aifo iinto the glooous land 
f^'and many countries fhall be over- 
^ tihrbw^n % but ibefe fhall efcape out of 
^iiis^ban^, enenJ^dom^^d Moab^ ^nd 
<t itfage chirf of thbchildsea of Amnion, 
'* \^^ ihal) ftretch forth his hand aifo on 
!^' the'COuntries, and the Land of Eg^'pt 
W' flhalt not efcape, : But he ftiall have 

•'. ■ ii! . it •■ . .' i ■ ' • : : 

■ '•..:' ! . . .r. f% 

the fiiiure of a littU homy and he-re His aflault is 

rcprcfcnted by Ac af^ o^ an horned beaft, ** the 

•» Sing Vf the; SoDtb (Vail ////^ at him/' Where 

in-lht y^ebrew^ the v«ry fame: .term is employed 

vhioh H^ i^tjof k'xod. v. 29,1 is tranfltted " pufli 

« wirfl his^^horm'* Jafent hin.ts lil^c phis, ma^iifeft 

t]^e cbnwidlioii, and what \^e mqy properly call^^ 

thpt7nitydf propliec}^; - ' " '.'''' 

• - ' * M 3 i' power* 
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" power over the treafures of gold and 
" of filvcr, and over all the precious 
.f^ things of Egypt : And the Lybiaps 
^' and the Ethiopians ihall be at his 
•• ftcps/' 

The woe of the locufts began to fub« 
fide in the latter part of the 8th. cen* 
tury rhe foundation of Bagdad, Or the 
city of peace, as the Saracens called it, 
being laid in 762, when 150 years were» 
fully complete; Mahomet having be- 
gun to preach at Mecca according to 
Mr. Gibbon in 609, when Ali then a 
lad replied to his demand '* who would 
*' he his companion or Vizir ?" In the 
following terms fo charaderiftic of the 
bloody violence with which the Koran 
was afterwards propagated; "O pro* 
'* phet^ I am the man : Whofoever rifes 
'* again ft thee, I will dafli out his teeth, 
" tear out his eyes, break his legs» rip 
*' up his belly J O prophet^ I wiU be thy 

•• vizir 
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*' vizir over thcW But it was not before 
the commencement of the tenth century, 
that all the attacks brought on by the 
King of the South ended in Europe-: 
and in the eleventh was the firft irrup- 
tion of the King of the North. 

The decayed ftate of the former, and 
the firft appearance of the latter in the 
year one tboufand and fifty, is thus 
defcribed by the hillorian. ** Since the 
^' hi\ of the Caliphs, the difcord and 
*' degeneracy of the Saracens refpefled 
•* the Afiatic provinces of Rome— 
** Twenty five years after the death 
'^ of fiafil, his fucceflbrs were fuddenly 
*' aflaulted by an unknown race of bar« 
'* bariaps. . who united the Scvthian 
?* valour with the fanaticifm of new 
profelytes, and the iirts and riches 
of a powerful monarchy. The Myriads 
• of Turkilh horfemen overfpread a 
." frontier of fiji hundred miles from 

'• Tauris 



•i 
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^i Taoris to Arzerourn : Apd the btoo^ • 
*' tjfonc hundred' and thirty thoufand 
** Chriftiana waa a grateftil facrifice to 
•*'. tbe Arabian prophet. Yet the arm$ 
*^ of Togrul : did not mak^ any . d»e^ or 
*' lading impreOion on th^ G«^ek j^nj* 
*• pire : The torrent rolled away from 
'* the open country, &c/' (C 57.) It 
was about thirteen years after this 
that Alp Arfl^n, the facceflbr of "^TtN 
gral '*pafled the Euphrates' ^t the head 
*' of the Turkifh c^Valry" and the final 
conquell of Ge6rgia and Armenia were 
atchieved by him. And the immediate 
jdrlfdiftion or feudktory iPiVay of his* fon 
Ma rek' Sh^h ftretcileTi^ *^f i Ofrf the^ Cfiinere . 
frontier, fay's* the hift6ylah,' to the Weft 
^rid South, as ' fat ^1s the'mouhtairis of 
Georgia, the neighhouYhood of. Corl- 
ftahtinopte, the holy dty of 'Jenrfaleni, , 
and the fpicy grbv^fe" of AVibra'foelix, 
After' the divifion '6if Iris* empire, Soli- 
man . tlie* Turk paffed the Eifphfate's, 

and: 



view of the Prophecies^ (3c. 141 

and his uying cavalry laid wafte the 
country as far as the Hellefpont* and 
black fea. He fixed his empire in 
Afia minor. '* The Turkifli ignorance 
** of navigation protefted> for a while 
" the inglorious fafety of the Emperour; 
" but no fooner had a fleet of two hun- 
** dred fhips been conftruSedN by the 
** hands of the captive Greeks, than 
" Alexius trembled behind the walls of 
^* his capital.'* Thus did the King of 
the North come againfl him like a whirl- 
wind — and enter into the countries, and 
over flow and pafs over : And befides 
his Myriads ( a term I wifli the reader 
cfpecially to notice) of cavalry, bringing 
againfl the Emperour, what was little to 
be eiepefted with a Scythian hord» many 
fliips. Yet that portion of his aflaults^ 
and thofe lading viflories, revealed to 
St. John under the title of the fecond 
woe* did not take place till a later and 
more determined period. 

Particular 
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Particular ajre the words ot. the. pre- 

.'•»■'■ 
diftion, and little lefs fo are thofeof the 

accompliChment. In the thirteenth anjl 

the two following vcrfes, of the ninth 

chapter of the Revelation, we read 

and the (ixth Angel founded^. .ari4 I 

heard a noife from the four horns of 

the golden altar which is before God, 

** faying to the fixth Angel which had 

'' the trumpet, loofe the four Angels 

** which are t}ound in ,( Qr. on.) ths 

great river Euphrates. Apd.tl^e fgur 

angels. were lopfed,; wbichfWere pre- 

p^re4 for an hour^ and. ^ ,da j(, .a^4 

■ ■"'•' * ' ' 

a month) and a vea;, for to flftt^r t]^a 
" third part of m§n." : A . Arpng^V }J^^: 
inatioi?, thj^t the altar of Gp4 hia4 cither 
been forfefeep, or gr^satly p9lluted, by 
thofe whq {hQuId,.havq pfF<jred a pure 
facrificc, cpuld fcarcely ha.vc beeui given, 
th^n tb^t. which is.cpnyey^d, by. the re- 
prefentgitipn of the fentence ofpuriilh- 
ment being uttered from the .hprns of 

the 
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the altar. How the fentence was carri- 
ed into execution we learn from hiftory : 
Soliman Shah in his progrefs towards 
the Well with his three fons was drown- 
ed in his paflage of the Euphrates, but 
hij youngeft fon, Ortogrul, purfued 
the route, together with his own three 
Ions, of whom Othman was the youngeft. 
This remarkable number four, thus 
twice exemplified in the leaders of this 
particular body of Turks, though men- 
tioned by Herbejot, as quoted by the 
very learned Daubuz on the place, is 
not noticed by Mr. Gibbon 1 the laft 
writer however informs us^ that Orto- 
grul, as the foldier or fubjcft of Alad- 
din, Sultan of Iconium, (from whom we 
learn through Herbelot, he had begged 
a little Spot of ground on which to fix 
himfelfj eflablilhed at Surgut on the 
Sangar, a camp of four hundred fami- 
lies or tents : And that ** It was on the 
" twenty feventh of July, in the year 

twelve 
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'* twelve hundred and ninety one of the 
*^ chriftian CEra, that Othman firft ib- 
" vaded the territory of Nicomedia. 
And the Jingular accuracy of the date 
** feems to difclofe fome forefight of the 
^ rapid and deftruQive growth of the 
" monfler.** Such are the remarkable 
words of this lingular writer, who i% 
perpetually blafphcming revelation, and 
as perpetually bearing teftimony to its 
truth. " Prepared, fays the text, few 
the hour (a particular hour, as mark« 
ed in the oiginal by the ufe of the 
** article)" " and day, and month, and 
^* year" — And the lingular accuracy of 
the date obferved by the hiftoriaii, of 
thefc four periods mentions no lefs than 
three ; the day, the month, the year. 
While in the principal atchievement of 
this power, when it had arrived at 
maturity, through^ the attachment of 
Mahomet the fecond to aftrology, he 

• 

had fixed for the attack by which 

Conftamtinople 
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Conftanlinople was taken, *' on the 
** twenty ninth of May, fays Mr. Gib- 
" bon, as the fortunate and fatal hour.'* 
And again** but in this great and general 
attack, the military judgement and 
aftrological knowledge of Mahomet 
'* advifed him to expeft the morning, 
** the memorable twenty ninth of May, 
*' in the fourteen hundred and fifty third 
** year of the chriftian CEra.— At day 
•' break, without the cuftomary fignal 
" of the morning gun, the turks aflault- 
** ed the city by fea and land."* 

Nor 



♦ The reader who has fcen Bp. Newton's 
interpretations of this paflage, may be furprifcd 
at finding, that though he has fo well proved its 
completion in that fenfe, I have not adopted it, 
but I have above affigned my reafon from the text 
itfelf ; at the fame time, I do not mean time to 
affert that it has not alfo the fignification which 
he has afcribed to it^ nor will I even venture to 

dcnv 
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Nor in this chief tranfa£lioD of the 
Ottomans do we find a remarkable co- 
incideace with the prediflion of St. John 
only, but with that too of JDaniel ; in 
proof of which, I lay before the reader 
ijie foilo'^ing paflag^, ** ia ti is per- 
*' plexity t e genius (.^ Mahomet con- 
** ceived and executed, aplanofaboid 
** and m rvelloJ'S caft. of tranfporting 
*' by land his lighter veffels and military 
^* flores lonx the . ofph r:js into the 
** hig^her part of the harbour. The 
** diftance is about ten miles ; the ground 
** i^un ven, and was overfpread with 
** thickets ; and as the road muft be 



^criy tire ^rdbiknWij of the rifiiig gencraticirs iec- 
jftg it completed in yet a further fenfe ; that of 
this pc^wets keeptiig pofl^iiiort.of the capital of ihc 
fcaitem empire, f / -a time comrtienfuratc with 
that me«tio cd m the predi^ior., in which cdfe- 
the Ottomans win ndt be driven from Conftanti- 
noplCy til! the nionth of Juile, in* the year our 
thoufand/ ci^ht hundted and forty fotw.' 

*' opened 
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** opened behind the fuburb of Galata, 
** their free paffage or total deftruflion 
** muft depend on the opinion of the 
" Genoefe, But thefe felfifh merchants 
" were ambitious of the favour of being 
" the laft devoured ; and the deficiency 
" of art was fupplied by the ftfength of 
" obedient Myriads. A level way was 
" covered with a broad platform of ftrong 
" and fobd planks ; and to render them 
" more flippery and fmooth, they were 
" anointed with the fat of {heep and 
** oxen. Fourfcore light gallies and 
** brigantines of fifty and thirty oars 
** were difembarked t on the Bbfphorous 
*^ fhore; arranged fuceffively on rollers; 
" and drawn forward by the power of 
** men and puUies. Two guides or 



+ Unlefs thcfc vcflels were bef re on boar I 
fame othcrs> this is> to be fure» a yery abfard 
term, but it is Mr. Gibbon's. 

N 2 ** pilots 
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'* pilots were flationed at the helm, and 
** thje prow of each vefTel : the fails were 
" unfurled to the winds; and the la- 
** hour was cheered by fong and accla- 
' mation. In the courfe of a fingle 
** night this Turkifli fleet painfully 
** climbed the hill, (leered over the 
plain, and was launched from the 
declivity into the fliallow watets of 
*' the harbour, far above the moleftati- 
** on of the deeper veflels of the Greeks. 
" The real importance of this operation. 
** was magnified by the confternation 
" and confidence which it infpired ; 
** but the notorious, unqueflionable, 
«' faS was difplayed before the ty^s^ and 
'' is recorded by the pens of the two 
•* nations.** (Ch. 68) Is there nothing to 
ftrike the mind in the agreement of this 
extraordinary anecdote with thefe words 
of the prophet.—^* And the King of the 
•* North (hall come againft him like a 
*• whirlwind, with many (hips : and he 

«* (hall 
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'< fhall enter into the countries, and 
'' fhall overdof^y and pafs over ? 

la the fubfequent words of the 
upofUe '^ and the number of the army 
**:of the borCenaen were two hundred 
^* thQufand t^houfand, in the original, 
two myiiads of myriads, theije fcarcely 
need be poinded out: to th^ reader's at- 
tention, a mode of expreifion common 
in aJll languages, ar^d ifi n^ne more fre- 
quent^ or under greater variety than in 
our own, the ufe;of a definite for ari in- 
definite nuaiben And for the countin^g 
their armies by myriads, this it has been 
ohferved, is particularly the cuftom pf. 
the Tartarian tribes; while perhaps it 
has been fo of the power denominated 
by Danielt from his fiiuation* the King 
of the North, from the time of Xerxes^ 
to that of the Ottomans. Nor ca^n it 
have efcaped the reader's notice, that 
our hifiorian even in the extra£b novv 

N 3 made 
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\ made from bis work has himfelf ufed 
this term more than once in fi eaking of 
the Turkifh troops. Of thefe too, much 
the greater part have ever, in confonance 
with the pr6phecy» been cavalry, par- 
ticularly on Othman's invafion of the 

' Empire no other forces are mentioned, 
Mr. Gibbon obferving *' that all his 
** troops had confided of loofe fquadrons 
** of Turkman cavalry ;'* and again, 
'* the jpritnilive fubjedls of- Othnwrn 

*** were the four hundred families of 
** wandering Turkmans, who had fol- 

/* lowed his anceftors from the Oxus to 

-'« the Sangar :" But that '* thefe here- 
*-^ ditafy troops were multiplied in each 
" campaign by the acceflion of captives 
•* and volunteers." Hence they en- 
ereafcd imder his fuccelT urs to thofe 
numerous hofts prefignified inthevifion, 
and for which the Turks have been fo 
remarkable : The majority howevcr-ftill 
continuing horfe ; as at this final ileg« 

of 
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of Conftjintinople, when in an army of 
two hundred and fifty eight thoufand 
men, there were according to an hidorian 
quoted by Mr. Gibbon, only fifteen 
thoufand Janizaries, troops which are 
known as the principal infantry of the 
Ottomans, fo that if we even allow above 
forty thoufand foot, collefted together 
under other denominations, there wiU 
remain for ** the number of the army of 
*' the horfemen" on this fingle occafion 
literally twenty Myriads, or two hundred 
thoufand ! 

How the immedtiately fucceeding im- 
age was realized may be feen in Ncwt-^u 
and Daubuz. But for the fire, fmoke 
and brimftone, which are reprefented as 
iiluing out of the mouths of the horfes ; 
and by which, it is faid, one third part 
of n]en were killed ; (Ktv. Ch, 9, v. 
17, 1 8,) The names of thefe ingredients 
immediately fugged the idea of gun.- * 

powder. 
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powder. How remarkable- is it then, 
that this very power fhould not only 
biawe is^fed cannon, inftrtimeTits of de» 
firu6lioQ unknown in the daies €i the 
apoftle, but thofe tocTirf a tnoft enorm- 
ous fize ! Yet to this the hift(»ia4:) bears 
a*hpte teftimonjr in the fallowing paf- 
fages. " Among the implements oiF 
^^ deft raft ion, he (Mahomet the fecand) 
** ftudied with {peculiar care the recent 
*' and tremendous, difcovciry of the 
«*^^ Latins ; and* bis artillery furpafled 
" whatever^ had yet appeared in the 
** world. — A foundery was eftablifhed 
" at Adrianople : The metal* was pre- 
** pared; and at the end of three months, 
" Urban produced apiece ofbrafs oni- 
" nance of ftupendoiis and almoft- 
" incredible magnitude; a meafure 0f 
** twelve palms is afDgned to the bore; 
** and the ftone bullet weighed above 
** fix hundred pounds." (Ch, 68.) AnA 
agfiin in the fame chapter : " The great 

** cannon 
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" cannon of Mahomet has been fepara- 
'* tely noticed ; an important and viiible 
'' objeft in the hiftory of the times : but 
that enormous engine was flanked by 
two fellows almofl of equal magni- 
tude : The long order of Turkifh ar- 
^' tillery was pointed againft the walls ; 
'* fourteen batteries thundered at once 
** on the mod acceflible places ; and at 
*' one of thefe it is ambiguoufly ex- 
*' prefled, that it .was mounted with one 
'* hundred and thirty guns, or that it 
•* difcharged one hundred and thirty 
** bullets." With fuch engines was 
Conftantinople. the capital of the world 
overthrown : and thus was realized the 
Symbol of one third of men being killed 
by the fire, fmoke, and biimftone pro- 
ceeding out of their mouths. 

The laft particular noticed by St. 
John in the Ottomans is, that, like the 
locufts, with their tails they do hurt. 

*' For 
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** For their power is in their mouths, 
** and in their tails: For their tails 
*• were like unto ferpents, and had 
** heads, and with them they do hurt." 
That under the TurkiQi empire the 
falfe doftHne of iCfahomet .has been 
fpread with no lefs zeal than under thp 
Saracens, is too well known to need the 
produftions-of any teflimony of hiftory; 
yet to ftlew, that our hiftorian continues 
to be^r witnefs to this 'prophecy, even to 
the end of it; I trahfcribe a paflage, 
which may be coiiGdere(3 as containing 
a reafon for the power of their mouths^ 
and their tails to hurt^ being fo clofely 
cpnjbined in the text : Since if flicws 
tliat conqucfl was the means of propa- 
gating their faith. *' To propagate the 
*• true religion was the duty of a faith- 
'• fulMuffulman: The unbelievers were 
*' his (xht Sultan Amurath. the feconc^ji 
*• enemies, and thofe of the prophet ; 
** and in the hapds of the Turks, the 

** fey me tar 
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*' fcymetar was the only inftrument of 
" converfion.'* 

The ptediftion of Dariicl relating to 
thfe King of the North contains two par- 
trcal^Sytt unnoticed; the 'extent of his 
coiiqtieft, and the duration of his empire. 
Fdtthe jfoi-mer, the forty fir ft, forty fe- 
cfendy and forty third verfes of the 
eleventh chapter runs thus; "he (hall 
** enter alfo itito the glorious land, and 
** fftatly countries (hall be overthrown : 
** But thefe (hall efcape out of his hands, 
•* tvth Edom, arid Moab, and the chief 
** of the children of Atnmon. He ftiall 
'* flretch forth his hand alfo upon the 
** countries : And the land of Egypt 
«• fhall not efcape. But he fhall have 
** power over the treafures of gold and 
«• of filver, and ot^er all the precious 
*' things of Egypt : And the Lybians 
•* and the Ethiopians fhall be .^t his 
*' flep*' 1 have already produced 
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p. 140 the words of Mr, Gibbon inform- 
ing us that the dominions of Malek 
Shah extended to J^rufalem, and that 
his fucceffours have carried theirs to 
Egypt, and drawn treafures from thence 
it would be totally unneccffary to prove. 
Though the phrafe by which the fub* 
jeftion of the Lyhians and ^Ethiopians 
is exprefled merits obfervation : " fliall 
** be at his fteps." And do not the 
fuccours which the ftates of Barbary 
yield on requifition to the grand Signior 
even in the prefent age form yet a cor- 
refpohdence to this defcription? Though 
much more vifible was the accomplifli- 
ment of it ere they had arrived to their 
prefent degree of independence. And 
for the countries which " have efcaped 
•* out of his hand," not avoided all 
fubjugation; for to that the power of 
tlie terms does not reach; but delivered 
themfelves from it : *• Edom, Moab, 
^ and the chief of the children of Am- 

•* mon 
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** toon." How thrfc free hooters of tjic 
Defert have vindicated their indepc;n- 
deuce and continue in cofequence of it, 
a terrour not only *to fingle travellers, 
but to whole Caravans* the reader may 
either fee in the relations of our country- 
ment (who have traverfed thofe regions, 
ortfind. generally ftatedby Bilhop New- 
ton in his interpretation of this paflage^ 

I proceed to the permant^ney of the Ot- 
toman power prelignijfied by both Daniel 
and St. ^}ohn. By the former in rcprefent- 
ing as he does in the firft yerfe of his 
twelfth chapter, the deftruftion of it as 
preceding only by a fhjprt interval the re- 
fuXreftionofthe dead; as in the fourteenth 

verfc.of the elei^enth chapter of the Reve. 

■f 

lation, where it is faid, that fpon after this 

, • ' • ■ * . •> 

fecond cometh the third woe; and which 
appears by the fubfequent yerfes to be 
no other, than the' fummons to jud^je* 
ment. From the prefcnt exiflence of 
that empire, we know that in this cir- 

O cumftancc 



158 A gtneral and conneQed 

cumftance the event hcls hitheilo anfwer- 
ed to the prediftion, that is, for near- 
ly five hundred years : And fince the 
particular power to whofe duration we 
can ourfelves thus teftify, was fpecificd 
t>y the prophets as fo to continue, can 
Tve juftly draw any other coticlufion 
than that i>f their infpiration, from their 
having fo accurately fiated long hcfore 
what on coriiparifon witK the fate of 
other Eaftern Dynaftie^ appears too un- 
common to have fecmed at all probable ? 
In the Turb'fh empire *' the moft Jar- 
•• ing rebel, Mn Gibbon obferves, has 
*• not prefumed to afccnd the tbrone of 
•* his lawful fovereign. While the 
•• ti^nfi^nt Dynafties of Afia have been 
^ continually fubvcrted by a crafty 
'• Vizir in the palace, or a vi£lorious 
*• General in the camp, the Ottoman 
♦♦ fucceffion has been confirmed by the 
** praflice of five centuries : And is 

** now 
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" now incorporated with the vital priti* 
* ciple of the Turkifh nation.*' [ch. 65) 

It is the vcty remarkable teftimonjr of 
this biftorian to the accurate and what 
may be called the nice accompli (hment 
of fo many points of thefe prophecies 
concerning the Saracenic and Turkifh 
empiresr that has led me into a much 
more particular review of their feveral 
parts* than what came within the com«i 
pafs of my firil defign; but having taken 
it, J cannot refrain from begging the 
readers attention a little longer to the 
fame fubjeft, while I confider the pro- 
phetic defcription here given in the 
light of a relation of what is pad; and 
fee, whether, by merlye paraphraCng 
the text, and changing the tenfe« we 
fhall not obtain an hiftory of events 
which have really come to pafs. Becaufe 
if prediQions will bear, this teft, fhamt* 

O 2 lefs 
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lefs indeed muft be the opponent who 
win deny their truth. 

Thus then our account will proceed. 
After the fall of the Weflrern empire, 
when the Chriflians were much corrupt- 
ed with the worfliip of faints and other 
evil praftices* there arofe to t^e South 
of Judoea a falfe prophet, who planned 
his impoflure in a cave, and from fmall 
beginnings, riling to a confiderable power 
grew bold and intolerant, and began * 
to propag^ite his doSrine by the fword. 
Hence. fprang a mod deftruflive inva- 
fion^of the Roman territories by armies 
which over ran them like locuffs for 
jnany years, and fpread the do£lrine of 
their fixft leader. When this evil had 
fubfided, a Northern power broke in 
upon ther£a(tern provinces t and with 
multitudes of cavalry over run them. 



iriin. 
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One tribe in particular who continued 
for fome time near the Euphrates under 
four leaders ♦. completed the conqueft 
of that part of the empire; and extended 
their fway even to Egypt and Africa ; 
though fome of the families of Arabia 
ftill aflert their independence againft 
them, t Thefe like the Southern invad< 
ers propagated their religious tenets by 
the fword; ^ and in their wars cannon, 
were introduced in a remarkable man- 
ner ; *t <ind the monarchy they efta- 
bliihed ftill continues. ^ 

Behold here a fummary of incontro- 
vertible fa6ls^ all noted in the fcripturc 
of truth ages before they took place ; 
and noted too with chara£leri(lics fo 
choife, as to render it morally impoflibfe 
that any falfe conftru6lion ihould efcape 
deteflion ! 
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. Framthe place the^ hold in the Vifion^ 
I once conceiYedt that the feven thun^ 
ddts mentioned by St. John within a fev^ 
verfes of the end of his account of the 
Euphratean harfemen^ andwhofev^ords 
he was forbidden to record, related to 
the overthrow of the (even churches of 
Afia. And although a particular paf^ 
fage of tbe context had induced .me, to 
lay afide this opinion, yet the remem*^ 
brance of it could not but be reiievred by 
meting with the ibiiowhig paflages in 
Mr. Gibbon's relatfon of thie conqu^ft: 
ef the A(iat;^c provinces by the Tu^k^ ; 
and whiqh/ the principles of the writer 
confidereB, well deferve |:o be tranfcri- 
bed. «^* The captivity or ruip pi the 
^^ Teuen churches of AfiaVas'conium- 
'* mated. — In the lofs of Ephefus, thet 
** Chriftians deplored tlie fall of the'firft, 
*' angel, the extinftion of the firll candle** 
««*Ili(5k onHe Yg^gtettens :— The Cirnis:- 
['^ and threi ftattly Tteatrest)£ I^^odiciJa 
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•* are now peopled with wolves and 
'^ foxes ; Sardes is reduced to a mifer- 
*' able village ; the God of Mahomet- 
*' is invoked in the Mofchs of Thyatira 
*' and Pergamus ; and the popUloufnefs 
'* of Smyrna is fupported by the Foreign 
'' trade of the Franks and Armenians* 
^ Philadelphia alone has been faved by 
'* prophecy or courage : at a di fiance 
** fiom the fea, forgotten by the Em* 
<^ peropsP, encompafled on atl fides by^ 
*• the Turks, her valiant citizens de-' 
" fended their religion and their freedom ' 
'< aV>ve fourfcore year^ 1' and atlength^ 
<< capitulated with the ^pi»oude(l bf the- 
'* Ohomans^ Among- the- Oreefc^ co-^^ 
" lonies and churches of Afia, PWla-' 
** delphia is ftill ereft ; a column in a 
*' fcene of ruins/* On comparing this 
account of the prefent ftate of the feveh 
churches (which, though hot fo accurate ' 
as a later giveti in Paytie^s Geography,' 
is in general corf^ai ) witli the menaces 

denounced 
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denounced againft' them in the fecond 
and third chapters of the revelation, 
' the reader will perceive an admirable 
corrcfpondcnce between the predi£lion 
and the fa6t. But in no inflance is this 
n)ore remarkable, than in the figure un- 
di^r which Mr. Gibbon has defcribed 
PhiUdelphia ; te the angel of that church' 
oply was it faid (^after a promife, that he 
ihould be kept from (or, out oi) the 
hour of tribal J ** him that overcometh, 
" I will make a pillar in the Tetnpleof 
•*. my God/* and thii is the city of 
«t«hich the biftorian has<tratifmitted tc^us 
the ftate, under the idea of a column yet 
flanding erett, though furroundedt by^ 
luins. 

Although! have difclaimed any ihton*-.. 
tention of entering on the interpreta- 
tion of the particular Symbols employed 
in thi^ prophecy , fince I h^tve been led 
to mention the feven tbundcrs^^ it may 

' ^ ■" ' * ■' '"be' 
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be expefted I fliould ofFer fomething on 

thre frgnification of a tvpc on which 

interpreter* agree fo little. And I am 

the lei^- backward to do this, as the 

hift'orian, I have hitherto confulted-, on 

account of his known freedom from 

partiality on th« fide of Chriftianity, has 

given ott information fufficient to induce 

nie to embrace, in part at leaft, the In- 
terpretation of the learned Vitrioga, 

who thinks, they reiate - to tbofe feven 

£Xtra4»rdiinaty attempts to rercover the 

Holy. City out of the ban^s. of the Ma* 

homctans, the ftv^fi Ctof4def • 

The Evangclift on the concluding his. 
account of God's Judgement ori the 
eaflern part of Ghriftcndom by the 
OttQfvans> having fubjoined a dcclara-; 
tion, that they would not have the* 
defired cfFcft pn the reft of men, ,to 
make them ceafe from iniquity, proceeds 
to declare that he law in bis Vifion, 

'^ a 
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"a naighty angel defcend from Heaven 
'• iVitlta little book open in his hani j. 
'< and whichj^ as it appears in the fe- 
** quel, contained a denunication of 
'f calamities on the Weflem chrifiiansr 
This Augel he declares ** fet his tight. 
^' fpot on the fea, and his left foot on the 
^' earth, and cried with loud voice, as^ 
*\ when a Lion roareth." From a re« 
ferenee to the writings of the moce an^*^ 
cient prophfits.it appeac&t that this^ 
image of roaring like a Lion £i ufed 
for a denunciation of the divine judge- 
ments ; and particularly in the tenth 
verfeof the eleventh chapter of Hofea, 
we find it employed, to exprefs the 
power with which God (hall lead his 
people back from theifdifperfion. Which 
' iignification of the emblem being com^- 
pared with what we read in the beginning 
of the laft chapter of Daniel, •* and at 
" that time fhall Miehael ftand up, the 
** great Prince which (landeth for the 

** children 
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« 



children of thy people": feem to fug^ 
geft» that this is a reprefentation of that 
Arch-Angel proclaming, that though 
the divine providence* had permitted the 
<eneifmes «of the Chriftian name to tri- 
umph, y^t in due feafon the Lord would 
deliver his own city of Jerufalem out 
of their hands; which interpretation 
being adopted, to the feven thunders 
wdll conrefpond the voices of feven migh- 
ty hofts (for to thunder the voice of a 
multitude is in this very book compared) 
<le€laring their readinefs to execute the 
divine will ; *' and when he bad cried^ 

. ** feven thunders uttered their voices. 

'^ And when th« feven thunders had 

•'tittered their voices, I was about to 

r *^ write : and I he<f rd a voice from heaven 

*^ (ayfnglinto me, feal up th«fe things 

- •' which the feven thunders utticrcd, 

•• and write them not.'* Whether this 

prohibition be to be viewed in the 

Jfght of^a difappro^bation of what was 

'•' ' ' expreOcd 
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«j5prefl5p4, by the thunders, or merely 

as ^' declaration, that it was not ,to be 

' recorded in the prophecy^ or, which 

feems tojbe the rnQft probable, as boUi, 

it is ! perfectly con^^ftent with the appU- 

cation of the thptiders to the feven.baiids 

. of Crufaders : whofQ attempts were con- 

..trary to tfee flaws -of the Qofpel'j find 

-^e ceirtainty of x^hich being (before .^and 

xnade kno^wn^^ might ^both, have ibeen 

. prodttOive of :ftiU;. greater f^Seriqgs.to 

'the dmQians :under jthq Turkish lyoke, 

• and .ha^i^ giv^p r^fome countenaajDe < >to 

thofc^ who . profap^ly . afcrlbed; th« t^n- 

. chriftiain fiailaiicirm th^t roufed Europe 

. jto arms^ td the; infpirati|9m pf |1^ Holy 

. Ohoft,; W:hije the reply of jibe Angel 

i/no lcfs:CorBcfpondsiwith; thii intetrpreta- 

f * 1 tionu^he fw^ore — rthftt ifehe timfivftiottld 

. ' **Tnoljbeyet ; (far fucb it hajstb^ea x^peat- 

cdly .obferved is tl^Mn^eaning* <^f the 

: r^aflEige in 'the ori^ginal) iiBat .iO: the 

TiiiAy^ of Che yq^ce, .of, the ieyeiith Aflgcl 

J )! <.. f. » *• when 
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<* when he (hall begin to found, the 
^* myftery of God ftiall be finished as 
'^ he hath declared to his fervants, the 
•*- prophets." In further proof of the 
jullice of this explanation, we are in- 
formed in the twelfth chapter of Daniel 
what this myftery and it$ completion are. 
After the account of the Tiirkilh power 
is finiflied.it is a(ked *' how long (hall 
*' it be to the end of thefe wonders ?'* 
And the anfwer concludes thus — " when 
** he (hall have accomplifhed to fcatter 
the power of holy people all thefe 
things ftiall be finiflied" — or, as it is 
cxpreffed in another place, {ch. 30. 14.) 
*« then fliall the fanftuary be cleanfed.'* 
The very work this, which the foldiers 
of the Crufade fo profanely aOFeftcd to 
undertake. 

Having thus ftated how this inter- 
pretation prefervcs the connexion of the 
parts of the prophecy, and fuits the 

P period 
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period in which .the images are placed ; 
I next' produce from Mr. Gibbon the 
fofbwimg account of the manner in which 
the exhortation of Pope Urban thte Cp« 
cond ta undertake the firft crufade was 
received at the council of Clermont— 
The oratpr ws^s interrupted by the 
ihout of tnoufands, who with one 
voice, and in their ruftic idiom ex- 
cUimed al^Qudy God wills it^ God 
mills it. It is indeed (he will of God, 
replied the Pope; and let this memo« 
r^blc wofdy the inriration furely of 
the holy fpirit, be for ever adopted, 
fis y^ur cry of battle, to animate the 
devotion and courage of the cbampi« 
ons of Chrift." To fucli a cry how 
appofite the Angel's anfwen " the time 
«* (hall not be yet"! 

The prophecy taking no farther notice 
of tbefe fanatical expeditions than to 
mention their number* after appi;i2jng 

the 
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the reader, that he may find an accoutit 
of ^1 the feven» in the laft volume of 
the hiftory of the decline and fall of the* 
Roman empire^ I proceed to* offer to 
his attention a palfage in the twelfth 
chapter of Daniel, introduced like the 
above, after the completion of the ac^ 
count of the King of the North. It is 
at the end of the fourth verfe, and the 
words are *^ many Ihall run too and 
>^ fro, and knowledge (hall be increaf- 
f* cd*'* Words which appears to me 
to contain much more than the inter* 
pretation generally ^ivenafcribes tothem» 
The common explanation is that at the 
time of the end many fiiall bufy them- 
£elves in enquiring into the fubje£l of 
this prophecy, and hence the know. 
Itdge of it (hall be increafed. And it is 
true, that the former pait of the v^rfe 
countenances this interpretation; ''(hut 
*• the book and feal it to the lime of the 
'^ en(l: many fhail run too and fro. 

Pi '' and 
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V and knowledge fhall be increafed/' 
Yet as the term tranflated *• run too and 
** fro" is not, as I can find, in any part 
of fcripture ufed merely for perufing, 
and fince the paflfage is fo generally 
worded, without any thing bujt the pod- 
tion to determine it to the vifion as its 

• 

fubjef^, though fo fmall an addition 
would have expreffed any intended limi- 
tation; I am ftrongly inclined to think 
that there are defigned in it two. very 
remarkable charaderiftics of tHefe l^fl 
times: the increafeof Commerce, andcf 
Knowledge* By the difcovery of the 
Mariner's compafst while the limits of 
the human intercourfe have t>een ex« 
tended; knowledge has neceflarily en- 
creafed among men. And by the inven- 
tion of printing both the old flock and 
the new acceflion have been and are 
daily diffufed far and wide. In every 
branch of fcience enquiries have'been 
parried farther than ever before, and 

more 
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more truths afcertained than the world 
was heretofore in poflfeflGon of. Various 
and oppofite caufes have contributed to 
this furtherance of knowledge; the dtvi« 
fion of Europe, into independence dates 
has enalHed the {bvereigns of each to 
give within their own dominions a 
greater Ihare of encouragement to the arts 
and fciences, than one fovereign could 
hdEve afforded in all the diftriftsof an em«- 
piiie fo CKtenfive. While through the in- 
tercourfe preferved among them the re* 
portdf what is done in one nation, excites 
tbe emulation of both the fovereigns and 
fiibjefts of the others, to exert them* 
felves in favour of fdence. What were 
the voyages of ihc ancient world in com<« 
parifon with tbofe to which the difco- 
tciy of another hemifphere, and the 
uavigation of new feas have given birth? 
No corner of the earth is now left un« 
exploited for the profit of trade. The 
sx^erchant too has opetikcd the way for 

P 3 the 
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the traveller; and by a better acquaint^ 
ance with the country, the manners, 
and the language of the fcene of revela- 
tioni we have gained means of more 
perfeflly underflanding the facred writers : 
while even the lapfe of time iRis by the 
completion laid open to us their pre- 
di£lions; and in a manner itot the lead 
remarkable, thofe of the prophet, in. 
whofe writings the very words I am. con- 
fidering, are found. That fuch extras- 
ordinary coincidences in accomplifliment 
of this prophetick fentence muft be far 
beyond the conjeClure of any human: 
mind, no one .wit!* deny> and the^ 
vague (implicity of the declaratioh is^ 
a fufficient pledge, thatit was not made by 
Daniel with a view to allure men in a 
diftant.age to ftudy predi£lions he had 
forged, and wreft them to a meaning, 
in which they might feem fuited to fome 
events. For would not a, vain impoftor. 
have expreifed bimfelfin more haughty^. 

epithets ? 
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epithets ? Should vre, not in fuch a cafc^ 
inftead of the prefent unaflFefted terras, 
have read fomething of the following 
kind : ** fhut the book and feal it to the 
" time of the end : eagerly fhall mul- 
^' titudes then examine its contents, and 
*^ bleflfed fhall they be with the kno>v- 
*• ledge of the wonderous things taught 
therein.'' But as there is nothing, of 
this kind to excite, or even excufe a 
fufpicion ef the authour's endeavouring 
from vanity, to impofe himfelf on man- 
kind for. a prophet; fo: on the other 
hand, the very remarkable manner ia 
which, we of this land efpecially feel 
the words have been accomplifhed at 
the very period to which they relate, is a. 
fufficient teftimony of their proceeding 
from Him, Who alone ** can declare, 
** and fet in order, and (liew the things 
•'that are coming, aad ihail come.'* 

But to return to the vi(ion of St.. 

John 
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John ,* he- having by command of the 
voice from heaven taken the little lk3ok 
Ottt of the hands of the Angel, and by 
his diredion eaten it, found it fweet in 
his mouth, andT)itter after it was firal- 
lowed; an emblem ftrongly exjircffive 
of the fenfations of the apoftle oo learn- 
ing that while expofed to perfecution in 
the Eaftem, in the WeAem empire 
the profeffion of the gofpel Ihould be 
countenanced fay the ruling .pdvt^rs ; 
but yet that the chriAianity thus (nra« 
fieiled, would in the rdodrtacs be.wonjder-^ 
folly corrupted, and in the pra&ice o£ 
k, made ftill more abominable. And 
diis fymbolical a6b being thus 'explained" 
by the Angel, ^' thou miift prophecyr 
** again before (or xonceming) many. 
'^ peoples, ami nations^ and tongues, 
" and kings :" the next fe£lion of the 
prophecy opens l^tth a conne£ting Hnk, 
artificially formed to unite it with the 
former ; an accotofof the (l^ee of that 

city 
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city to which the'chrifti^nsof the Eaft 
and. Weft look with equal regard, fol- 
lowed by a ftatement of the (ituation» 
in which the true difciples of Chrift 
Ihould be found for many days under 
both empires. - • 

"And there was given me a reed, 
fays the apoftle, " like unto a rod, and 
** the Angel flood, faying, rife, and 
** meafure the Temple of God» and the 
'* altar, and them that worftiip therein. 
** But the court which is without the 
" Temple leave out and meafure it not; 
'* for it is' given unto the Gentiles: and 
V the holy city fliall they tread under 
" foot forty and two months." For the 
completion of the prediction in a figu- 
rative fenfe, let the reader confult the 
former expofitors already referred to ; 
That it has in a very remarkable degree 
been accomplifhed alio in a literal fenfe, 
welearjxfrom Mr. Gibbon; who informs 

us 
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us/that before t^e capture of Jerufaleto 
hy the Saracens, tbe.P^rfians und^r the 
reign of Chofroes the fon of NuQiirwan, 
took it by aSsLijilt; *^ the fepulchre of 
<' Cforift^ a^, the ftately churdKs ti£ 
** Helena and Conftantine were coa- 
" fumed, or at leall damaged by the 
'* flames-^and the itiaffacre of ninety 
*^ thoufand Chriftians is imputed to the 
:" Jewiand Arabs, who iWelled the dif- 
** order of the Perfian march/' (cL 46.) 
.From this j3eriod (Ji. D. ^14) with little 
'interruption has the city been in the 
hands of the enemies tyf the gofpel ; bat 
with this attendant cifcamfl«ttU>ei IhSit 
in the tuidft of it, even white thus pof* 
fefled by th^ir adverfaries, the ChiiftiaM 
•haVfe Fef ained a place of wpHhtp. ^ In 
the capitulation with Otnar (Mr. Gib- 
bdn fpeaks) the inhabitants bad ftipu* 
*• lated the afTurance of their religion 
** and property. The articles were in* 
^* terpreted hy a maAer againft whom 

*' it 
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it was duigerous to difpute — ^but a 
peculiar quarter was refierved for the 
Psitriaich with his clergy and 
people^^nd the fepulchre of Chrift 
with the church of the refurrcdion, 
was ftill left in the hands of his vota- 
lies. A crowd of pilgrims from the 
" Eaft and Weft, continued to vifitthe 
^* holy fepulchre, and. the adjacent 
•*. fanflittaries- — Harun Alrafhid, the 
greateft of the Abaflides, without re« 
figning the fubftantial dominion, pre* 
fented the Emperor (Charlamagne) 
*•• with the keys of the holy fepulchre, 
** and perhaps of the city of Jerufalem/" 
From this time, as the hiftorian conti* 
nues to relate in his fifty ferenth chapter 
the Chriftians continued with iitfcle* in- 
terval to be permitted to vifit Jerufalem 
in pilgrimage till the coi:nmencement of 
the Crufades; and even when thcfe 
expeditions bad ceafed, ard the vi£lori«f 
ous Turks had demolifiieii the ifaurches 

and 
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and fortifications of the Latin cities : *' a 
** motive of fear or atarice, fays our 
**' authouri ftill opened the holy .fepul- 
** chre to >fome devout and defeiiceleis - 
**, pilgrims/' f And that this has been 
continued. to-tliC' prefect age, fufficiently ' 
appears from the teftim'ony of our more 
modem travellers. WMle therefore we 
j^ftly.,, reprobate the .iu^pexftition that • 
ascribes to pilgrimages the n^erit of good 
%vorks,i.fince we muft ftill fuppofe, that 
many who have undertakeri this burden- 
fome caik, have howe^^r miflaken» a6ted 
from finccre truth and unfeigned piety ; 
does hot the recorded fa6):» that there 
h«^ been, ^d is ilill left a place in the 
holy city, where thofe who wifti fo to do, 
may render this homage to Chrift, though 
the reft be' in pofieflion of his adverfarieSi 
evidently correfpond with the emblem 
of the holy city, and outward court 
being giving to the Gentiles, while 
fome woHhippers^remaintiu the Temple, ^ 

and 
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and about the altar ? Nor can I leave it 
unobfervedf that they arc about the very 
altar on which the great facrifice for the 
fins of the whole world was ofiFered, even 
Mount Calvary. 

But it was farther faid to the Evangelift 
in the nartae of the Lord, ** -and 1 will 
give power unto my two witnefles 
and they fliall prophecy a thoufand 
" two hundred and three-fcore days 
" clothed in fackcloth." In the forty 
third chapter of Ifaiiih, that prophet who 
was a type of Chrift, and the Jewifli 
people are denominated the witnefles of 
God; " ye are my witnefles faith the 
" Lord) and my fervant whom I have 
" chofen/' When our Lord before his 
afcenlion told the apoftlcs, that they 
ffaould receive power, after that the 
Holy Ghoft was come upon them, he 
added, *' and ye fhall be witnefles unto 
'* me, both in Jerufalem and in all 

Q Judoea 
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Judopa and in Samaria, and to' the 
*' uttermoft part of the earth/' Thefe 
paffages are fuflBcient to prove that the 
true worfliippers cf God, and efpecialljr 
the preachers of his pure word, are his 
ovitneffes ; and not only the fa6l of thefe 
laft having been repeatedly fent by two 
and two, but the miniftry of the Gofpel 
being on its firft preaching divided, as it 
was, intp two parts the one of the cir- 
cumcifion and the other of the Gentiles, 
will account for two being herp named^ 
and point out, as the two bodies of men 
intended, (for that they are metaphori- 
cally only individuals, their prophefying 
during the fpace of twelve hundred and 
fixty years manifeftsj the Jewifh and 
Gentile Chriftians. While their being 
termed in the fubfequent verfe, '* the 
*• two olive trees and the two candle- 
** flicks ftanding before the God of the 
** earth,'* needs no other elucidation^ 
than what is afforded by St. Paul's ap- 
plication 
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plication of the emblem of an olive-tree 
both to Jews and Gentiles in his epiftle 
to the Romans, and by our blefled Lord*^" 
words to his difciples, ** ye are the light 
*• of the world." For the fufFcrings of 
thefe witneffes in the Weftern world, as 
well ay for the accomplifhment of the 
feveral figurative allufions to their 
influence and their a6ls, I muft, as 
before, refer the reader to the former 
commentators ; it coming within my 
defignonly to give the following hiftorical 
proof of their prophefying^in fack cloth 
in the Eaft. " The captive churches of 
** the Eaft have been aSlifted in every 
•' age by the avarice or bigotry of their 
" rulers; and the ordinary and legal 
^* reftraints mud be ofFenfive to the 
•i pride or the zeal of the Chriftians. 
** About two hundred years after Ma- 
'' homet they were feparated from their 
*• fellow fubjv.£ls by a turban or girdle 
" of a lefs honourable colour ; inftead 
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*• of horres or mules, they were con- 
•^ demned to rideon affes, in the attitude 
** of women. Their public or private 
" buildings were meafured by a dimi- 
** nutive ftandard ; in the ftreets or the 
** Baths it is their duty to give way or 
^* bow down before the meaneft of the- 
*' people; and their teftimony is rejefted, 
'* if it may tend to the prejudice of a 
" true believer/' fCh. 51 J In additiori 
to this account of general alHiQions I 
could tranfcribe from the fame writer 
others of particular pre fccutions fanguitt** 
ary and cruel ; but I think I have pro-^ 
duced enough to demonftrate, that un- 
der the dominion of the Mahomeeans 
the profefFors of the Gofpel teftify tlieir 
faith indeed in mourning as well as to 
prove, by what I have brought forward 
under the laft article, as well as under this, 
that in correfpondence with the words of 
Daniel, the power prefignified by the 

^ by 
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little horn in his erghth chapter, ** has 
" ftood up againft the Prince of Princes/* 

Whatever events may be contained in 
that part of this preJi.:ion which fpcaks 
of the murder of thele witnelTcs, it is 
plain they are yet futur<;; but as a very 
ftrong fuggeflionis given it, that Jcru- 
falefti fliall here^her fail under the papal 
power, and the moll bittjr pcrfccutiopt 
of the faithful: fervants of Chrift, be 
•there carried on by it, 1 would earnellly 
•recommend to any, on whom the feem- 
ing improbability 'of fuch occurrence* 
may prefs, to refleft on the rapid change 
which we have lately feen, when that 
•nation, whofe monarch was ftyled the 
eldeft fon of the church, and whofe 
word was a law to his fubjefts, pofitively 
renounced Chriftianity, and ftrove to 
eradicate every veftige of its rites. For 
this change is full as wonderfull as that 
which would happen in the Bifhop of 

• Q 3 Rome's 
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Rome's falling in with the inclinations of 
the age to farther apoflacy ; and fecuring 
his fupremacy by accomodating his 
do£irines to the vices of thofe over whom 
he wifhes to rule. 

The connefling circumflances in the 

fortunes of the Eaflern and Weftera 

. C^hurches being thus gone througbi the 

.viiion proceeds to a more particular def- 

clription of the Hate of the. lad, cluring 

the period that the former (heuld con** 

tinue under the Mahometan yoke ; pi«- 

faoing the account with a fuccinct re^ 

prefent^tion of the attempts which would 

)>e rnade })y Satan, through the Miniftiy 

of the Pagan £mperours of Rome^ to* 

ij>revent the eftablifhmeBt of Chriftianitjr 

\ih the Empire, by keeping a fon of the- 

church from, the imperial throne ; and, 

iOtl failure of thefe and fome other exer^ 

'tiOnSy. his yielding hi :> feat^ anddelegat-^ 

ing hi^ :power to a new h^ad of that En^ 

t : , pirc 
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pitve, which aft^r falling once was ag^jn 
rccov^re4« 

This portion of the prophecy com- 
mences at the firft verfe of the twelfth 
chapter. ** And there appeared (not as 
'• our tranflators have rendered it, • ^ 
•* great wonder/' but) •' an importapf 
" fymbol.in IJeayea:" The explanation 
of which* a^ well .a« that of the reft, 
with thei(qJ.fofll&.on^yhich they are founc^ 
ed, being giv^n: . hy Daubuz and New- 
ton,. I need only f^ggeft to the reader; 
that, lyhiUQitis thp.pra£ticeof the other 
evangelical vivXtx&iix fpe^k pf (he church 
under the. image pf a. mQther, the phrafc 
" 10 rule the natignsivith a rod of iron'' 
^ough at other timesijpinedwith another 
to exprefs that i^iiviirial and irrcfiftiblp 
dominion, .with wli*ch our.b'.pffed Lor,d 
ffaall r€;ign, njight yet be juilly ^piie4 
to GiOnftantine the great, (invyhofe perfon 
a;(aa.of^e cJimrcb ifirlt ,afcenued the 
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Throne of Rome; as the head of that 
Empire, charadlerized in Nebuchad- 
nezzar's image, as co be ftrong as iron. 
And for the throne he obtained being 
termed that of God ; we find in the 
twenty ninth chapter of the firft book of 
Chronicles, Solomon faid to be feated on 
** the throne of the Lord.^ Neither can 
I here omit to notice thd refemblance 
between thefe two Monarchs in the fol- 
' lowing poihts.r — As to SolOmon, afteif a , 
period of war^andTturbulence, it was given : 
to build a temple, where^the ark of the co- 
venant might reft : fo to C6nftantine after 
a feafOn of trouble to its profeffbrs, (man- 
kedby the pains and travail of thcf wo- 
man) was it granted" to a£Pord an eftab- 
lifhment to Chriftiamty. Agaiti, as So^ 
iomon's acceffion was oppofed by rivals 
whom he vanquifhed, fo was that of Con- 
ftantine by thofe whom he fubducdi 
and laftly, if the behaviour ofGonftan* 
tine towards the clofe of his life fhould 
excite a doubt of his being made the : 

fubjefti 



vitmof the Prophecies, (3c. 189 

fubjeft of fo important a predidion, the 
latter daies of Soloman formed a difgrace- 
full contraft to thofe in the beginning of 
his reign; yet was he, in the earlier 
period of his glory, made a type of that 
peifeO: charafler, which has fince ap- 
peared as the true King of IfraeU 

Now the fornier Emperours had from 
the firft appearance of chriftianity en- 
deavoured to prevent its progrefs; but 
bis pagan copartners in the empire by 
attempting to deftroy Conftantine, ftrucif 
at him on whom the Chriftians had 
fixed their hopes of deliverance : an4 
therefore,, his efcape from them all mull 
have tended ftron^ly to imprefs on th^ 
minds of his believing fubjefts, th^ 
a0urance» which Mr. Gibbon tells us; 
they entertained, that ** the elevation of 
^' Conftantine was intimately conne£le4 
*' with the defigns of providence," Of 
the deftruflive intentions of the moft 
iormidable of his opponents, Galerius, 

the 
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the hiftoriah has given the following in- 
timations. " The favour of the people- 
'*^ and foldiers who had named him 
** (Conftantine^ as a worthy candidate 
for the rank of Cefar, ferved only «> 
exafperate the jealoufy of Galerius;. 
« and though pnidenee might reftrainb- 
*' him from exercifing any open vio- 
* lence, an abfolute monarch is feldom 
'* at a lofs how to execute a fure and' 

" fecret revenge Every hour incrcafed' 

'^ the danger of Conftantitie, and the: 
" anxiety of his father, who by repeat- 
*• ed letters expreffed the warmed defires 
'* of embracing his fon — the permiffion 
'' of the journey was relu6lantly grant- 
•* cd ; and whatever precautions the 
r Emperor might have taken to inter- 
" cept a. return, the confeq^uences of 
*' which he with fo much reafon dreaded, 
they were efreftnally difappointed by 
the incredible diligence of Conftan- 
'* tine." And is there no refemblance 

Of the child of the Church being caught 

up 
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Tip from the Dragon who ftood ready to 
devour him^ even in this firft efcape from 
that ferocious and paoran Emperour, who 
was evidently watching to deftroy him ? 
-His danger however v^as not over ; for 
when on his father's deceafe, he was 
detled Emperour by the foidiers, the 
fame authour obfervc s of his acceptance 
of the purple, ** the throne was the ob- 
*« jeft of his defires ; and had he been 
*• lefs aftuated by ambition, it was his 
*• only means of fafety." How bitter 
too was the enmity againft which he was 
thus fecured* the behaviour of his ad- 
verfary on receiving notice from Con- 
ftantine, that he had been elefted by 
the army, indicates ; '• the firft emotions 
•' of Galerius* w^re thofe of furprize, 
' •^ difappoinJment, and ra^e ; and as 
V' he could feldom reftrain his paflions^ 
« he loudly threatened, that he would 
4' commit to the flames both the letter 
** and the meffenger," At this time 

indeed 
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indeed he was plated on the throne, with 

this "remarkable circumftance attending 

him; that he was the Ton of a father 

who had long renounced Polytheifm. 

Yet was not the accompliSiment of the 

prediflion complete until, after th6 fuc- 

ccffive overthrow of Maximian, Maxen* 

tius. and Licinius, (all of-Whom, the fame 

hiftorian teftifies, attempted his deftruc- 

tion) he became fole Emperour. And 

then too, the overthrow of Paganifm 

"prefiguted by the viftory of Michael 

over the Devil, was brought about in 

the eftablifliment of the Gofpel. Still 

it was not immediately eradicated^ as 

Mr. Gibbon has obferved in perfeft 

correfpondence with the prophecy, for 

- the final extirpation was not ^fFcfted, 

as it appears from his twenty eighth 

chapter, till the reign of Theodofius 

the great, when Paganifm was formally 

renounced at Rome by a Vote of the 

Senate. 

Satan 
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Satan thus defeated is next reprefented 

as ^attacking the church by other means, 

mkL thofe perhaps more efiFe6lual than 

that of perfecution, the corruption of its 

members; and in remarkable confidence 

vith this the hiftorian has feen it proper 

to join in the fame chapter " the final 

deftruflion of Paganifm, and the in- 

troduftion of the worfhip of faints 

and relics among the Chriflians." 

Nor among the tares thus fown by the 

enemy, (hould the numerous herefics re* 

ported by Mr, Gibbon, and afcribed by 

t:otemporary writers to the fuggeftions 

of Satan be overlooked ; fince by thefe, 

had (he not received the fupport of the 

imperial power^ noted in the vifion by 

the wings of the great eagle, the church 

would, in all probability, have been 

overwhelmed : a conclufion juftified by 

what we have in this age feen of the 

rapidity, with which Schifm defcends to 

Scepticifm, and Scepticifm to determined 

R infidelity. 



J 94 ^ ffencral and tonnc^d 

infidelity. But neither thefe, nor the 
irruption of the barbarians, it is declared^ 
fucceeding to accompliih his defigns on 
her children ; the devil next employed 
«n engine well adapted to his purpofes* 

**''^ And I flood upon the fand of the 

jea,^' fays the evangelift, ** and faw a 

" Tjeaft rife up out of the fea, having 

*' ievenhea^s, and ten horns, and upon 

** his horns ten crowns, and upon his 

*' heads the name of blafphemy. And 

" the beaft which I faw was like unto a 

** leopard, and his feet were as the feet 

*' of a be^r, atid his mouth as the 

'* mouth oF a Hon : and the dragon 

** gave him his- power, and his feat, 

** and great authority. And I faw one 

" of hi^ heads as it w^re wounded to 

*' death; and his deadly wound was 

** healed; and all the world wondered 

** after the beaft, and they worfhipped 

•* the dragon which gave power unto the 

" beaft, 
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^* beaft, and they worfhipped the beaft, 
** faying, who is like unto the beaft ? 
^ Who is able to make war with him.? 
•* And there was given unto him a mouth 
fpeakinggreat things, andbbfphemics ; 
and power was given unto him to con- 
tinue forty and two months, and ho 
** opened his mouth in blafphemy againll 
" God, to blafpheme his name and hii 
" *' Tabernacle, and them that dwell in 
** Heaven. And it was given unto him 
** to make war wich the faints, and 
" overcome them ; and power was 
*• given him over all kindreds and 
*^* tongues, and nations. And all that 
*^ dwell upon the earth fhall worQiip 
•* hJm whofe names are not written in 
^* the book of life of the lamb flain from 
** the foundation of the wprld.'* 

The power which St. John thus pro- 
ceeds more particularly to defcribe, 
while it was revealed to Daniel under 

R 2 the 



19^6 A.gtntrnl'iind conncHtd 

the defcription of the conduQ; of the 
governing powers of the Roman world 
given in his eleventh chapter, was dif- 
tinftly noticed in the viCon related in 
his feventh, under the image of a little 
horn rifing among the ten : ** I con- 
" fidered the horns, and, behold there 
" came up among them anofher little 
** horn, before whom there were three 
'* of the firft horns plucked up by the 
" roots: and, behold in this horn were 
eyts like the eyes of a man, and a 
mouth fpeaking great things," and in 
the twentieth verfe he further defcribes 
it as '' that horn that had eyes and « 
^ mouth that fpeak very great tbingii 
'^ whofe look was^more flout tha9,A his 
•* fellows." And the interpretation 
which he received of this emblem runs 
thus; *' and the ten horns of this king- 
** dom are ten Kings that fhall arife: 
^' and another ihall arife aftei* them; and 
*• he fhall be diverfe from the firfl. And 

" he 
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** he (hall fubdue three Kings, and he 
** ihall fpeak great words again fl the 
" moft high, and (hall wear out the 
" faints of the moft high, and think to 
^* change times and laws : and they fhall 
be given into his hand until a time and 
times, arid the dividing of a time; 
But the judgement fhall fit, and they 
** fhall take away his dominion, to con- 
" fume and to deftroy it unto the end." 
And St. Paul has charafterized the fame 
power in thefe words, *^ that man of fin 
" the fon of perdition; who oppofeth and 
" exalteth himfelf above all that is 
" called' Glod; or that is worfhipped ; 
** fo that he as God fitteth in the temple 
** of God," fhewing himfelf that he isi 
" God/* {Thefs. 2. v. 4.) and again ia 
the eighth verfe ; " and then, fhall that 
" wicked be revealed, whom the Lord 
** fhall confume with the fpirit of his 
mouth, and fhall deftroy with the 
brightnefs of his coming : even him 

R 3 whoft . 
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*' whofe coming is after the working of 
^' Satan, with all power and figns and 



lying wonders, and with all deceive 
ableneft of unrighteoufntfs in them 
that peri(h ; becaufe they received 

•• not the love of the truth, that they 

** migJit be favcd.' 
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Knowing by the exa£l correfpondence 
of the event with, the prophecy fo far, 
that the fourth empire revealed to Daniel, 
was no other than the Roman ; and con- 
fequently, whea bearing the ten homs^ 
that in it^ latter (late ; we' have a dei- 
mondration that the beaft in the Apo* 
clypfe which had the wound by a fword 
and did live, is an emblem of the fame 
power : fince in the fevpnteenth chapter 
we are informed, it is he that beareth 
the city which reigned over the Kipgs of 
the earth in the age of St« John. And 
the delineation givenus by this Evangel- 
lib being the mofl particular, I fibali* ia 

manifefting, 
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manifelling the completion of the pre* 
diiftiooff) purfue the courfe marked out 
in that} without, however, leaving an* 
noticed the points, which the other twa 
infpired writers hav^ feparately delU 
vered. 

Now the firft particular to which St. 
John defcends, that was left unnoticed 
hy Daniel, is that ihe ancient Roman 
empire Ihould be wounded by the fword 
in one of its heads : and that after its re- 
covery from this woiuid, it fhould come 
to pa£y that under its eighth King or 
form of governments it would prove that 
monften which fhould have a ^* mouth 
'* fpeaking ^reat things, and bla{phe« 
** mies." 

Tbe fall of the ancient If^omah Em^ 
pire.by the fword is a fafit fo well tnown,. 
that it would be needlefs to quote hiftory 
in proof of it, eVcn had 1 not in the for* 

mer 
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mer part of this work been led fo to;do. 
But the poiiU fo ilrongly infifted on hy 
the evangelifl in making it Ferve as i a 
title to the beaft, that .** he had the 
'« wound by a fword.and did livfe," . is a 
circumftance fo remarkable, that, in ad- 
dition to what the reader may fee in the 
works of the interpreters, to whom I 
have ft) often referred; (and to whom I 
muft/ again requeft, he will apply for 
the explanation of thofe embleihs on 
whith t cannot Gonfiftently with the 
brevity of'thii traft dilate) I muft ftate 
the teftimony of the hiftori^n, that after ^ 
the dethronemeiit of the laft Weftem 
Emperoui-, (the head that ' was thus . 
wounded) the conquerors of Rome, 
though barbarians, retained her efta- 
bliflied forms of civil, polity^ ^n4 her 
ancient provinces ftill called themfelves 
Roman, while fhq was deprived^ of 
power to exercife any jurifdiftipn over, 
them. In his thirty fixth chapter Mr. 

Gibbon- 
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Cibbon obferves of Gdoaccr who hid 
depofed Auguftulus, *• He refpcQ^d 
•* though a conqueror and a Barbarian^ 
•* the inftitutions, and even the prb- 
*' judices, of his fubjefts. After an 
** interval of feven years, Odoacer 
*' reftored the confulfhip of the Weft.'* 
Of Theodoric the vanquifher and fuc- 
cefTpr of this King of Italy, we read, 
** he fervilcly copied the inftitutions, and 
** even the abufes of the political fyftem 
" which had been framed by Conftantine 
'^ and his fucceflbrs." He allowed a 
pre*eminence to the .perfon and rank of 
the £aftem Emperour, *' the alliance of 
•< the - £aft and Weft was annually 
V declared by the unanimous choice of 
^* two confuis ; but it fhould feem that 
^' the Italian candidate who was named 
** by Theodoric, accepted a formal con* 
*' firmation from the fovereign of Con • 
•* ftantinople, the Gothic Palace of Ra* 
** venna rcflefted the image of the court 

« of 
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" of Theodofius and Valentinian-^ the 
*' Proetorian prctefeft, the proefe6l, of. 
** Rome, the Qaaeftor» the mailer of the 
*' offices, with tlie publicand patrimo- 
" nial treaCurers ftill continued td a£l as. 
** Miniftersof State, and the fubordinate 
** care of juftice and the revenue was. 
*• delegated to feven confulars three cor^ 
** reftors and five prefidents, who go- 
"' verned the fifteen Regions of Italy, 
^* according tq the principles, and even* 
^* the forms, of Roman jurifprudence^ 
** The civil admjniftration with its 
•* honours, and emoluments, was con -. 
** fined tb the Italians ; and the people 
^ ftill preferved their drefs and language 
*^ their law« and customs, their pcrlbnal 
** freedom* and two thirds of their landed 
'* property."^ — Such was the ftate of 
Rome and Italy under the moft power- 
full of the Gothic Monarchs, a^nd his 
mode ft fucceflbrs fo far imitated (or 

rather 
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rather exceeded in this point) his refpeft^ 
fiUl behaviour to the Eaftem Emperoury 
that they put not their images on their 
c6ifis, bt»t ** were fcti&fled with adding 
*' their own names to the head of the 
" .reigning Emperor.'* And, ** after a 
j'eign of fixty years, the throne of the 
<5othic King was filled by the Exarchs 
V of . Ravenna, the reprefentative in 

*« peace and war of the Emperor of the 

*• Romans%'' 

Thus did the beaft live, though he 
had a wound by the (word; and although 
immediately after receiving it, as well 
as. under the feventh head, or the Ex- 
archs he exifted as it were in a funken 
Gate, yet was he rifing among the waters 
till he came out as pourtrayed by the 
Apoftle. For in which ever of the two 
fenies, which we find attached to it in 
the prophetic writings^ we here under- 
ftand the emblem of the Sea> whether 

for 
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for a mukitude of people, or for a fcene 
of trouble, it. is equally true, that from 
fuch arofe the Papal empire of Rofne% 
Neither has this lingular recovery of 
empire been palTed over unnoticed by 
Mr. Gibbon, for in his forty fifth chap* 
ter we read, ** like Thebes, or Baby^ 
** loUj or Carthage, the name of Rome 
** might have been erazed from the earthy 
*' if: the city had not been animated by 
** a vital principle, which again reftored 
** her to honour and dominion/' Hence 
the hiftory proceeds to ftate the effe£); 
which the poffeffion of the genuine or 
fi6):ious relicks of the Apoftles had in 
this work and afterwards infotms us, in 
juft correfpondence with the fymbol of 
the fea ; that " the temporal power of 
** the Popes infenfibly arofe from the 
•* calamities of the times.'* And that 
Gregory the great, who previous to his 
ele^ion, had at the Byzantine court> as 

Nuncio 
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Nuncio of the apoftolic fee, •* boldly 
** afiutned in the name of St. Peter, a 
** tone of independent dignity, which 
'** would have been criminal and dan- 
** gerou8 in the moft illuftrious Layman 
*• of the empire," was after his elevation 
to the Papacy, involved by the misfor- 
tunes, of Rome <• in the buCnefs of 
'' peace an4 war; and it might be doubt<- 
•• full to hiihfelf, . whether piety or am- 
•* bition prompted him to fupply the 
^* place of the abfent fovereign.'* Of 
this pontif, Mr. Gibbon further ob- 
fervcs, " even the exiftence, the union 
" or the tianflation of epifcopal feats 
*' was decided by his abfolute difcretion^ 
** and his fuccefsfull inroads into the 
'* provinces of Greece, of Spain, and 
** of Gaul, might countenance the more 
** lofty pretenfion of fucceeding Popes,'* 
But the riling power thus defcribed k 
ftill more ftrongly characterifed in the 
following period : the '* credulity or the 

S '• prudence 
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*• prudence of Gregory was always dif- 
.** pofed to confirm the truths of religion 
** by the evidence of ghofts, miracles, 
** and reCurreftions, and pofterity has 
'* paid to his memory the fame tribute 
** which he freely granted to the virtue 
** of hisownorthepreceediriggeneration.** 
iWith thefe facts, and with^ach ^ther 
compare the accounts of the twoapoftles: 
of one, that out of the fea (hould arife 
the fallen Empire to whofe monarch 
Satan would give his power, his feat, and 
great authority, which had before been 
employed in fupport of idolatry : of the 
other, that when the imperial Govern- 
ment of Rome Ihould be taken out of 
the way, He fhould be revealed, whofe 
coming is after the working of Satan 
with all power, and figns, and lying 
wonders. But the former of thefe, St. 
John, having defcribcd his rife, pro- 
ceeds diftinftly to foretell the eflablifh- 
ment of this power, his charaCler, the 

means 
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means by which his dominion flioulcl he 
enlarged, and»the vaft extent of it. In cx- 
preffing the firft he ufes terras fimilar to 
thofe employed in the vifion of Daniel 
tOithe fame purpofe. To this prophet 
it had been faid of the little horn, " lie 
*• Ihall fpeak great words again (I the molb 
" high, and (hall wear out the faints of 
'• the moft high, and think to chan«^e 
** times and laws : and they fliall be 
*' given into his hand until a time, and 
** times, and the dividing of a time." 
the evangehft fays, *• and there was 
** given unto him a mouth fpeaking great 
*« things and blafphcmies ; and power 
*« was given unto him to continue forty 
'• and two months." — And " it was 
'• given unto him to make war with the 
»* faints, and to overcome them : and 
*• power was given him over all kindreds, 
** and tongues, and nations." 

When then, were they thus given into 
hi§. hand; and any autbority that may 

S 2 be 
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be called univerfal granted to the Pope ? 
Was it not when he was firft acknow- 
ledged univerfal Bifhop. Then -he 
became a monarch " diverfe from the 
/' firft." Then were the fouls of men 
(an article of merchandize in the My- 
flic Babylon) given unto his hand. And 
fo well was thi^ title deemed to merit 
the reproach of fpeaking great things, 
that Mr. Gibbon has made the fol- 
lowing remark on Gregory; " in 
•^ his rival the patriarch of Conftanti-^ 
" nople, he condemned the antichrifH- 
'* an title of univerfal Bifhop^ wlitch 
** the fucceflbr of St. Peter wa* too 
*' faiEiughty to concede and too feeble to 
*• affume," yet within a few years (in 
fix hundred fix) did Boniface the fourth 
aflame the title of univerfal Bifhop, itk 
virtue of a grant from the tyrant Phocas, 
in reporting whofc gift of the Pantheon 
to the Pope, that it might be converted 
into a church, Dr. Mackline in his chro- 
nological 
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nological table affixed to Mofheim's 
ecclefiaftical hiftory, ufes the following 
terms fo applicable to the point before 
us, " here (in the Pantheon) Cybele was 
** fucceeded by the Virgin Mary, and 
" the Pagan deities by Chrillian mar- 
** tyrs. Idolatry ftill fubfided; but the 
•' objefts of it were changed." Thus 
ftrongly marked is the.eftablifihment of 
an idolatrous power, in the very feat of 
that which' had before fallen ! Neither 
does the paflage I am now about to 
ttanfcribe from the hiftorian of the Ro- 
man empire, defcribe a man, whom we 
might not eafily fuppofe well calculated 
to be the inftrument, the vifiblc agent^ 
and even the reprefentative of Satan : 
** and Phocas does not appear to be 
** lefs hateful in the exercife than in the 
'• acquifition of power. The pencil of 
<^ an impartial hiftorian has delineated^ 
** the portrait of a mofifter ; his dimi- 
** nutive and deformed perfon, the clofe- 

S 3 ** nefs 
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" nefs of his Ihaggy eyebrows, hi* red 
" hair, his beardlefs chin^ and his cheek 
** disfigured and difcoloured by a for- 
^* midable fcan Ignorant of letters^ 
*• of laws, and even of arms, he in- 
^* dulged in the fupreme rank a more 
*' ample privilege of luft and drunkcn- 
** nefs-^his favage temper was inflamed 
** bypaflion, hardened by fear, exafpc- 
'* ratei by refiftance or reproach. 

That the Pope fliould be thus dignified 

by the hands of a man of the above 

defcription wilL I muft conceive, fhike 

my reader, as a ftrong coincidence : but 

. when he is informed that Mr. Gibbon 

' hiis preferved and owned ihe juftice of 

the epithets applied by a cotemporary 

poet to Phocas, ** the lawlefs and life 

•' corrupting. Dragon oj the monarchy i* 

ibe will think, that by thefe circumftances, 

"^^dcs little lefs than expre&ly marked the 

ti^rival of that period, in which the 

" Dragon. 
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Dragon was to give the bead '* his 
" power, and his feat, and great autho- 
/' thority." 

After what manner this authority 
£hould be employed is the next parti- 
cular of the evangelift's predi6lion : or^. 
in, other words, he next proceeds to 
draw the character of the potentate that 
Ihould. arife. The terms in whiqh hft 
bad been charafterized by Daniel and St. 
Paul, I; have befjE>re noticed; to thefe 
accounts. St. John adds, f1>eGdes what 
has been already quoted from the thir* 
teenth of the Revelation,) in the fixth 
vcrfe of that chapter, '* and he opened 
•« his mouth in blafphemy againft Gcd;' 
f^- to blafpheme his name. and his Tabcr- 
*• nacle, and them that dwell in Heaven." 
and the woman reprefenting the capital 
of his ftate in the feventecnth chapter is 
declared to be *• the mother of harlots 
^i and.abominatioz>5.of the earth," And 

to 
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to be *' drunken with the blood of the 
** faints, and with the blood of the Mar* 
•* tyrs of Jefus." Now if we call to 
mind the well known circumftance of 
Idolatry being fpoken of in the holy 
writ under the name of fornication and 
abomination, three particulars of the 
charaQer of the beaft will appear tp be 
foretold, Idolatry, blafphemy and tyran- 
ny • For as to his being an ecclefiaftical, 
as well as civil power, and Rome being 
the feat of his government, thefe points 
are fo plainly marked in the predifiion, 
and are fo evident in the Papal hiftory, 
that it feems needlefs to dwell on them^ 
Neither, fince -the exiftance of the others 
has been fully provedjby my prcdcceffor 
in this line ; and particularly the proofs 
compreifed in a moil elegant and con . 
vincing manner by the learned Prelate, 
who now prefides in the Church of 
Worcefter, (hall I notice them any fur- 
ther than to luring forward the teftimony 
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of my unprejudiced witnefs to the truth 
of the prophecy on thefe points. 

The mode in which the charge of 
idolatry is here laid, by Rome being 
termed '* the mother of harlots and 
'* abominations of the earth,'* claims 
our attention on account of the ad- 
mirable accuracy with which this defcrip- 
tion is applied. For old Rome was the 
Fofter-Mother of every fuperftition 
"and every mode of idolatry that was 
brought unto her. Rome, fays her 
Eugliffi hiftorian, *' the capital of a great 
** monarchy* was inceffantly filled with 
'* fiit^eds and ftrangers from every part 
^' of the world, who all introduced and 
*• enjoyed the favourite fuperftitions of 
'* their native country. Ifis and Serapis 
** at length affumed their place among 
*' the Roman deities^ nor was this in- 
** dulgence a departure from the old 
*' maxims of government, Inthepureft 

age& 
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** ages of the Commonwealth, Cybele and 
" CEfculapiushad been invited by folemn 
** embaffies •, and it was cuftomary to 
** tempt the prote6lors of the befieged 
*^ cities,* by the promife of more diftin- 
** tinguiftied honours than they poffeffed 
** in their native country, Rome gra- 
** dually became the common temple of 
" her fubjefls ; and the freedom of the 
** city was bellowed on all the Gods of 
** mankind." C. 2 And that modern 
Rome has not in this point fallen fronx 
ancient preeminence, nay that, fhe has 
even furpaffed it ('fince from her an ido- 
latrous worfhip has been propagated 
over the Weftern world) the reader may 
learn from Mr^ Gibbon's forty-ninth^ 
chapter; and efpecially from his report of 
war fupported by the Pope and Italians in 



♦ Thcfe w«TC literally the Maozim or Mahuzzim 
of ancient, fts the Chriflian Saints arc thefe of 
Qiodeui idolaterst 

defence 
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defence of images, which the Eaftern 
Emperour .purpofed to deftroy. The 
following extra£ls from this account while 
they arc as long as my defign will per- 
niit me to make, are fufficient to (hew 
how openly and earncftly Idolatry was 
then iipholden by Papal authority. 
Gregory the fecond in an epiftle yet ex- 
tant reprefented the ChriRian images, as 
** the genuine forms of Chrift, his mo- 
*• ther, and his faints, who had approv- 
*' cd by a crowd of miracles, the inno- 
*' cence and merit of this relative wor- 
•* Ihip. In a tranflation of part of the 
letter itfelf we find in this paffage; 
** the tyts of the nations are fixed on 
-«* our humility; and they revere as a God 
*• upon earth, the apojtle Peter, whofe 
•• image you threaten to deftroy." 
The hiftorian afterwaids informs us, that 
when, by the Zmperour's orderi ** the 
^' images of Chiill and the Virgin, and 

" of 
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•• of the Angels, Martyrs, and Saints 
»* were abolifhed in all the churches 
** in Italy/' the country on the admoni«- 
tiori of the Pope took arms, and ** the 
«* Italians fwore to live and die in de- 
•^ f^nce of the Pope and the holy images . 
" the Roman people was devoted to 
*' their* father." 

This with what I have before pro- 
duced on the fame point, in ftating the 
corruption of the Chriftians when the 
firft woe fell on them ; will I conceive 
'be deemed fatisfaftory : proof, that the 
potentate prefigured by the beaft has in 
the. event proved idolatrous. 

For the next particular of his cha- 
rafler, blafphemy; Mr. Gibbon has not 
only fupplied us with an inftance of it 

in 
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m-the above mentioned extraft- from the 

.lettef of Gregory the fecond, in which 

th^t poi^tif calls hipifelf the vicegerent 

\cf,*Chrifi; but in his account of the 

.tfr^nflalion .of-the crown :of France from 

..dx?. head: of Ghilderic to that of Pepin, 

he fays ** the Mayor and Nobles were 

<• bound by an oath of fidelity, the 

*« cpmmon ambalTadors addreffed the 

/•.Rowan Pontiir. .to difpel their fcru- 

i* pies, or to abfolv^e their promife — the 

"; fycceffor of St. Peter affumed the 

•• ,charafter of a diy:pie ambaflador.-*- 

*« The Franks were abfolved from their 

** ancient oath» but a dire Anathema 

\" was uttered againft them and their 

" pofterity, if they fliould dare to rene\>r 

" the freedom, except in the hgly and 

** meritorious race . of Carlovingian 

" Princes." To this anecdote, in which 

is preferved an aft of Papal blafphcmy 

in abfolving men from the obligation of, 

^n oath, and binding them under an 

T anathema 
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anathema to the contrary of wfcat they 
had fworn, direftly anfwering to St* 
Paul's prediftioh of the man of fill's 
oppofing and exahing himfelf above ' ** all 
" that is called God, or is worfliipped ; 
" fo that he as God fitteth in thetem'Jrtc 
t' of God, fhewing himfelf that'hte is 
** G<id;*' may be added the hiftotiari's 
report of the Papal indulgences giVen 
in his fifty eighth chapter, on opening 
his account of the Cfufades ; froth which 
one extraft will be fafficient. ** In the 
" council of Clermont that pope (ITrban 
** the fecond) proclaimed a plenary ih- 
.** dulgence to thofe who fhould enlift 
** under the banner of the crofs ; the 
** abfolution of all their fins, — '*and his 
account of the repetition of this piece of 
blafphemy at the jubilees, in his fifty- 
ninth chapter : from which I muft for- 
bear making any quotation^ becaufe the 
number already given is fo large ; and 

it 
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it is now full time to haften to the lad 
pointof chara filer in the beaft, his tyranny .^ 

In proof of this, the general atteftation 
of the hiflorian given in his forty-fifth 
chapter, ** the Roman Bifhops, who 
" deluged Europe and Afia with blood/ 
might be deemed fufficient; but the 
following" obfervations are too well 
adapted to the prefent purpofe to be 
omitted. In his fifty-fourth chapter wc 
read of the church of Rome ; '* her ava* 
" rice was oppreflive, her defpotiCm odi- 
'* ous : lefs^ degenenerate perhaps than 

the Greeks in the worfhip of Saints 
* and Images, her innovations were 
•* more rapid and fcandalou^: (he had 
** rigoroufly defined and impofed the 
** doflrine of tranfubftantiation; the lives 
*• of the Latin clergy were more corrupt, 
** and the Eaftern Biftiops might pafs 
'• for the fucceflbrs of the apoftles, if 
" they were compared with the Lordly 

T 2 !' prelates* 
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** prelates, who wielded by turns' the 
** crofier, the fceptre, and the fword/* 
And in the fifty-ninth, chapter is the 
following paffage fully defcriptive of the 
faft predifled." — Innocent the third. 
Under that young and ambitious 
pried, the fucceffors of St. Peter at- 
*' tained the full meridian of their great- 
•* nefs ; and in a reign of eighteen years 
he exercifcd a defpotic com.mandover 
the Emperors and Kings, whom he 
** raifed anddepofed ; over the nationfi 
whom an interdiB of months or years 
deprived, for the offence of their 
*' rulers, of the excrcife of Ghriflian 
** worlhij). In the councn of the 
** Lateran he afted as the ecclefiaflical 
*« almoft as the temporal fo\'ereign of 
*♦ the Eaft and Weft. It was at the feet 
«* of his legate that John of England 
*• furrendered his crown, and Innotcnt 
V may boaft of the two moft fignal 
** triumphs over fenfc and humanity, 

'' the 
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" theeftablifhmentofTranfubftantiation, 
** and the origin of the Inquifition/' 
Such are the words of the hiftorian ; 
now perufe again thofe of the prophet, 
" and it was given unto him to make 
•* war with the faints, and to overcome 
** them, and power was given unto him 
^' over all kindreds, and tongues, and. 
*' nationsL.'' 

By what means a fway fo extraor- 
dinary fhould be ellabliDied, the pro- 
phecy of St. Paul before cited had in 
general declared, by defcribing the 
coming of this wicked one as to be at^* 
tended ** with power and figns, and lying- 
** wonders/' But the particular con* 
dufler of thefe miracles is fpokeri of by 
St. John with an accuracy moft worthy 
of our admiration. " And fays he, I 
•^beheld* another beaft, coming up out 
** of the earth; and he had two horns 
^' like a Iamb; and he fpake as a Dra- 

'' T3 ^gon,. 
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** gon. Arid he exercifeth all the 
^* power of the firft beafl before him, 
<* and caufeth the earth and them which 
/ dwell therein to wprfhip the firft 
♦* beaft, whofe deadly wound was 
" healed. And he doth great wonders, 
•* fo that he maketh fire come down 
*' from heaven on the earth in the fight 
** of men, and deceiveth them that 
c« dwell on the earth by the means of 
*' thdfe miracles which he had power to 
" to do in the fight of the heaft." Will 
hiftory then furnilh us with any body 
politic bearing thefe marks ? The 
reader perhaps already anticipates my 
anfwer to this queftiou by replying 
we know that the ^r^at .fqpport of the 
Papal power has confided in the^mo-i 

■ • • • * . ' p 

naftickorde.K.; and, that l)y the mem- 

* bers of thefe, miracles, and fignshaV:^ 

" ^beenpretendedto be wrought, tafecurft 

** that obedience to the 3ce, of Romj5 

^*' which. 
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*» which' they have ever preachpif.'. Let 

lis therefore more cloftly inveftigate 

that fimilarity which from their very rife 

the Nf6nk«have bomt to this prophetick 

<ieftriptiori. • 
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** I beheld another beaft come up ovJt 
" oj the tarihr . As on account of its* 
fituatioiAi wiUii regard to the Mediterra- 
neao the inhabitant^ Orf Judc^ were 
wont: to ' eonfider th^ phrafe tov^ari 
ihcfe4 as cquivajent: <o .Weftwadrdv the 
Ap^(Ue*s pr^di^ioa of th^ former beaft 
ri&fig:frQm::t;he Tea or the Weft^ was in 
this acceptaitipn literally aecompliChed« 
Si^rMkewife if we here eonfider the lan4 
ft8.exprjs(&iig:t}%e.0tppofite point,, will the 
yi^fA^ be found accottiplifhed in the 
niQnaiftiiik life having iasifeii from the 
£aQ»: :,(^d a^:Qi^ <>f thecalamitie;^ which 
i^fi^id the injSi^ence of:. their iBiftiop Gre- 
gpry. ijljio firft Qvet ith^ Romans, was the 
flood wfelch fpread f>ver tb« lower parts; 

of 



of Rome, when ** the vallies l?el:ween 
the fevcn hills were /'as Mr. Gibbon re- 
latcs) inundated by the fwelling of the 
Tyber ; thus verifying in another ia- 
Jlance the emblem of his riiing out of 
the waters. So the dwelling of fome of 
the earlieO: Monks in caves* thus def- 
cribed by Mr. Gibbon, " they often u- 
^' furped the den of fome wild bciaft 
" whom they iaflFefted to refemble; they 
" buried themfelves in fome gloomy 
** cavern, which art or nature bad fco<^ 
<* ed out of the rocks; and the marble 
" quarries of Thebais arc ftill infcribed 
* * with the monuments of their penance,' • 
forms a lively correfpondeticc to the fimi- 
litudeof the two JH>rned bcaft coming out 
of the earthi But if from thefe accon»» . 
plifhments in a literal, we proceed to cn* 
quireaftera completion 'of the einbleins 
in a figurative fenfe, as the Sea has al- 
ready been ftated to reprefent a time of 
calamities and turbulence; and- the 

jufticc 
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juflice of this charafter 6f the age in 
in which th<* Papal fovereignty arofe, has 
been ptoved from the words of the hif- 
toriari'; to prefci^e the oeconomy of the 
fymbols, fhe rife of that body which was' 
fecn coming out of the earthi (hould be 
found to have taken place in a feafon of 
profpcrity and peace. Now mark the 
record, " profperity and peace intro- 
** duced the diftinSion of the vulgar and 
*• thcf afcetic Chriftians/* With this 
mo^ remarkable declaration Mr. Gib« 
Kon, in his thirty-feventh chapter, intro- 
ctuCes his accdutit oF the origin of the 
M6rtks' "The next emblem mentioned 
by St I John is, *' he had two horns like 
*' a Iamb/' now if from their anology to 
the horns of" the Ram in the eighth 
chapter of lyafiiel, we confidcrthefe as 
reprefenting two claffes of men, who 
pretended in the humility and purity of 
their lives to imitate that Lamb of Godr 
who had not where to lay his head ; 

our 
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our ufual informant tells us, that at firft 
" the Monks were divided into twoclafles 

ft 

*^ the Coenobites, and the Anachorets:*' 
and from MoQieim's eccleliaflical hif* 
tory we learn, that in a later age the^ 
great work afcribed to them, the fup. 
port of the papal authority, was more 
efpecially performed by two mendicant 
orders of Monks, who might, well be 
termed the. two horns of thcbeaiU "The 
** power of the Dominicans and Fraincif- 
" cans furpaOed greatly that of the other 
** two orders, and rendered them fin-- 
** gularly con fpicious in the eyes of the 
" world. During three centuries thefe 
*' two fraternities governed with an^ 
" a'moft univerfal and abfolute fway,, 
** both ftate and church, filled the mofl 
** eminent pofts ccc'efiafticil and civil^ 
^* taught in the univerfities and churches 
'* with an authority, before which all. 
*' oppofition was filent, and maintained 
** the pretended Maj.efty of the jRLoman 

'' pontifs 
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^* pohtifs agiainft Kings, Princes, Bi* 
" (hops, and Heretics, with incredible 
'* ardour, and ^qual fuccefs." (MoJK. 

, • • ' ■ ■ ■ ■ • 

tcdef.'hijl: v'. 3 j&. ^3. J and fince the 
reformatiori rne Papal pretcnfions to 
uhiverfal fupremacy have been. carried 
itlto 'another henfiifphere by that order 
\vfio' have affutned the very name of 

•■"•». * 

.'. And for the aflFeQed inofFenfivenefsjof 

,chara9:er, fo fignificantly intimated by 
this bcaft's having " horns like a lamb, 

'though he ^^^e as a drngon,'^ the three 

■ordinary vows common to all the mona- 
(litk tribes* are, it is well known, thofe 
of pioverty, chaftity, and obedience : 

.^nd^ as thefe have continued to be pro- 
feffed by the lateft, fo have we fhe 
evidence of Mr. <5ibbon, that they wei^ 

.avowed, nay pra£lifed by the earlieft. 
Thus for the firft ; *' the candidate who 
^' al|>ired to the virtue of evangelical 
** poverty, abjured, at his firft entrance 

** into 
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into ^ regular co^rnrnuiiity^ the idea aad 
even ' the name» of « all : feparate, or 
exelufive ppflfeffion, the brethren , were 
fupported by their piaQus^ .lajboui; ; 
^nd the duty of labouT^vasJlrenuoiiIly 
.*' recommended ^s a penance;, (a^ at). ex- 
** ercife,. andas the mgft.UApdt^le.nxea^n 
" of fecuring their daily fubfifi^^lj^ce/ 
(Ch. 37). and of the laft the fame au^^ijip 
writes *' a blind fubmiflion to the com- 
" mands of the Abbot, however abfurd, 
** or even criminal, tbey might' feem, 
" was the rulinjg principle, - the firft 
«' virtue of the Egyptian Monks ; and 
** their patience was frequently eKerci&d 
•' by the moft extravagant trials*' -But 
of that of chaftity I have defended 
fpeaking till after the other twb, becaufit 
tte unjuftifiable letigths to which the 
precepts relating to this have been car- 
ried under the authority of the beaft, 
*nd his falfe prophet are particularly 
noticed in the facred W4fitingi»- In the 
. it eleventh 



vitw of the Prophecies^ (3c. 220. 

eleventh chapter of Daniel, we read in 
general on this head, ^* neither (hall he 
•* regard the delire of women/* But 
St. Paul in his firft epiftlc to Timothy, 
having fiated that temperance which 
fliould be required of thofe, who were 
admitted to officiate in the church, adds 
more particularly, as a declaration of 
the Holy Ghoft, *that in after ages fomc 
would depart from the faith, and comply 
with the do£lrines of wretched hypo- 
crites, who would prohibit matrimony,- 
and command an unneceflary degree of 
abftinence in point of food. This molt 
accurate prophecy of the introduftion 
of Celibacy among ihe_ clergy, and the 
injundion of it as a duty by the Monks, 
appears to me to have been confiderably 
obfcured bjrthe manner, in which our 
tranflators have rendered part of the paf- 
fage that contains it. As the text now 
ilands, the words in the clofe of the 
firft, and the beginning of the fecond 
verfe, of the fourth chapter, run thus 

V •' giving, 
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V giving heed^to feducing fpirits, dfad 
" doSrines of devils ; fpeaking lies in 
-*• hypocrify." Now if* the word here 
tranflated devils be in the original really 
a jTubftantive, in natural conftruQion 
that tranflated ^^^^m^ lies (hould agree 
with it ; and confequehtly thofe teachers 
who fhould prohibit marriage are deno- 
xninated devils : but at prcfent it feems 
far from clear, whether thefe devils arc 
fpoken of as the fubje6):, or the teachers 
t)f the do£lrines. Nor will the change 
of the ierm into that of demons, as ac« 
cording with the worfliip^ and the belief 
an the interpoiition of departed fpirits 
entertained by the Papifts, remove the 
difficulty ; fince it cannot alter the con^ 
Ilru^ion of the paffage t : for how many- 
lies 



+ I have read Mede on this pafTage, but be 
does not feem iufficiently to have attended to the 
want of the article before t^roxpi^eri nor to the 
connedioB that this paflage has with the direc- 
tions Su Paul had before given for the coiu^uft 
of the clergy. 
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lies fo-ever departed fpirits may have 
had told of them, we are not warranted 
to fay they have told any theirfrlves- 
But if we confiderthe wordin queftion 
as an adjedlive (^againft which it is not. 
fufficieht to obje£i that it is n6t fo em- 
ployed in any other text of fcripture^ 
becaufe in the faered writings we meet: 
with feveral teitns but once ufed, and' 
the bed of the Greek writers both of ^ 
profe and verfe have employed the 
adjefliive in the fenfe in which I conceive 
it ought here to be underftood) the paf- 
fage becomes free from all its prefent 
obfcurity^ and mod exprellive of what 
hat come to pafs ; (ince it will then run 
thus, *• but the fpirit fpeaketh exprefsly^- 
** that in the latter time fome Ihall de- 
** part from the faith, giving heed to 
" reducing fpirits, and doftrines of 
' wretched men fpeaking Hes in hyp6» 
'• crify, feared in their confciences, for- 
" bidding to marry, &c." 

V 2 But 
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But whatever the more learned reader 
may think of this propofed alteration, 
the infpeftion of the original will con- 
vince him, that the perfons termed 
devils are thofe who it is faid fhall pro- 
hibit marriage; and even if this epithet 
be fuppofed to be here given them, it is 
fcarcely harflier than the terms in which 
Mr. Gibbon intimates, they were fpoken 
of in tlie fifth century ; ** the Monks (a 
* ^ race of filthy animals, to whom Euna. 
" pius is tempted to refufe the name of 
*' men)" (Ch. 28). Though, on tbe 
other hand, if what I have fuggefted be 
accepted, thefe words of the hiftorian 
will be little elfe, than a paraphrafe of 
the apoftle's term. While the chief 
point contained in this predidion, the 
prohibition of marriage ,on the clergy 
proceeding from thofe teachers, is thus 
elucidated by the fame writer, " it was 
" naturally fuppofed, that the pious 
*• and humble Monks, who had re- 
nounced 
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•* nounccd the world, to accotnplifh the 
** work of their falvation, were the beft 
•* qualified for the fpiritual government 
" of . Chriftians; the reluftant hermit 
" was torn from his cell, and feated 
** amidft the acclamations of the people » 
'* on the Epifcopal throne: the mo- 
,'• naileries of. Egypt, of Gaul, and 
5* of the £aft, fupplied a regular fuc* 
'♦ ceffion of** Saints and Bilhops." And' 
thus, the Celibacy which was at firfl a; 
vokmtary a£l: of devotion, being after- 
wards in the* Monks " fecured by a. 
'* folenm atid perpetual vow/' was made 
the fub}e61: of an irrevocable engagement 
ratified by the laws of the church and • 
ftate : and at length fo extended, that we 
are told by Bifhop Burnet ia his expofi-* 
tion of thirty- fecond article of our church, 
that when the married clergy of England 
refufed in the reign of King Edg^r, to 
foifake their wives at the inftance'of 
Dttiiftani they were turned out of their . 

y 3 beneficesi 
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benefices, and monks were put in their 
pUces. 

But under this affe£tation of humility 
and purity, there fhould be, the vifiom 
foretells' a great vehemence of charaflcr; 
** and he fpake as a Dragon," and furely 
the denunciation of the wrath of heaven, 
the excommunication, and the Anathe- 
mas pronounced by the Menks in all 
ages againft thofe who have oppofed 
their do6lrines, together with the defpo- 
tic dominion they have exercifed in the 
name of the Pope, prove fufficiently the 
completion of thefe words ; though to 
preferve the line of teftimony I fhall cite 
in proof of the original violence of the 
monaftick chara£ler, the following paf- 
fage from our hiftorian : '* the peace of 
*\ the Eaftern church wasJnvaded by a 
*' fwarm of Fanatics, incapable of fear, 
^* Dr reafon, or humanity ; and the im« 
** perial troops acknowledged without 

** fliame,, 
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** ihame, that they were much lefs ap- 
** prehenfive of an encounter with the 
** fierceft barbarians." 

The Evangelift next proceeds to 
declare, that this fliall exercife the 
authority of the former beaft for the 
promotion of his intereft, and that 
for the extenfion of his dominions 
he (hall do great wonders in the fight of 
men. *' And he exercifeth all the power 
" of the firll beaft before him, and cauf- 
** eth the earth and them that dwell 
** therein to worfliipthefirft beaft, whofe 
•* deadly wound was healed, and. he^ 
** doth great wonders, fo that he maketh 
*• fire come down from heaVen 6n the 
** earth in the fight of men, and de- 
*• ceivcth them that dWell on the earth 
*• by the means of thofe miracles which 
*• he had power to do ih the fight of the 
" beaft." — That in the earlieft ages of 
their influence the Monks pretended to 
ivork miracles* and the people gave 

cred^* 
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credit to their p^etenfions, Mr. Gibbon 
thus^ teftifies;: ** a believing agle was 
** eafily perfuaded that the flighteft ca- 
'* price of an Egyptian or a Syrian 
'* Monk had been fufBcient to interrupt 
" the eternal laws of the univerfe. The 
<* favourites of heaven were accuflomed 
" to cure inveterate difeafes with a. 
" touch, a word, or a diftant meflage;. 
/ and to expell the mod; obftihate Doe- 
<* mons from the fouls> or bodies, which^. 
«* they poffeffedi they familiarly accoft^i 
<* ed, or imperioufly commandecf the 
*' Lions and Serpents o£ the defert; in^ 
•* fufed vegetation into a faplefs trunk ; . 
** fufpended iron on the furface of the: 
•• water ; palTed the j^ile on the back of. 
** a Crocodile, and refreflied themfelves . 
«* in a fiery furnace.'Y^- 37 J And that: 
in the intermediate times^ their fuccef- . 
fors have not yielded . to them in pire- 
tenfions, the reader may fee in the writ- 
ings of thofe Proteftants who have in«% 
veftigatcd the. lying miracles of the 

Roman 



view of the Prophecies, (3c. 237 

Roman church ; and particularly, may 
he find fome curious tales in the book of 
the famous Mede. ' But further, that 
the great end they have thus purfued is 
the fame, which was fo exprefsly marked 
by St. John, in addition to what I have 
already quoted from that work, the foU 
lowing extra£ls from Mofheim's ecclefi- 
aftical hiftory amply prove; not only 
dcmonftrating the faft, but evincing 
the manner of it to have been in accurate 
correfpondence with the prophecy. For 
herein it will be feen, that the firft ftep 
towards making the monaftick orders 
the inftruments of Papal ufurpation was 
the removal of them from under that of 
the Bifhops, into the immediate jurif- 
di£tion of the Popes, by which they 
were brought to exercife whatever autho- 
rity he delegated to them, exaftly as 
predi£ted in the text, •' before him," or 
in our more popular phrafc, moftjuftly 
equivalent to that here ufed, " under 

" his 
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" his eye** — '* T?he imperious pontifs 
*' ali^ays fond of exerting their autho« 
** rity, exempted, by degrees, the irio- 
** naftic orders from the jurifdiftion of 
** the Bifhops. The Monks, in- return 
*• for this important fervice, devoteH 
'♦* themfeives wholly to advance the in- 
'• terefts, and to- maintain the dignity 
*• of the Bifhop of Rome* They made 
** his caufe their own^ and reprefented 
** him as a fort of God to the ignorant 
** multitude, over whom they had gain- 
" ed a prodigious afcendant by the 
** notion that generally prevailed of thet 
•« fanctity of the monaftick ordten 
( K 2. p. 1 8.) Now was not this a&ing 
as his prophet? Was it not cauling 
them who dwell on the earth to worfhip 
the-firft' beaft whofc deadly, wound was 
healed ? That he bimfelf confidercd 
and employed them as Jiis minifters to 
this end, we learn from the teftimony 
of the fame writer—** The monaftic 

orders 
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■ 

** been ?ilways conlidered by the Roman 
' pontifs as the principal fupport of 
** their authority and dominion. It is 
*• chiefly by them that they rule the 
f< church, maintain their influence pn 
** the minds of the^ people, and aug- 
** ment the number of their votaries, 
(F. 2. p. 43i>' And immediately preced- 
ing the firfl: paffage I have ciied from 
this hiftorian — " the Dominicans and 
" Francifcans were before the reformat 
** tion what the Jefuits have been fince 
** that happy and glorious period, the 
** very foul of the Hierarchy, the engines 
*' oftheftate, thefecretfpringsof the mo- 
*• tions of the one and the other, and the 
** authors anddireftors of every great and 
** important event both in the religious 
** and political world." If then any man 
have an ear, let him hear thefe plain 
atteftations of conformity between the 
apofile's prediQion of the means by 

w hich 
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which the Papal dominion ihould be ex- 
tended, and thofe by which it has in -the 
event been carried to an height fo ex- 
traordinary as the conclufion of this 
portion of the vifion intimates. " feying 
" to them that dwell on the earth, that 
they fliould make an image to the 
*• bead, which had the wound by a 
^* fword, and did live. And he had 
** power to give^ life unto the image of 
the beaft* that the image of the beafl 
fhould both fpeak, and caufe that as 
many as would not worffiip the image 
• y of the bead fhould be killed, and he - 
caufed all both fmall and great, rich 
and poor, free and bond, to receive 
a mark in their right hand, or in their 
*• foreheads, and that no man might 
** buy or fell, fave he that had the mark 
^* or the name of the bead, or the num- 
** ber of his name." For what was this 
image which was made to the beaft, but 
the Papal authority and Empire aftually 

eftablilhcd 
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«ltabli£bed over the ' world through 
the inftruraentality of the monaftick 
orders ? before this work was accom- 
plifhed, the Palpal dominion was in fa6l 
but a {hadow of itfelf, a faint appearance 
of the bead which had the wound by 
the fword and did live ; but when they 
had perfe6led it, there was formed (in 
the fame fenfe in which the apoflle to 
the Hebrews ufes this very term in op- 
pofition to that of Jhadow) the very 
image of the bead, which fmall and 
great, rich and poor, free and bond fell 
down before, and worfliipped. In 
Europe, Afia; Africa and America was 
its voice he«rd» and its commands obey- 
ed ; and it prevailed to have Myriads 
put to death, who would not worfhip it» 
In the fame century, in which Mr. Gib- 
bon fays that ** Charles the fourth re- 
** ceived the gift or promife of the Em- 
" pire from the Roman pontiJBF, who in 
^* the exile or captivity q£ Avi^nen af- 

X feaed 



" feSied tfie doininio^ of Ht^ earth," 
the Monkiih miflionaries kept the Papt^l 
banner flying in China^ and P(>{^ 
]Renedi£l the twelfth received a folemn 
embafly from the Khan of the Tartar?. 
In the next age, '* Alexander the fourth 
'* (fays Mofheim^ gave a rare fpecinf^n 
*• of Papal prefuinption in dividmg 
*' America between the Portugu^fe and 
** Spaniards." And the manner in which 
for fome centuries the Popes arrogate 
to themfclves the difpofal of the earth, 
and the acquiefcence their decrees, met 
with, prove indeed that there was thien 
ere£l,ed the very image of ap univerCal 
Empire; which like thftt^of ajE^cient 
Ronie devpuired, brake in pieces, and 
ftamped the refidue with it$ feet, J aad 

Mr. 



X If the curious reader will take the pains to 
compare the infolence with which the Senate of 
;^ncier\t and the Biihop of modern Rome have 
treated f^veral fvvereigiu> and independent na- 
tions, he will be ilricken with the fimilarity ot 
cor.duft. 
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Mr. Gibbon has a later example of its 
fa^cefs, which, though but temporary/ 
faliy unveils to us both the image, and 
thofe who call on the nations to worftiip . 
it. The tranfaftion took place in 
Abyflinia in the year fixteen hundred 
and twenty fix. ** A jefuit, Alphonfo 
** Mendez, the catholic patriarch of 
** CEtniopia accepted in the name of 
Urban the eighth, the homage and 
abjuration of his penitent. I confefs, 
*' faid the Emperor on his knees, I con- 
»* fefs that the Pope is the vicar of Chrift, 
*• the fucceffor of St. Peter, and the 
*• fovereigrt of the world, to him I fwear 
'• trttd otfcdience, and at his feet I offer 
my perfon and kingdom. A fimilar 
oath was repeated by his fon, his 
*' .brother, the Clergy, the Nobles, and 
** even theXadies of the Couft." (C. 47) 

But for the particular perfeetttioris 
with which the Qppoftefits of this uni- - 

X 2 verfal 
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verfal fway have been purfued, I muft 
refer the reader to Mofheim in his re- 
ports of the conduft of the inquifition ; 
and as to thofe infliftions more efpecially 
anfwcring to the penalties mentioned bjr 
the Evangelift, he will receive mofl 
fati&faflory information from Bp. New- 
ton on the place : in whofe work he may 
likewife find the bed fupported inter- 
pretation of the number of the name of 
the beaft. 

Yet I cannot proceed to flate the< re- 
maining prophecies of the revelation 
which have already been accompliflied, 
until! I have requeRed the reader^, to 
paufe awile on the remarkable portion o* 
it, we have lafl; inveftigated, and. a(k 
himfelf, whether it be not, more than 
utterly improbable, even morally im- 
poIBble, that any man Ihould without 
fupernatural affiftance have accurately 
defcribed fcveral centuries before its rifcj 

the 
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the nature, origin, cftabKffintent, iriftta** 
ments, aild fUJccafoof ^ |)ower fo ektrk- 
ordinai^y as tMt of tli^ Popes. Since 
the wiiter ^of this Book lived in the 
eavlieft agje of Chriftiani ty, unfcfs hd 
reaiiy i»eceived it» as he aflferts, by rfe^e^' 
lation, how was^ it poffible that he flidUld 
know what would thusconle to pafs ?0r ' 
not knowing it^ how is it probable tllat 
he could have gueflcd it* lb accurately ? • 
It is uncfeniably true, that tlieri^ had^ 
been no inftance' in the world of any 
power like that which he defcribesV 
Whence then could he have drawtt the 
idea. ? The Papal Eittpife is foiilisthing , 
fui Gcntrisy^ viewed altogetherit is fome- 
thingiof a pisctlliat kitid; witfioul pre- 
cedent and without.fimilituda, the means 
too of its fuGceft have been as Angular 
as the fuccefs itfelf. . At the time this 
authour wrote,, R^fe kept her fubje6ls 
in awe by the-fwbrd, amd extended her 
dominions by her arnlies. What ground \. 

X 3 then . 
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then had he to imagine, that he fhould 
reach the truch by foretelling, that her 
Empire would-be renewed by mirades 
and figns ; and her future fway extend- 
ed by the influencc-of a falfe prophet ? 
what ground for prefuming he could be 
right in ilating, that a power fo raifed 
could be long fupported by^the fame 
inftruments : or that the abufe of its 
authority would not for many ages be 
fully puniihed by Heaven, nor effeClually 
refifted by men ? I am perfuaded that 
any'rcader of honed heart, who fincercly 
attending to the fa&s of the exiftence of 
thefe predi£lions, and of that of the 
hillorical teftimony of their completion^ 
fairly weighs thefe queftions^ will think 
it utterly incredible, that any one fliould 
by force of conjefture write a page of 
prophetick hillory perfeft as this- And 
if this be far from credible, how much 
farther is it from being fo, that he fhould 
by chance fix upon images that might 

be 
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be eafily and corre6Uy applied to a long 
chain of diftant fa6is ? yet fuch images, 
the reader has feen, have hitherto been 
employed in this prophecy ; and he will 
now fee, that they continue to be (o. 

The Evangeliff after his delineation- 
of the triumph of the bead proceeds^ 
*' and I looked, and lo, a Lamb flood 
*' on the mount Sion, and with him an 
hundred^ forty and four thoufand» 
having his father's* name written in 
'' their foreheads, And I heard a voice 
*^ from heaven, as the voice of many 
** waters, and as the noife of a great 
** thunder: and I heard a voice of 
*^ harpers, harping with their harps : 
** and they fung as it were a new fong 
^' before the throne and before the four 
" beads, and the elders: and no man 
<* could learn that fong, but the hundred 
'^ and forty and four thoufand» which. 
" were redeemed from the earth, Thefc 
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** are they whichf are. not: defiietii witb 
•* women ;; for they arc: yii^iiiB*. Th»fe 
" are^ thev which follow the Lamb 
**^ whither foeyerhe goethv. Thefjc were 
** redeemed from; among^ men; being 
'' the fir ft fruits unto God, and to the 
** Laml)'; and in fheir month was found 
•* no guilie, for they ate^ without ftmlt- 
^« before the throne of GoAf As tfre 
reprefentation of a- former ftafon of 
trouble td- thet^-uefervants ofGbd^aird 
Chrift w«» fueceeded-by an accoutttr of 
paife* offered^ Aefore the. throne' by ibe 
redemaed ; To herie- the emblietnatick hif- 
toiy of the oppreflivr reign of the beaft 
is followed by an hymn^ftihg* by thofe 
who have efcaped^ the corruptions of the 
world, and having by fallowing the 
captmn of their faivatioir wherever He 
went, been made pcrfedl' through fuf- 
fcrings, are able ta expreft a meafuye of 
ja)r, which no others can either feel or 

utter. 
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uttier. — " They fung as it were a new 
foDg before the throne, — and no man 
could learn that ibng, but the hun- 
dred and forty andfour thoufand which 

*' were redeemed from the earth/' 

After this fublime account of the choir 
of fpirits of juft men made pcrfeft, a 
new epoch of prophecy commences. 
Daniel had been informed concerning 
this power whofe look was more flout 
than his fellows, that the judgement 
ihould fit, and they fhould take away his 
dominion, to confume and to deftroy it 
unto the end. And St. Paul in the 
terms, ** that wicked one whom the 
Lord (hall confume with the fpirit of 
his mouth, and deftroy with the 
brightnefs of his coming,'' charafter- 
izes that gradual degradatien from the 
plenitude of his power, through th 
prevalence of the word of the I a 
intimated before by the prophet 

niore 



it 
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more fully prefigured by St. John in the 
prediflions of three feveral fteps by 
which the authority of Rome fhould 
be lowered among men. ** And I faw 
'* another Angel fly in the midft of 
*' heaven, having the everlafting gofpel 
** to preach unto them that dwdl on the 
** earth, and to every nation* and kind* 
.'* red,, and tongue, and people, faying 
^* with a loud .voice, fear God, and 
*' give glory to him; for the hour of his 
^* judgement is oome : and worfhip him 
*' that made heaven, and earth, and the 
y fea, and the fountains of waters*!* 
• While the proclamation here made 
that the hour of Gods judgement is 
come, is well calculated 16 turn our 
thoughts to the fate of that power whofe 
dominion it was declared to Daniel 
{timlA then be confumed, an attentive 
reader.may difeern on perufing thispaf- 
fage a certain degree of abruptnets in 
llie introdu£lipn of this fjrmbol of the 

Angel 
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Angel. From a choir oF thofe who 
have been redeemed through the gofpel 
to a frefh publication of it feems a rapid 
tranfkion ; yet mod precifely docs this 
mark the mode in which the reformation 
began. For to that event (which was in 
faft a republication of the gofpel, and 
was fo termed in a hiftory of its progrefs 
quoted by Mofheim, Hijloria Evangelii 
renovati,) every circumftance of this 
particular predi6lion is fuited, and point- 
edly to this purpofe are the words of the 
eccJefiaftical hiftbrian above mentioned, 
while the Roman pontif flumbered 
in fecurity at the head of the church, 
*' and faw nothing throughout the vaft 
extent of his dominion but tranquil- 
lity and fubmiflion, and while the 
4' worthy and pious profeflbrs of ge- 
•* mine Chriftianity almoft defpaired of 
*♦ feeing that reformation on which their 
'** moflr ardent defires and expectations 
** were bent, an obfcure and i'nconfider. 

'\ able 
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*' able perfon arofe, on a fudden, in 
** the year fifteen hundred and feventeen, 
" and laid the foundation of this long 
V expefled change, by oppofing, with 
^* undaunted refolution, his fingle force 
'' to the torrent of Papal ambition' and 
.*• defpotifm/' <"Mofli,Cent. 16, Seft. i. 
Ch. 2 •}• Jiow juftly does the latter part 
of this remark correfpond with the em- 
' blem of the text ! Luther lays the hif- 
torian, laid the foundation of this long 
€xpe£i:ed change ; this Angel, the a« 
pollle tells us, was afterwards followed by 
two others in his preaching. And as 
we proceed the correfpondence becomes 
Hill more remarkable. In the midfl; of 
Heaven this Angel was feen to fly ; and 
contrary to the general fate of the preach- 
ers of new Tenets, it was Luther's lot to 
proclaim his do£lrine in the midfl of the 
figurative Heavens; before the Empe- 
rour and the Princes of the Empire af- 
fembled in open diet, Patronized from 

the 
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the firft by Pxinces; the reformation was 
introduced into the countries where it 
took place, by the authority of .the 
Sovereigns thcmfelves ; not by a party 
firft gained among the fubje£ls too 
powerfull for the fovereign to reCft, 
This ^mblcmatick meflenger of God had 
too the everlafting gofpel ; the gofpel of 
which it is the fundamental do£trine^ 
that there is one God, and one Mediator 
between God and man, this he preached 
unto them that dwell on the cartrb, 
*' faying with a loud voice, fear God^ 
^ and give glory to him." Luther, wft 
are told, when (he famous indulgences 
of Leo the tenth were proclaimed in 
Germany, " raifed his warning voice/* 
and in ninety five propofitions maintained 
publickly at Wittemberg, plainly pointed 
out the Roman Pontif a« a partaker in 
the guilt of thofe who fold them, fiuce 
he fufFered the people to be fuduced by 
Juch delufions from placing their prin- 

Y cipal 
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cipal confidence in Chrift^thc only prd- 
pex.Qtj^^^o£4;beir tmft.. A^ain as tb€ 
afigel qalled on.men to worfhip Him who 
made heaven and earth ; fo after the ap- 
pearance of an elpecial edi£l of Leo the 
t^thf in whifJi that pope commanded 
his fpiritiml fubjeds to acknowledge his 
power of delivering ( I almoft fhudder 
at the bi^ifph^my^ whik I tranfcribe it, ) 
from all the pimijlimcnts due to Jin and 
tranfgrejfiom of every kind; Luthef 
publiflied a german tranflation of the 
Bible, *' the diflferent parts of which be- 
*' ing fucceffively and gradually fpread 
** abroad aniong the people, produced/* 
fays Mo(beim» '* a fudden and almoft 
'* incredible effeft, and extirpated root 
** and branch, the etron^ous principles 
'* and fuperftitiousdoftrinesof thechurch 
'^ of Rbme frbm the minds of a prodi- 
'V gious number of perfops/' witli fuch 
preqifion did the fymbol mark its 
anfttypc, by tlu; angel haying in his hand 

the 
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the cvcrlafting Gofpel. And if the Rea- 
der wifhes to fee how rapidly the rdForm- 
ation fptead among the kindreds, tongueg 
and nations, he will find very fatisfafto- 
ry Information in the work above quoted. 
Wherein too he will difcover the com- 
mencement of a literal accomplifhment 
of the words of Daniel *' to take away 
•* his dominion, " in feveral fovereigns 
entirely withdrawing their realms from 
under the ecclefiaftical jurifdi£llon of 
the Roman pontif. 

• 

No fooneris the account of the Angel 
and his work ended, than another is 
reprefented as following him. And Was 
not , Luther thus immediately followed 
in the taik of reducing the Papal autho- 
rity by Zuingle,. Calvin, and their dif- 
ciples : " apd there foUowed another 
*\ Angel, faying, J3ab[ylon is faljen, i-s 

falkn, that great city, becaufe fhe made 
" all nations drieik o£ the nvinc of the 

Y 2 *• wrath 
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*V wrath of her fornication.** The preach- 
ing of the firft Angel was indeed an 
attack upon the empire of the bead, but 
notfo pofitively hoftile as this. Now in a 
manner fimilar to the former did Luther 
b^gin the reformation. For when the 
declaration of Jiis. opinions had rsdfed 
him many adverfaries, while he difputed 
firmly againft them, heat the fame time 
5* addrefled himfelf by letters written 
'• in the moft fubmiflire and refpcft- 
\' ful terms to the Ron^an pontif, and to 
feveral of the Bifhops. fhewing them 
the uprightnefs of his intentions, as 
•* well as thejuftice of his caufe, and 
** declaring hii rcadinefs to change his 
" fentiments as foon as he fhould fee 
5* himfairly proved to be erroneous." But 
more rough from the iirft was the affauU 
of the fttcceeding reformers ; by the de- 
nial of the bodily prefence in the eucfaa- 
rift the charge of Idolatry was at once 
made : and when by opening the fcrip- 

tures 
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ture« the darmg' lifurpatioiis and profane 
claimij of the heid of the Roman: church 
were once expoftd, Proteftants nalbn^er 
helitatedto apply the nattte of Babylon 
to Rome; and mod rapidly did ihe (ink 
from her aflumed heighlf. And thus thef 
weight of Authority being removed, the: 
falfity of her do^rines and the enormit/ 
of her pra£lices occSi(ion£Kl what is pre^ 
figured in the following words^r ** AnA 
•* the third angel followed thenl^i faying 
?' wilh a loud voice, If any man worlhip' 
f* the' bead and hi« image, and receive: 
** his mark isii their forehead, or itl his. 
'' hand, the fame (ball drink of the Wine 
*' of the wrath of God, which is potired 
^ out without mixture isto the cup: of 
*^ his indignation ; and he fhatl be torw 
^ mented with fire and brimftone ia 
•* the prefence of the holy angels , 
^ and in the prefence of the lamb : and 
** the fmoke. of their torment af-^ 
J^ cendeth up for ever and ever : and 

Y 3 they 
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'♦ they have no reft day nor night, wha 
" worfhip the beaft, and his image, and 
** whofoever receiveth the mark of his 
" name/* And were there no fubfe- 
quent preachers who loudly proclaimed 
thefe things ? Let the reader who recol- 
lefts them not, look into the writings of 
iki divines of the church of England 
fQJT.niQre than a century after the reform- 
ation, and he will find them full of ad- 
xzK)nitions of the kind. Let him fee them 
continue the charge of deadly lin on 
jiome in the Articles and Homilies—- 
Neither ane their publick difcourfes even 
in the prefent day, we truft, entirely def- 
litute of thofe warnings, which the con- 
tinuatkce of 4;he abominations fiill renders 

X 

/ 

xequifit^/ 

. ^ V . ■ • 

At the clofe of his predidion of the 
life of the beaft the Evangelift added 
"he that leadeth icto captivity fliall go 
■l\ into captivity : be that killeth. with 

the 
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" the fword mufi be killed with the 
** fword. Here is the patience and the 
" truth of the faints. '* Plainly annoua^ 
cing to chriftians, that under the tyran* 
ny of that power they muft expeftthe fe*- 
vereft trials of that faith which meekly^ 
conxmits his caufe to him who judgeth 
righteoufiy. A fimilar admonition im- 
mediately fucceeds the laft emblem o£ 
the minifters of the reformation '^Here 
'' are they that keep the commandments* 
*' of God, and the faith of Jefus. " 
Strongly indicating that this period 
would be remarkable for the feverity of. 
the trials thofe mull undergo^, who would, 
not worlhip the beaft and his image; 
And did not the event mod accurately 
anfwer to this intimation ? Wei^e not 
torrents of blood fhed, and the molt re* 
fined cruelties exercifed to ftpp that de* 
fertion from her communion, which the 
publick difcoyery of the corruptions o£ 

Rome caufed throughout Chriftendom I 

The' 
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' Theapoftie proceeds, "and I heard 
^ a voice from. Heaven faying linto me, 
•^ write, blefTedl arc the dead which die 
*^ in the Lord from henceforth : yea, 
•' faith the fpirit; that they may reft from 
^^ their- labours ; and bheir^ works do fol-^ 
*» low them.'' The fufferings of thofe 
perfecuted by the bsafts. and his ad* 
herents have been before pjredifled v ci 
whom'thetn is this blefiednefs proclaim- 
ed? manifeftiy indeed^ of (uch zs fhall 
find it difficult to die in the Lbrd« But 
fince the period' of the reformation has 
there exifted peculiar. diflBcuity:in this 
cafe ? whoeverdUely refle£l;s on the nw* 
XTierous fe£ls a^nd* licentious do£hine^, 
trbich, from the afonfe of theiiberly then 
gaihed, have been prropagated throughout 
Europe, will ' readily anfwer this in the. 
affirmative. Not content to ftop whert 
delivered from the Papal corruptions, 
many^have endeavoured to deflroy ^vcry 
religious reflrifilion, becaufe fome doc- 
trines 
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ti ines falfely afcribed to the Gofpel were 
difcovered to be ill-founded, all that are 
peculiar to it have been prefumed to be 
falfe: and that ridicule which was juftly 
levelled againft impofture and hypocrify, 
is employed with approbation againft 
the precepts of purity and the di6lates of 
truth. Some have affefted to retain as 
much of the -dodlrines of Chriftianity as 
fuitswiih their own inclinations ; while 
others (more generous indeed in their 
enmity, fince they declare it openly) with 
moft prefumptuous pretenfions to deep- 
er knowledge and fuperiour wifdom, not 
only apparently glory in their own difbe- 
lief, bat inceffantly drive to eradicate 
from the breads of others all faith in reve- 
lation. Surely, thofe who pafs through 
a land fo infefted unhurt, are truely blef- 
fed : and that thefe lamentable confe- 
quences have flowed from our obtaining 
religious liberty even that hiftorian whc^fe 
work, though I have fo often cited it be- 
fore 
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m 

fore, I have not lately quoted* has noti- 
ced, and thereby continued his teflimony 
to the accomplifliment of the prediftions y 
even to theprefent age- " Yet thefriends 
** of Chriftianity are alarmed at the 
■** boundlefs impulfe of enquiry and 
^* fecpticifm. The predi6Uons of the 
** catholics are accompliflied : the web 
•* of myftery is unravelled \>y the Armi- 
*' ans, Arians, and Sociniaos, whofe 
" numbers. mixft not be computed from 
** their feparate congregations. And the 
** pillars of revelation are fhaken by 
*' thofe men ^ho prefcrve the nan;^ 
** without the fubftancc of religion, yho 
'• indulge the licence without the temper 
•• of philofophy." (Gibb- c^. 54) And 
by the produ6lion of this atteftation is 
my undertaking completed : Since I 
have thus brought down to the prefent 
age a cpnnefled, though a general view 
o^^he prophecies relating to the times of 
the Gentiles; with brief hiftorical proofs 

of their accompliuiment. 

Herein 
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Herein then behold' a portion of that 
teflitnony which God hath borne to the 
Gbfpel of His Son ! Containing nothing 
lefs than a regular feries of prophetick 
hiflbry, on which, by the certain marks 
of tittle and place, ati interpreter is pre- 
cluded from putting any arbitrary fenfe. 
Thus, for example, as the ten-horned 
bcaffi is declared to be a[power, of which 
Rome fliould be the capital, and whofe 
reign fhould be cotemporary with the 
prevalence of Mahometanifm in the 
caftV none but a power in which both 
thefe particulars are found, can be that 
prefigured by St. John : yet in the 
papal, and in that alone, do bbth^thefe 
marks exift together. 

The reader has fc'eir too, that through 
the whole fyftem there runs an unity of 
defign. That which in the writings of 
Daniel refembles a tree of 'which (he 
the principallimbs alone are tidiiicated, 

is 
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is by St. John ramified into fmaller 
branches; and even flender twigs, each 
bearing its feparate fruit. 

Again, both the above mentioned 
Prophet and St. Paul have, by foretel* 
ling the rife of a power which fhould not 
be utterly deftroyed untill the return of 
our bleiTed Lord Himfelf, drawn an out« 
line of the truth of which every fuccef* 
five age may judge ; and at the fame 
time have traced certain limits for au- 
thentick prophecy. Within thefe limits 
we have feen the predi6lions of the re- 
velation run : and in this vifion the lar- 
ger periods fpoken of by the former 
writers are reduced into fubdivifions each 
filled with the images of thofe events or 
chara&ers th^t ihoald appear therein. 
Singular in their kind are fome of thefe 
events : moft diftinft from all others are 
fome of thefe characters. Yet under an ar- 
rangement £0 artificial that few authour« 

w-ould 






view of the Prophecies, (3c. 265 

would be able to attain to it in reporting 
pail tratifa6tions, has a fifherman of 
Galilee claffed the future appearance of 
thefe fo juftly, that in the courfeof feven- 
teen hundred years the order of the ac- 
complifhment has run parallel ivith the 
method of the prophecy. 

Could he then have done this without 

« 

&pernatural aiBftance ? or, do thefe 
proofs of his having received it merit no 
attention ? or laftly, what ftronger evi- 
dence could be given of the divine ap- 
probation of a doftrine, than the unin- 
terrupted completion of a recorded 
courfe of prophecies ? miracles repeated 
on demand, (and if one infidel might 
have his demand fatisfied in this cafe^' 
why might not another ? while in every 
age, as Mr. Gibbon, obferves to a very 
different purpofe, there have been un- 
believers to be convinced,) miracles I 
fay, repeated on demand would on be- 

Zi coming 
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coming, common ceaCe to. be fuqfa^ and, 

cpnfequently lofc their efFeflu Wijth an 

^^ual fuqceflSon of. propjbete utteiimg^ , 

prediftions foori . to ,be vended, the ef • 

{e€t would be the jl^nie; as theexaxnple> 

of the people of Ifrael. abundantly 

proves. While the evidence of idivinQ, 

infpiration is much more decifive in a 

prediftion. uttered xn^ny ages before the 

event, than in one delivered . at a time 

but little prececdkig it.. . So that a written 

fy.ftqm of prophecy, accclfible to all to 

prevent mifreprefentation, and fecured. 

from corruption by the multiplicatioD of 

copies, will, if duely .confidered,,, apr. 

pear the moft powerfuil teflimony of- 

divine revelation which the world is ca^ 

pable of receiving.- But . to add to ita 

effeft, the fubjcft of thefe prppheciCi^ 

are the fortunes of thofe nations to, 

whom the golpel ftiould be made known ; 

and whofe fuflFerings for either corrupting 

©r difobeying it are therein foretold, 

* By 



view of the Prophecies^ G?c. 267 

By this affumption of authority to 
declare, in the name of its fovereign, 
the fate of the world, as exifting under 
the divine government and difcipline, 
an appeal is ihoft openly and direftly 
made to the juftice of Go<], to counteraft 
the completion of thefe prediftions, if 
they were not delivered under his com- 
miffion. From the faft then of the Deity 
not having interpofed to fhew, that his 
name has been here feigned, what con- 
clufion fhould we draw ? furcly not, that 
it was fo ? iince for this" we have no- 
thing but prefumption : while on the 
other fide (lands the ftubbom evidence 
of fafcls ; by better than which no 
dodrine, however true, can be fupport- 
ed : and by acknowledging the weight 
of which we fet to our feal, that God 
hath not left himfelf without witnefs in 
the moral, any more than in the natural 
world » 

Having 
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Having therefore had the Gofpel an- 
nounced to us as of fuch importance, 
that the fate of men would be regulated 
by the meafure of their obedience to it, 
having had it foretold, that they would 
tranfgrefs its laws, and corrupt its doc- 
trines, as they have done ; and that, 
in confequence of this mifconduft, par- 
ticular infli^ons defcribed by the pro- 
phets would through the judgement of 
heaven be brought on Chriftendom; and 
thefe inflictions having hitherto taken 
place accurately as prefigured ; what 
more could have teen done to inftruCt, 
to admonifh, to al^rm us ? Or, afte^ 
fiating what has thus been done, may 
I not juftly, though humbly, take up 
the words of the Lord by the prophet 
Ifaiah, and addrefEng myfelf to the 
prefent generation of Chriftans in the 
name of our God, fay, 5' and now Oh 
*^ inhabitants of chriftendom, judge, 
** 1 pray you betwixt me and my Vine- 

•* yard. 
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•* yard. Wh'at fcould have been done 
** more to my Vineyard, that I have ' 
•• not done in it? Whelrtfore. when I 
** looked that it Ihould brihg forth 
** grape?, brought it forth Wild grapes ?^* 
Nor is the remainder 6f this paflage lefs 
applicabre to our oivn dafe than Aat I 
have quoted ; fince it dOntaifis^ ^ fne- 
tiace of Infi pending i^flidlions : arii unr • 
der the fkme do we now lie.. Haviilg 
thus a dotibk call to. reflexion and 
amenAfrieitt; Hh^ Whftch flows from 
what the world liave experienced of the 
certainty of the puniftiAient threatened 
t6 the difobedient ; and that which 
fprings frohi having jfet before our eyes * 
the denufici&tioii of future plagues, 
much feverclr than any that fiive yet 
fceen poured oii the earth. 

In truthf fo clearly is the place which 
the prefnet daies held in the line of 
f^i^ophecy marked a3 picccdii^ at a vtty 

Z 3 little^ 
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little; interval the difclofure of God'a 
final judgements on thofe who deftroy 
the earthy that any muft be utterly with* 
out excufe, who will not hence take 
warning to flee from the wrath to cooie. 
Of the twelve hundred and fixty years 
during which the outer court of the tepi- 
pie was to be abandoned to the Gentiles, 
nearly twelve centuries are already paft. 
Since the CEra in which I have before 
fiatedy authority was given unto the 
bead over all kindreds, and tongues, and 
nations, almofl: twelve hundred years 
are now elapfed. The Turkilh Empire, of 
which the removal from Europe is noted 
by Daniel as to precede almofl immedi- 
ately the gathering together of the Jews., 
is fhaken to its foundation ; and yields 
fymptoms of approaching diiTolution fo 
evident and ftrong, that Mr. Gibbon, 
after reporting a prophecy faid to have 
been infcribed on an ancient ftatue m 
Conilantinople^ that the. Rui&ans in the 

lad 
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lall daies ihould become mafters of that 
city, fays; '* perhaps the prefent genera- 
«* tion may yet behold the accomplfliT 
** ment of thepredi6lion."* The papal 
power is now in that ftate of decay^ 
into which, it was foretold, it (hould b& 
brought before its complete deAru£lioa 
** by the brightnefs of thie coming of 
*^ Lord. " And this regular and far- 
advanced progreflSon of predicted cirr. 
cumftances ia the line traced out by the 

prophets. 



• Every reader converfant with travels into the 
Ottoman territories knows> that the inhabitants of 
them entertain a firm traditional perfuafion, that 
that empire will finally be overthrown by the 
Chriftians. But the following teftimony ofVolncy 
txi their prefent hourly expe^tion of this event 
is fo much in point ihat I muft produce it here : 
♦♦ It is^enerally believed to this moment, through- 
'* out their empire, that the predidled hour is ar- 
*' rived, when the power and religion of the 
"^ Muifulmen are about to be deftroyedj 2sA thh 
if yellow King is coming to eftabliih a uew em- 
f* pire/* Volney's travels, V» i. C« 3, 
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prophets forms (b favotrtable a pledge* 

of their coYitinuing throtrgh the finill fe- 

tnainder df it, to accord with their words, 

as to impofe on us a moral cibiig^tibn not 

tote evaded, to prepare for that aweftrH 

tonfunimatibn, which Ood hath (pdken 

by the in^uth jc>f all His prophets fince 

the wbrid began, t 

Aft^ 



+ Having ventured to ftate my conjedlure> that 
tkelflmif times y and half a time^ at the clofe of 
which the end of thefc wonders will arrive, will 
be finifhed at a much earlier period than Newton 
aaid other imer^ters have fuf)pcr{ed;; h iiday be 
tixpe^ed ihat 1 (hetfld m»tt diftin£Uy affign the 
Malbnsy which have emboldened me to ^iflfer from, 
ihofe, who have gene befoit n^ i^ith fo ranch re« 
putation • I therefore requeft i^e jeiader to confi- 
der that the poiTeflien of the outer court t^ the 
GentileSj and the prophefyjbg of the witndTes in 
fackcloth, and the reign of ^t ten-horned beaft^ 
are all noticed as to continue the fame period i 
whence we may feirly 9^ perhs^ ought neCeflilirily 
tocoaclode that the fat^ugHtioa of. the eaftem 

church 
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After that with which I have clofed my 
lift of predictions already accomphfhed^ 
the vifion immediately proceeds to re- 
prefent the harveft and the vintage of 

the 



church by the enemies of the chriftiafl namci and 
the tyranny of the papal power over the weftemi 
are conHdered as commencing at the fame OBra. 
Here then arifes the queftion, whether at any one 
and the fame period> there has happened in each of 
thefe divlfion$ of Chriftendom^ an event from 
which their flavery may feverally be dated> or ra- 
ther, be prefumed to have been computed in the 
vifion ? And it is moft worthy of obfervation, 
that this queilion is refolved iii the affirmative* 
by its being recorded, that Mahomet firft retired 
to his cave to compofe the Koran in the lyear fix 
hundred and fix ; the very fame in which the title 
of univerfal bilhop was given by the tyrant Phocas 
to the bilhop of Rome* Now if the period of con- 
tinuance fo often repeated, twelve huhdred and 
iixty years , be added to fix hundred and fix» the 
the fum will be eighteen hcndred and fixty fix,, for 
the feafon when <* the deliverer (hall come out of 
*• Sioa, and turn away ungodlinefs from Jacob. " 

I have 
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the earth. The ftmner ( if what is fig- 
nlfied by the emblem of it, Be not already 

commenced 



I have been confirmed in my conjedurei that thi» 
may be the true period, by Its correfponding with 
rijc rule of computation which I had prcrioufly 
prefcribed to myfelf; that no <£ni of confummaw 
tion could be received as the true one, in which 
all the peiods particulariMd do not confjpire* For 
as the time of the Holy City being trodden dows 
by the Gentiles may be computed ftom the Finrfiian 
capture of it in fix hundred and fourteen ; when the 
neareft round number that will include the whole 
time intervening from that year to eighteen hun- 
dred and fixty«fix, will be twelve hundred and'fix- 
ty; fo in eonfiderihg the nuknber roientioned by 
Daniel in his- eighth chapter, which It feems moft 
reafonable to compute from the joint acceffion of 
of Cyaxares and Cyrus to the throne of Babylon, 
I foundi that by following the reading of the Sq>- 
tuagint, (for by that of the Hebrew text thetinie 
front the date juft mentioned, ivduld be ah-eady e* 
lapfed) the number of years, two thoufaxid four 
hundred, will be complete, ( as nearly as can well 
be foppofedi chropology^ivill tome to the truth 

under 
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^omme^M^qly; by gi;a4uaUy takings 
t|irough(rthe,.hapd o£,4eath, outiof th^. 

kingdom 



under. fo .arany: revolatIons» andin fo long a fp^ce). 

at the..^me time wkb the other .periods. For boxsL 

the year Eve fauBdiedand thirty-eig)it before the 

chriftian cenb tbc year of - the taking . of Babylon^ 

to the ye^ .eighteen hundred an4iixQr-fix. there 

are two.thQufand four handled and four yeanf dif« 

foring only, four years from, the ^period afligned» 

To this^t may perl^ps be. obje£led> •{ £)r Jit haa. 

l>een fo already by a friend.) that the fpape of ,fe^ . 

venty-one years,. t;he whole lyet tq intery^nc. betf -. 

ween the prej]bxit, iind the .yeax ,eighteei^ ho^Miacd' 

«nd.ftxty-ii^) feeroa.too. conttadle4 iot th^ ev^i^Lts^f 

that remain to take, place .before the eonfun^natioa , 

prcdided.. Yet^ what arc thefc jevent^l The.- 

pparing.fbx:(hof.the.laftfIague4» all of which may ■ 

be. neady. coten^porary : Iniquity > arriving at its 

greatei^ he^ght^ to whichit is now ki full carreer: < 

the fall of the OttonoAn empire^ already tottering: 

and the defblation of Rome ; whiich a few mo^itha , 

may at any time, produce. For the final deilrac- 

tion of the papal power, and the gathering together 

of the Jews are wo<;lg|,pf the fan;ve day Avitb that of ; 

the. 
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kingdom of the bead, all who have any 
good thing in themj ftands next in 

the 



revelation «f the Lord. Should the reader ftill be 
^unwiilingtocxpeft a time fomucb earlier than that 
imagined 'by others, whofe opinion is fupportedby 
the ancient tradidHon of the world's endcrring two 
thoufand years under the Mefliah ; I would remind 
him) that however authentic this tradition maybe^ 
* (and I by no mean think lightly of it) ytt we have 
ah aiTurance from our Lord himfelf, that the dur- 
ation of the laft evil dales (hall be fliortened for the 
fake of the eleft; and if by dales commenfurate with 
^he fyrftbolical number ufed in the revelation infpeci- 
fying the reprcfentativcs of the cleft, rfiat of the 
tribes of Ifrael multiplied by that of the apoftlcst 
one hundred and forty- four, thefe in the prophe- 
tick ftylc ftanding for years, precifely exprefs the 
complement of two thoufand from eighteen Hun- 
dred and fixty-fix. While this laft number is pro- 
ducible from the number of the name of the beaft^ 
by a procefs of which the principles are furniihed 
by that number itfelf. All thefe coincidences in a 
number with which I was at firft fupplied by cer- 
tain Data found in the vifion itfelf, have, I con- 
fcfs, made an impreflion on my ' mind. If to the 

xcadc' 
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the order of prophecy to the laft pre- 
di£Uon that has been fulfilled: and 
therefore its feafon may daily be expefl* 
ed to arrive. While the feven laft plagues 
in which the wrath of God is filled 
Up, will hardly be fuch infliftions, as to 
leave any who honeftly obey their 
Lord'^ command, and watch, long at a 
lofs to difcriminate them from more 
common occurrences. A littlt* while, 
confequently, and we fhall know whe- 
ther they are begun to be poured out in 
the prefent fufFcrings of, the earth, 01 
are all yet to be expefted. In either 
cafe the place of our own age in the line 
of prophecy is afcertained to be after 

that 



reader they ibould appear unworthy of attention, 
he will at leaft do me the juftice to acknowledge* 
that my opinion has not been taken up entirely at 
random ; but even on ground more evidently fur- 
niftied by the text, than that on which my predc- 
ceflbrs hare proceeded. 

A a 
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that period of which the Evangelift was 
commanded to write, '' blefled are the 
" dead which die in the Lord hence- 
«• forth," and before that in which the 
pouring out of the vials manifeftly ap- 
pears, and the figns of the times now 
brought forward are fuch as loudly Crll 
on us to '' look up and lift up our heads 
'* for the time of our redemption draw- 
*^ eth nigh." 

The ftrained ridicule, the aflFefted 
contempt, of our adverfaries may be op- 
pofed with the force of fafts. 

That which the firft preachers of our 
faith declared, fliould be the ftate of 
thefe daies a6lually is the ftate. Can 
we then have a better pledge that that 
of thofe yet future will alfo correfpond 
to their words ? The general departure 
from their doftrine ; the punilhment of 
thofe who forfook it ; the finking ftate 
of the powers which have been the in- 

ftruments 
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ftruments of punifhment;* the proba- 
bility of a temporary extinftion of the 
Chriftian faith itfelf ; and the continu- 
ance of the flock of Ifrael, whofe mira- 
culous gathering to the great fhepherd 
of the flock fhall be to the nations '' life 
** from the dead : " now declare with ali 
but a voice exprefs, that though heaven 
jmd earth pafs away, not a jot or tittle of 
all that the Lord hath fpoken by the 
mouth of his prophets (hall fail : and 
thus afTure tothofe who will not rejeQ: thfe 
Heavenly gift, the near approach of that 
revolution on the earth, which fhall put 

an 



• The accmracy with which the prefcnt ftatc of 
thcfe two powers, the Ottoman and, Papal, is pour- 
tray cd in the predidion, giving us the continuance 
even to the prefent day of two parallell lines of 
prophetick hidory, the coinicdences in which mud 
have been totally beyond all conjcfture, yieUJs fo 
grand and deciiive an inflance of infpiration, that 
I cannot urge the reader to bcftow more reflcc* 
tien on it than it merits. 

A a 2 
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an end to all change, and bring in the 
everlafting kingdom of righteoufnefs 
and peace ; under which, being deliver- 
ed from the evils tranfgreffion firft brought 
into the world, thofe, who are thought 
worthy of admiffion into that glorious 
fociety, fhall live for ever freed from 
trouble, pain, and forrow. But for 
thofe on whom neither the knowledge of 
what is paft, the fight of v/hat is prefent, 
nor the affurance of what is to come, 
can have luflicicnt effeft to make them 
open thdr eyes to the maxims of the 
divine government difplayed in form fo 
legible, that he who runs may read ; 
who will not believe the fanftions of the 
gofpel, merely becaufe they either will 
not lay afide the overweening o[ inioa 
they entertain of their own difcernment, 
or want of fortitude to relinquifli their 
vices and obey its precepts ; (let him 
who readeth, .underftand) whof& whole 
lives are a courfc of fruitlefs impofuion 

and 
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and miferable felf-deceit; if into the 
hands of any fuch this tra£l fhould fall, 
I befeech them to confider with that 
ferioufnefs, which is ftriftly due to a 
fubject, in which fo much is invcJlvedi 
what muft a hundred years hence be 

the fituation of thofe, who reject the 

• 

gofpel, if the reft of the prophecies con- 
tained in the facrcd writings be accom- 
pliftied with the fame accuracy, with 
which thofe now reviewed have been by 
theteftimony of one of its greateft ene* 
mies for the courfe of feyenteen hun- 
dred ? I acknowledge moft readily, that 
it is the wifh of my heart to convince 
and to convert them ; but not becaufe 
I fhould be proud to have them of the 
fame opinion with myfelf. I fee the 
excellence of Chriftianity too plainly, to 
admire the fagacity of any who neglect 
it J I am too well acquainted with its 
hiftory and collateral evidence, to 
cfteem the knowledge of thofe who re- 

A a 5 ject 
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ject it : and hope, that I am too Iiq* 
cprely attached to the caiufe of its divine 
authour to permit me to be at all con« 
Cerned 2^t the ide^ of not having the 
favourable opinion of any who woul4 
not, that he (hould reign over them* . 
The Gofpel, it is true, intreats the ac^ 
Ceptance of all men ; but not for the 
honour of it. It folicits their coxii* 
feffion : But not becaufe it wants thei^ 
fufiPr^ge, It is for their fake alone, that 
it begs what it is entitled to demand : 
while it (till aflures them, that their re* 
jpdlion of its application mull be to their 
own deflruction^ If they will not liften 
to this alTurance, fiipported as it already 
is, no farther vifible interpofition of 
Heaven i^ to be expected, until the re. 
velation of the Lord himfelf ^' in flam- 
'^ ing fire to take vengeance on thofe 
** wljo know not God, and obey not his 
" Gpfpel." And therefore^, though we 
are inftructed to^ontiuue our preach- 
ing 
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ing, whether they will hear, or whether 
they will forbear, to thofe who will not 
be fatisfied with the evidence already 
provided, we have nothing more to of- 
fer than what is contained in the follow- 
ing words, taken from the conclufion 
of the vifion, and with which I ihall 
clofe my volume. 

•* He that is unjuft, let him be un- 

*« juft ftill: and he which is filthy, let 

him be filthy ftill : and he that is 

righteous, let him be righteous ftill : 

and he that is holy , let him be holy 

** ftill : and behold, I come quickly 5 

** and my reward is with me, to give to 

*' every man according as his work ihall 
*| be,— Surely I come quickly. Amen* 

** Even fo, come, Lord^JefusI 
THE END 
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